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Studiu introductiv

Anul 1945 in istoria Romaniei

Pentru istoria omenirii anul 1945 a marcat incheierea celui de-al doilea
razboi mondial. Declansata la 1 septembrie 1939, aceasta conflagratie le-a
depasit pe toate cele anterioare prin amploare, numar de participanti,
tehnica de lupta, prin jertfele de vieti omenesti, prin distrugerile de bunuri
materiale gi spirituale. Potrivit unor date statistice, la cel de-al doilea
razboi mondial au participat 61 de state, cu o populatie de 1,7 miliarde de
oameni; operatiunile militare s-au desfasurat pe teritoriul a 40 de tari din
Europa, Asia si Africa; numarul total al mobilizatilor a fost de 11 milioane
de oameni, iar al victimelor de circa 50 de milioane, dintre care mai mult
de jumatate din randul populatiei civile.

nca din timpul razboiului s-a constituit Coalitia Natiunilor Unite -
formata din Uniunea Sovietica, Marea Britanie si Statele Unite ale Ame-
ricii — al cdrei obiectiv esential era infringerea puterilor Axei, alcatuita din
Germania, Italia gi Japonia. Din octombrie 1943, cele trei mari puteri au
inceput si adopte hotarari privind organizarea lumii dupa razboi, care se
bazau pe ideea impartirii sferelor de influenta. Un an mai tarziu, in
octombrie 1944, s-a realizat cunoscutul ,acord de procentaj“ intre I.V. Sta-
lin si W. Churchill, potrivit caruia in Romania influenta sovieticd urma sa
fie de 90%, iar a aliatilor occidentali (Marea Britanie gi Statele Unite ale
Americii) de 10%.

Inceputul anului 1945 gisea Romania intr-o situatie complexi. Armata
romina lupta din august 1944 aldturi de Armata Rogie pentru infringerea
Germaniei. Pe plan intern, disputa politica se acutiza; de la 23 august
fuseserd schimbate doua guverne (prezidate de generalul Constantin
Sanatescu), iar cel de-al treilea, condus de generalul Radescu, era contestat
vehement de fortele politice constituite, inca din octombrie 1944, in Frontul
National-Democrat.

Situatia internationala a Romaniei fusese reglementata prin Conven-
tia de armistitiu din 12 septembrie 1944, care stabilea, in fapt, un regim
de ocupatie sovietica. Dupa eliberarea teritoriului national, la 25 octombrie
1944, trupele roméne isi continuau ofensiva spre Tisa in cadrul operatiunii
»Debretin“. Aproape simultan s-a desfigurat operatiunea ,Budapesta“,
care a cunoscut o faza extrem de singeroasa intre 1 §i 15 ianuarie, luptele
purtindu-se in interiorul oragului. Cand capitala Ungariei era aproape
cucerita de trupele romine, acestea au primit ordinul sa se deplaseze pe
frontul din Cehoslovacia. Aceasta decizie avea un caracter politic, deoarece
conducerea sovietica nu a admis ca steagul romAnesc biruitor sa fie inal{at
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pe cladirile oficiale din Ungaria. Decizia Inaltului Comandament Sovietic
a generat o stare de amaraciune si chiar de nemultumire in randul
militarilor roméni.

Inca din luna ianuarie 1945, viata politicd din Roménia a luat un curs
tensionat, deoarece fortele grupate in Frontul National-Democrat au de-
clansat ofensiva pentru risturnarea guvernului Ridescu. In perioada
31 decembrie 1944 — 16 ianuarie 1945, Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej, fruntas
de marca al Partidului Comunist Romén, a ficut o vizita la Moscova, in
timpul careia s-a stabilit modul de actiune pentru preluarea puterii.
Aceasta idee rezulta cu claritate din expunerea facuta in sedinta Consiliu-
lui Frontului National-Democrat din 24 ianuarie 1945, cind s-au fixat
tactica de urmat si principalele jaloane ale programului de guvernare.
Problema cuceririi puterii politice a fost pusa deschis la Congresul sindi-
catelor din 26-30 ianuarie, care a hotarat constituirea Confederatiei Gene-
rale a Muncii. Aproape simultan a fost dat publicitétii Programul de
guvernare al Frontului National-Democrat, in care se prec1za ,,Expenenta
facuta cu guvemele de coalitie de p4na acum arata clar ca tara si poporul
romAn au nevoie de un guvern cu adevarat democrat, iesit din concentrarea
intr-un singur front — Frontul National-Democrat — a tuturor fortelor
democratice ale tarii, ale carei probleme vitale sa fie imediat solutionate®.
(Doc.7)

La randul lor, partidele istorice (National-Taranesc si National-Libe-
ral), precum si regele se pronuntau pentru mentinerea guvernului Rades-
cu, apreciind ca efortul principal trebuia indreptat spre front, pentru
incheierea cit mai grabnica a razboiului, dupa care, in conditii de norma-
litate, sa se organizeze alegeri libere, care sa decida asupra programelor
de reforma ce urmau sa fie infaptuite.

Conducerea Frontului National-Democrat considera ca putea influenta
muncitorimea de la orage, dar atragerea {aranimii — care reprezenta 80%
din populatia Roméniei — era dificila. De aceea a hotarat sa actioneze la

coarda cea mai sensibila“ a acesteia si anume dorinta de a avea pamaént.
fnca din decembrie 1944, guvernul hotarise constituirea unei Comisii
pentru studiul reformei agrare, prezidata de Ion Hudita, ministrul agricul-
turii gi domeniilor (national-taranist). Dupa ample discutii, la 10 februarie,
Gheorghe Zane a depus, in numele Partidului National-Taranesc, proiectul
de lege care prevedea exproprierea mosiilor avand peste 50 ha in zonele de
ses si 30 de ha in cele de deal si munte, urmind ca ,impartirea deplina a
pamantului sa se realizeze dupa incheierea razboiului si demobilizarea
armatei” (Doc 13). Imediat a luat cuvédniul Romulus Zaroni, reprezentantul
Fronfului National-Democrat, care a declarat ca nu avea incredere ca
guvernul Radescu va infaptui reforma agrara, drept care se retrage din
Comisie. In aceeasi zi, Comitetul Central al Frontului Plugarilor a dat
publicitatii un manifest catre tarani, in care se afirma: ,De la guvernul care
este acum la putere, voi nu aveti nimic bun de asteptat, caci in acest guvern
cei mai multi minigtri — trimisi acolo de conducerile Partidului National-
Taranist gi National-Liberal — nu vor ca voi sa fiti improprietariti“. Mani-
festul cerea t,aramlor sa treaca imediat la infaptuirea reformei agrare,
dand asigurari ca ,guvernul Frontului National-Democrat va consfin{i prin
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lege lucrarile de confiscare a mosiilor si de improprietdrire a taranilor”.
(Doc.15). Raspunzand apelului ce i s-a adresat -~ care venea pe un fond
psihologic extrem de propice — o buna parte a taranimii a trecut la ocuparea
pamaénturilor mogieresti, nemaitinind seama de faptul ca nu exista o lege
care s-o indrituiasca la aceastd actiune.

Declarand ca guvernul Radescu nu urmarea o reala democratizare a
tarii, Frontul National-Democrat a actionat pentru preluarea in forta a
conducerilor primariilor i prefecturilor, astfel cd la sfarsitul lunii februa-
rie 1945 in 50 din cele 58 de judete ale tarii erau instalati primari si prefecti
apartindnd Frontului. Partidele istorice au condamnat aceasta practica
ilegald, propunand organizarea de alegeri comunale si judetene, ceea ce
Frontul National-Democrat nu a acceptat. Constatand deteriorarea grava
a situatiei politice, generalul Nicolae Rddescu, presedintele Consiliului de
Minigtri, a tinut, la 11 februarie 1945, un discurs in care a afirmat:
»Patimile politice au fost intotdeauna la noi in mare cinste si nici acum nu
sunt altfel. Acum, ca intotdeauna, sunt ambitii care nu se pot stapéani, iar
cei care sunt stapéniti de ele nu au astdmpar; se zvircolesc i incearca,
chiar cu pretul ingenunchierii tarii, sa si le satisfaci. Sunt apoi oameni
carora le convine haosul, fiindca in haos oricine isi gaseste loc de uneltit®.
El a apreciat ca nici unui ministru ,,nu i se poate arunca epitetul de sabotor
sau reactionar”, a declarat ca ,reforma agrara nu se poate §i nu trebuie sa
fieinfaptuita decat dupa incetarea razboiului“, a dat asigurarica ,atat timp
cit fraiele guvernarii vor fi in miinile mele voi apara, cu orice pret, linigtea
si ordinea in {ara“ (Doc.16).

In zilele de 4-11 februarie 1945 s-a desfasurat, in localitatea Yalta din
Crimeea, Conferinta la nivel inalt sovieto-anglo-americana, care a avut un
rol important pentru destinul multor popoare, intre care si cel romén. in
comunicatul dat publicitatii se afirma ca I.V. Stalin, W. Churchill si
F.D. Roosevelt au ajuns ,la acordul comun de a duce o politica comuna din
partea celor trei guverne ale lor in timpul perioadei temporare de instabi-
litate in Europa eliberata si acela de a ajuta popoarele Europei eliberate
de sub dominatia Germaniei naziste §i a popoarelor fostelor state satelite
ale Axei, sa rezolve prin mijloace democratice problemele lor politice si
economice cele mai urgente”“. Dincolo de aceasta formulare generala, poli-
tologii au afirmat ca la Yalta s-a realizat impartirea Europei, statele din
zona centrala si de sud-est a continentului - intre care si Roménia — cazénd
definitiv in sfera de dominatie sovietica.

Liderii partidelor istorice, precum si regele Mihai I nu au sesizat sensul
real al intelegerilor de la Yalta si au continuat si creada si sa spere ca
~englezii gi americanii“ nu vor sacrifica Romaénia, ci o vor ajuta sa revina
pe drumul democratiei. Aceste forte politice au ramas, in buna masura, cu
privirea atintita spre trecut, sperind in revenirea la regimul de dinainte
de 10 februarie 1938, si nu au realizat mutatiile survenite in mentalul
colectiv dupa sase ani de regimuri totalitare, dintre care patru ani de
razboi, cu toate dramele si privatiunile lui.

O analiza atenta a starii de spirit din Roménia arata o certa similitu-
dine cu cea existenta la sfargitul primului razboi mondial, cAnd masele de
cetdteni simteau nevoia sa se exprime, sa participe la viata publica, sa
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»rupa cu trecutul”. Aceasta stare de spirit a fost valorificata de Frontul
National-Democrat, care a reusit sa antreneze la viata publica activa zeci
si sute de mii de cetdteni, animati de credinta ca sta in putinta lor de a
cladi ,,0 lume mai dreapta si mai buna“. Alaturi de preocuparea pentru
sporirea propriilor randuri si fortificarea organizatiilor care il urmau
(Frontul Plugarilor, Uniunea Patriotilor, Uniunea Populara Maghiara,
sindicate etc.), Partidul Comunist a actionat pentru crearea unor brege in
sdnul partidelor istorice. De la liberali a fost atrasa o masiva grupare in
frunte cu Gheorghe Tatarescu, care a acceptat sa colaboreze cu Frontul
National-Democrat, inclusiv in guvern. Sciziunea in Partidul National-
Taranesc a fost mai dificila; totusi, la 23 februarie, o grupare condusa de
Anton Alexandrescu (fost presedinte al Tineretului National-Taranesc) a
parasit acest partid si a aderat la Frontul National-Democrat.

Lupta politica s-a desfagurat mai ales in stradi. In cursul lunii februa-
rie 1945, din initiativa Partidului Comunist, s-au organizat manifestatii
pe intreg cuprinsul {arii, in cadrul carora se cerea demisia lui Radescu si
formarea unui guvern FND condus de dr. Petru Groza, presedintele Fron-
tului Plugarilor. Sirul acestor manifestatii a culminat cu cea din 24 februa-
rie 1945, desfagurata in Bucuresti, cAnd s-au inregistrat altercatii cu
fortele de ordine, care au degenerat in confruntari singeroase. Luand
cuvéantul la postul de radio in seara aceleiasi zile, Nicolae Radescu aprecia
ca tulburarile au fost provocate de ,niste indivizi fira neam si fara Dum-
nezeu, care au tradat poporul, pornind cu foc in tara, peste mormintele
proaspete ale ostasilor nostri“. (Doc. 19). El a declarat ca ,,0 mana de ingi,
condusi de doi venetici, evreica Ana Pauker gi ungurul Vasile Luca, cauta
prin teroare sa puna méana pe putere“ (Doc. 19). Un contemporan (Arthur
Gould Lee) aprecia ca acesta a fost ,,ultimul glas ostil comunismului care
a rasunat la postul de radio Bucuregti®, intrucit cenzura exercitata de
Inalta Comisie Aliata de Control (sovietici) nu a mai permis exprimarea
unor puncte de vedere ostile Partidului Comunist Roméan. Dupa evenimen-
tele din 24 februarie, un grup de generali i ofiteri superiori roméani, precum
si mai multi membri ai Academiei Roméne s-au desolidarizat public de
politica sefului guvernului. La randul lor, trupele sovietice au trecut la
dezarmarea ostasilor romani aflati in interiorul {arii, ceea ce a determinat

protestul generalului Sanatescu. seful Statului Major al Armatei roméane.
Pe acest fond extrem de tensionat, la 26 februarie, A.I.Vasinski, primul

loctiitor al comisarului poporului pentru afacerile externe ale URSS, s-a
deplasat in Romaéania, unde a avut repetate discutii cu regele Mihai.
Emisarul Kremlinului nu a ezitat sa declare ca Nicolae Radescu era
Jfascist, epitet aplicat si sustinatorilor lui, in frunte cu Iuliu Maniu.
Deoarece, potrivit Conventiei de armistitiu, fascismul trebuia eradicat in
Romania, concluzia era limpede. Pentru a-l impresiona pe tanarul si
neexperimentatul rege, Visinski si-a insotit argumentele cu o atitudine
brutald, intre care izbitul cu pumnul in masa si trantitul usii, afirmatia
»Yalta sunt eu“ etc.

Afland despre demersurile lui Vasinski, reprezentantii Marii Britanii
gi SUA in Inalta Comisie Aliati de Control au propus, la 28 februarie, o
~consultare prealabila“ (Doc.23) asupra situatiei din Roménia i stabilirea
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unui punct de vedere comun pentru rezolvarea crizei politice. Dar A.I.Va-
sinski a raspuns abia la 5 martie c4 Uniunea Sovietica avea nevoie de un
guvern ,cu adevarat democratic“ pentru ,a asigura in Romaénia, care
reprezinta spatele frontului Armatei Rosii, ordinea si linistea, asigurand
totodata indeplinirea onorabild si congtiincioasa a conditiilor Conventiei
de armistitiu“.(Doc.35).

Interventiile ministrului de externe roman, Constantin Vigoianu, pe
langa diplomatii SUA si Marii Britanii pentru gasirea unei solutii general
acceptabile s-au soldat cu un egec, deoarece puterile occidentale hotarasera
sa lase méana libera sovieticilor in Roménia.

Tuliu Maniu l-a sfatuit pe rege sa reziste presiunilor sovietice si sa
formeze un guvern ,de colaborare®, deoarece un cabinet condus de Petru
Groza ,ar echivala cu o condamnare la moarte a democratiei in Romania“.
Totusi, la 2 martie, Mihai I 1-a insarcinat pe Groza cu formarea noului
guvern, cu sugestia ca acesta sa cuprinda si reprezentanti ai Partidului
National-Taranesc si Partidului National-Liberal. Tratativele cu repreze-
antii celor doua partide au esuat, astfel ca la 6 martie regele a numit un
guvern al Frontului National-Democrat din care maifaceau parte gruparea
liberala condusa de Gheorghe Tatarescu si cea national-taranista avandu-l
in frunte pe Anton Alexandrescu.

Pentru aprecierea corecta a momentului 6 martie 1945 trebuie sa se
tina seama de faptul cd Romaénia evolua intr-un context geopolitic deter-
minat de intelegerile dintre marile puteri. in zona de dominatie sovietici
partidele comuniste se aflau intr-o evidenta ascensiune: in Bulgaria pute-
rea se afla in mainile Frontului Patriei, condus de comunisti, din septem-
brie 1944, in Albania comunistii au preluat guvernul in octombrie 1944,
iar in Iugoslavia incid din noiembrie 1943; in favoarea comunigtilor —
sprijiniti de sovietici — evoluau evenimentele din Polonia, Cehoslovacia si
Ungaria.

Este de remarcat faptul ca Partidul Comunist Roméan a actionat cu
dibicie, preferand sa stea intr-un plan secundar; in guvernul de la 6 martie
1945 comunigtii aveau numai cinci din cele 18 portofolii ministeriale, intre
care cele de interne (prin Teohari Georgescu) si justitie (prin Lucretiu
Patriagcanu), decisive pentru evolutia Romaniei in acea perioada de aprige
confruntari politice.

Liderii partidelor istorice au realizat numai in parte semnificatia
instaurdrii guvernului Groza, ei considerdnd ca SUA si Marea Britanie vor
interveni pentru salvgardarea democratiei in Roméania gi impunerea unui
cabinet de larga coalitie, care sa restabileascad regimul de dinainte de 10
februarie 1938.

Pentru a crea o atmosfera favorabild noului guvern, I.V. Stalin a admis
la 9 martie ca partea de nord-est a Transilvaniei (trecutd sub administratie
sovietica in noiembrie 1944) sa fie retrocedata Romaniei, act ce echivala cu
anularea in fapt a Dictatului de la Viena. La rdndul sau, guvernul Groza
a adoptat la 23 martie decretul-lege pentru reforma agrara, in baza caruia
au fost expropriate 1 468 946 ha, dintre care 1 109 562 ha au fost impartite
la 917 777 familii de tarani.

33

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / http://arhivelenationale.ro



fn scopul dislocirii unor forte cAt mai importante din randul partidelor
istorice, din initiativa comunigtilor s-a actionat pentru crearea unor noi
partide cu titulaturi identice. Astfel, la 1 iulie 1945 s-a infiintat Partidul
National-Liberal prezidat de Gheorghe Tatarescu, in care au intrat majo-
ritatea gefilor organizatiilor judetene ale vechiului partid, condus de Con-
stantin 1.C. Bratianu. In aceeasi luna au fost puse bazele Partidului
National-Taranesc sub presedintia lui Anton Alexandrescu; forta politica
a acestuia era slaba, el fiind urmat de un numar redus de aderenti.

De asemenea, organizatiile politice din Frontul National-Democrat au
tinut congrese si au adoptat masuri organizatorice menite sa le consolideze
situatia si sa le sporeasca influenta in randul cetatenilor. Unele probleme
au aparut in cadrul Partidului Social-Democrat, ca urmare a faptului ca
presedintele acestuia, Constantin Titel-Petrescu, nu accepta sa urmeze
linia trasata de comunisti, inclinidnd spre o colaborare cu fortele democra-
tice din opozitie, conduse de Iuliu Maniu i Constantin I.C. Bratianu.

O preocupare de baza a guvernului a fost participarea cu maximum de
efort uman si material la razboiul antihitlerist. Dupa eliberarea Ungariei,
trupele roméine au fost masiv directionate spre Cehoslovacia, unde au
desfasurat lupte inversunate in conditii climaterice si de teren extrem de
grele. Intre localititile eliberate de armata roméana s-au numérat Zvolen
si Banska-Bystrica. La 6 mai 1945 trupele roméine au fost angrenate in
operatiunea ,Praga“, care a durat pana la 12 mai, cdnd deja cel de-al doilea
razboi mondial luase sfirgit in Europa.

Romania a contribuit cu toate fortele sale umane si materiale la lupta
impotriva Germaniei, situAndu-se pe locul al patrulea din punctul de
vedere al jertfei de sAnge pe frontul de vest. Desi disputele interne erau
acerbe, toate fortele politice romanesti — atat cele guvernamentale, cat si
cele din opozitie — au sustinut sa se acorde Romaniei calitatea de stat
cobeligerant. Totusi, Marile Puteri au continuat sa trateze Romania ca stat
invins, aliat al Germaniei.

n cadrul actiunilor pentru organizarea lumii postbelice, un rol impor-
tant a indeplinit Conferinta de la Potsdam (17 iulie-2 august 1945), la care
liderii SUA, Uniunii Sovietice si Marii Britanii au discutat si problema
incheierii tratatelor de pace cu Italia, Bulgaria, Finlanda, Roménia si
Ungaria. Profitdnd de aceasta ocazie, Iuliu Maniu a expediat mesaje la
Potsdam prin care solicita sprijinul Marilor Puteri in vederea constituirii
in Romania a unui guvern reprezentativ, care sa organizeze alegeri libere.
In cadrul Conferintei, delegatii SUA si Marii Britanii au apreciat ca
guvernele din Bulgaria, Roménia si Ungaria nu erau reprezentative si ca
atare au refuzat sa le recunoasca gi sa Inceapa tratative de pace cu ele.

Pe de alta parte, Uniunea Sovietica — dupa ce la 9 iulie 1945 l-a decorat
pe regele Mihai cu cea mai inalta distinctie, Ordinul ,,Victoria“ - a hotéarit,
la 6 august sa stabileasca relatii diplomatice cu guvernul Romaéniei.

Larindul sdu, reprezentantul SUA in Roménia a adresat, la 18 august,
ministrului de externe, Gheorghe Tatarescu, o nota verbala in care se
exprima dorinta instituirii ,unui regim reprezentativ al opiniei publice
roméne, constituit din toate gruparile democratice ale tarii“, precizand ca
tara sa nu admite sa semneze un tratat de pace ,decidt cu un guvern
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reprezentativ, democratic“. Ministrul de externe romén a respins nota,
declarind-o nula si neavenita, deoarece SUA nu se putea adresa direct unui
guvern pe care nu-l recunogtea, ci numai prin intermediul Inaltei Comisii
Aliate de Control. Au urmat consfatuiri, la care au participat reprezentanti
ai partidelor istorice, ai regelui, precum gi ai SUA si Marii Britanii la
Bucuresti, in cadrul carora s-a convenit sa se recomande monarhului
inlocuirea guvernului Groza.

La 20 august, regele a cerut dr. Petru Groza sa-l ,ajute” sa iasa din
situatia in care se afla, ca urmare a notei americane, intaritd de una
britanica, pe care o primise personal. Seful guvernului a raspuns ca cele
doua note erau fara valoare, deoarece SUA si Marea Britanie nu aveau
relatii diplomatice cu Romania, ele trebuind sa se adreseze prin interme-
diul Inaltei Comisii Aliate de Control. La 21 august, regele a trimis scrisori
guvernelor Uniunii Sovietice, Marii Britanii si SUA in care se afirma:
sAvand in vedere ci presedintele Consiliului, Groza, refuzi sa-gi dea
demisia, rog sa interveniti“ (Doc. 77). Din acel moment, Mihai I a rupt
relatiile cu guvernul Romaniei, intrand in ceea ce s-a numit ,,greva regala“.

Conform prescriptiilor constitutionale, presedintele Consiliului de Mi-
nigtri era numit de rege, suveranul avéind si dreptul de a-i cere demisia.
Dar guvernul Groza fusese numit nu prin vointa regelui, c¢i a Kremlinului,
fata de care se simtea raspunzator si nu fata de factorul constitutional al
tarii.

Prima aniversare a zilei de 23 august, prilej cu care s-a organizat
primirea triumfali a armatei romane care s-a intors din razboi, s-a desfasu-
rat fard participarea regelui Mihai. Intrunit la 24 august, Consiliul de
Minigtri a apreciat ca ,Maniu si Bratianu, conducatorii gruparilor politice
antidemocratice din Rom4ania, pierzand contactul cu realitatile vietii noa-
stre romanesti, incearca sa provoace cu mijloace artificiale o criza de
guvern. Folosind intriga si combinatiile de culise, aceste cercuri urmaresc
sa semene discordie intre guvern si popor pe de o parte, gi capul statului
pe de alta parte, sfatuindu-l sa intreprinda actiuni daunatoare atat inte-
reselor nationale ale poporului romén cét si intereselor Coroanei“ (Doc. 78).
Dupa asemenea aprecieri, se ficea cunoscut ca, ,sprijinit de intregul popor,
guvernul este hotarat sa ramana neclintit la postul sau, pentru a continua
si desavarsi opera constructiva inceputa la 6 martie 1945“ (Doc. 78) Pentru
activitatea legislativa, guvernul a folosit Jurnale ale Consiliului de Minis-
tri, care nu aveau nevoie de iscalitura regelui.

O delegatie guvernamentala roména condusa de Petru Groza a vizitat,
in septembrie, Uniunea Sovietica, aviand discutii cu 1.V. Stalin, care a
indicat modalitatile de actiune pentru a depasi criza politici. Cea mai
importanta era aceea de a cauta o detensionare a relatiilor cu Mihai I,
paralel cu intensificarea luptei impotriva Partidului National-Taranesc si
a celui National-Liberal.

In octombrie 1945 a avut loc Conferinta Nationala a Partidului Comu-
nist Roman, care a adoptat un amplu program de actiune in toate domeniile
vietii economice, sociale si politice, a stabilit linia strategica si tactica a
partidului in acel context istoric. Este semnificativ faptul ¢ in documentele
Conferintei nu s-a ficut nici o referire la perspectiva construirii socialismu-
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lui in Roma4nia, ci s-a insistat asupra edificarii unei societati democratice
moderne.

In aceeasi luna, octombrie, secretarul de stat al SUA a trimis pe Mark
Ethridge in Bulgaria §i Roménia pentru a se informa si raporta asupra
situatiei politice din tarile respective. In acest context, fortele de opozitie
din Roménia au decis sa demonstreze ostilitatea lor fata de guvernul Groza
si simpatia pentru suveran, folosind in acest scop ziua de 8 noiembrie,
onomastica regelui Mihai. Ziarul national-taranist ,Ardealul” a publicat
un apel in care se cerea ca ,toata suflarea roméneasca“ sa fie prezenta in
Piata Palatului regal pentru ,a-si manifesta dragostea, devotamentul si
neclintita incredere” in suveran. %n timpul manifestatiei, la care au parti-
cipat cdteva zeci de mii de oameni, s-au scandat lozincile: ,Regele si
patria!“, Bratianu si Maniu!“, ,Jos teroarea!”, ,Libertate!*. A fost prima si
cea mai ampla demonstratie impotriva regimului impus de sovietici in
statele din centrul gi sud-estul Europei. Manifestatia a fost imprastiata
prin interventia fortelor de ordine, in timpul ciocnirilor inregistrandu-se —
potrivit datelor oficiale — 11 morti si mai multe zeci de raniti. A urmat un
val de arestari, sub acuzatie de participare la actiuni antistatale cu carac-
ter fascist. La ,,adunarile populare” organizate din initiativa fortelor poli-
tice guvernamentale s-a cerut, pentru prima data, dizolvarea Partidului
National-Tardnesc si Partidului National-Liberal, precum si arestarea
conducatorilor acestora. La randul lor, liderii national-taranisti si natio-
nal-liberali au tinut sa precizeze cd nu aveau nici o legatura cu actele de
violenta din 8 noiembrie, sustinind ca lupta lor era exclusiv legala si se
desfagura numai pe terenul politic.

Desigur, asemenea scrupule isi aveau ratiunea lor, dar legalitatea
constitutionala era tot mai mult trecuta in plan secundar, fiind inlocuita
cu o noua forma de lupta politica, bazata pe ,,democratia populara“. Legis-
latia a fost respectata de Frontul National-Democrat in masura in care ea
slujea interesului sau politic. Astfel, in ianuarie-februarie, au fost inlatu-
rati primari si prefecti investiti de forurile legale si inlocuiti cu altii ,,alesi
de mase”“, adica adepti ai Frontului National-Democrat; inca de la incepu-
tul lunii martie s-a aplicat metoda refuzului muncitorilor de a tipari ziare
si gazete care criticau activitatea Frontului National-Democrat; dupa 6
martie, dr. Petru Groza a hotarat sa nu mai repartizeze hértie de ziar, sau
sa repartizeze o cantitate foarte mica pentru presa ostila guvernului. Pe
aceeasi linie, a incalcarii drepturilor si libertatilor democratice, se inscrie
neadmiterea unor intruniri ale partidelor din opozitie, sau atacarea aces-
tora de catre persoane ,indignate“, care sustineau ca nu puteau admite
manifestarea unor forte fasciste, reactionare. in a doua jumatate a anului
1945 s-a extins practica perchezitiilor si arestarilor fara forme legale, a
denunturilor si delatiunii. Serviciul Special de Informatii urmarea indea-
proape activitatea partidelor si oamenilor politici din opozitie, iar guvernul
lua masuri de impiedicare a activitatii acestora.

Legislatia privind urmarirea si pedepsirea criminalilor de razboi, a
celor vinovati de dezastrul {arii, pentru purificarea administratiei publice,
era aplicata in functie de interesele guvernantilor, care vizau lovirea
adversarilor politici si implicarea lor in procese publice. Nu putine au fost
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cazurile in care fosti legionari au fost promovati in structurile de conducere
ale Partidului Comunist si ale aparatului de stat, in timp ce personalitati
democratice recunoscute, dar care nu au aderat la noul regim, au avut de
suferit. In tara incepea sa-si faca loc un sentiment de nesiguranta privind
libertatea persoanla, de teama pentru eventualele represiuni guvernamen-
tale.

In timp ce fortele nationale roméanesti din opozitie erau tinta unor
atacuri tot mai dure, unor minoritati nationale li s-a creat o situatie
privilegiata. Sub presiunea ocupantului sovietic, inca de la 7 februarie
1945, a fost adoptat statutul minorititilor, care, in fapt, promova o discri-
minare intre cetatenii Romaniei. Profitind de aceasta situatie si sesizdnd
»dincotro bate vantul“ multi lideri ai evreilor i maghiarilor s-au inscris in
Partidul Comunist, au ocupat functii de conducere in aparatul de stat si in
cel de propaganda (presa, radio), pe care le-au folosit impotriva fortelor
nationale roméanesti (mai ales a celor incadrate in partidele istorice).
Schimbandu-si rapid culoarea politica, devenind peste noapte comunisti
din horthysti, multi lideri maghiari si-au continuat sub o haina noua
politica antiroméaneasci. Incercarea lui Lucretiu Patriascanu de a clarifica
situatia din Transilvania in sensul adevarului istoric §i a dreptului inter-
national a iritat cercurile maghiare si a fost etichetata de oficialitatile din
Bucuresti ca atitudine nationalista.

Pe de alta parte, minoritarii germani au fost supusi in bloc represiuni-
lor, organizindu-se o adevarata viandtoare pentru trimiterea lor in lagarele
de munca din Uniunea Sovietica.

O situatie dramatica au avut refugiatii din Basarabia si nordul Buco-
vinei care, sub presiunea autoritatilor de ocupatie, trebuiau trimisi in
Uniunea Sovietici, unde, pe cei mai multi, ii agtepta deportarea in Siberia.
Guvernul Groza a ciutat sa limiteze numarul celor ce trebuiau ,repatriati,
dar interventiile sale pe 1anga oficialitatile sovietice nu au dat rezultatele
scontate.

In 1945 s-au organizat primele nuclee ale rezistentei roménegti impo-
triva regimului sovietic de ocupatie. Dar principala forma de rezistenta a
fost cea politicd, in fruntea acesteia aflindu-se Juliu Maniu, pregedintele
Partidului National-Taranesc.

Viata oamenilor continua sa se deterioreze datorita blocajelor economi-
ce, secetei din vara anului 1945, care a compromis culturile agricole,
problemelor legate de trecerea de la productia de razboi la cea de pace. O
componentd agravanta a fost indeplinirea obligatiilor asumate prin Con-
ventia de armistitiu din 12 septembrie 1944, in baza cireia multe intre-
prinderi industriale au fost demontate si trimise in URSS, la care se
adaugau produse dintre cele mai diverse: petrol, sare, lemn, piei, vite, 14na,
etc. In 1945 au luat fiin{a primele Sovromuri, intreprinderi prin interme-
diul cdrora Uniunea Sovietica realiza o exploatare sistematica a economiei
roménegti. Pentru a opri declinul productiei, in noiembrie 1945 guvernul
a constituit Consiliul Superior al Economiei Nationale, care a primit
importante prerogative bazate pe principiul interventionismului de stat in
activitatea privata.
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Evolutia situatiei din Romaénia, ca si din celelalte state aflate in zona
de dominatie sovietica, depindea de pozitia marilor puteri. Este semnifica-
tiv faptul ca raportul lui Mark Ethridge — care arata ca guvernul Groza nu
era reprezentativ — nu a fost dat publicitatii de Departamentul de Stat;
mai mult, oficialititile americane au difuzat un comunicat in care se
afirma: ,Departe de a ne opune, noi ne-am manifestat simpatia de exemplu
fata de eforturile Uniunii Sovietice de a tinde spre o asociere mai stransa
si mai prietenoasa cu vecinii sdi din centrul §i sud-estul Europei. Noi
suntem pe deplin constienti de interesele speciale ale securitatii acestei
tari si am recunoscut aceste interese in intelegerile cu privire la ocuparea
si controlul fostelor state inamice®.

Conferinta minigtrilor de externe ai Uniunii Sovietice, Statelor Unite
ale Americii i Marii Britanii, desfagurata la Moscova in zilele de 16-26
decembrie 1945, a analizat evolutia vietii internationale, inclusiv situatia
din Romania. Conferinta a hotarit sa dea regelui Mihai sfatul cerut, si
anume: ,Un membru al Partidului National-Taranesc si un membru al
Partidului National-Liberal sa fie cupringi in guvern“ (Doc. 107); cele trei
mari puteri ,iau nota ca Guvernul romén astfel reorganizat va declara ca
alegeri libere gi nestingherite vor fi tinute cit mai curiand posibil“, pe baza
votului universal si secret; toate partidele democratice si antifasciste
trebuie sa aiba dreptul sa ia parte la aceste alegeri si sa prezinte candidati;
guvernul reorganizat va da asigurari cu privire la acordarea libertatii
presei, a cuvantului, a religiei si asociatiei; pe aceasta baza SUA si Marea
Britanie se angajau sa recunoasca guvernul Groza.

in timp ce liderii partidelor istorice au luat cunostinta cu scepticism de
comunicatul Conferintei de la Moscova, pregedintele Consiliului de Minis-
tri, dr. Petru Groza, era pe deplin satisfiacut, deoarece obtinuse castig de
cauzai in confruntarea cu regele Mihai gi sust{inatorii sai.

*
* *

Volumul de fata — realizat de Directia Generala a Arhivelor Statului -
cuprinde documente din arhive romanesti si striine din 1945, precum si
alte materiale de importanta deosebitd, care au jalonat viata politica a
Romaéniei din acest an important pentru istoria nationala si universala.
Efortul principal al autorilor a vizat nu ineditul cu orice pret, ci prezentarea
unei imagini echilibrate, complexe si reale asupra evolutiei vietii politice
a tarii, cu principalele sale componente, interne si externe.

IOAN SCURTU
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Introduction

The Year 1945 and Romania’s History

In human history the year 1945 was the end of World War Two.
Unleashed on September 1, 1939, the conflagration outdid all previous
wars in terms of area, number of combatants, fighting equipment, human
toll and size of damage. Statistics indicate that 61 states with a 1.7
billion-strong population were involved in waging that war, that battles
were fought in the territory of 40 countries in Europe, Asia and Africa, that
110 million people were mobilized to war actions, that about 50 million
people,more that half of them civilians, made the victims’ toll.

While the war was ragingly playing havoe, the Soviet Union, Great
Britain and the United States of America gathered in the United Nations
coalition having as major goal the defeat of the Axis Powers —viz. Germany,
Italy and Japan. Starting October 1943 these three great powers were
thinking of the postwar world configuration which they decided should be
portioned into spheres of influence. A year later, in October 1944, I.V. Sta-
lin and W. Churchill made the famous ,percentage agreement” granting
the Soviets 90% influence over Romania and the Western Allies (Britain
and the US) the remainder 10%.

Early in 1945 Romania was struggling with very serious problems. As
from August 1944 the Romanian army had been fighting on the Red Armies
side against Germany. Domestic political disputes has grown worse: since
August 23 two Cabinets (presided over by General Constantin Sanatescu)
had been removed from office and their replacement — General Radescu’s
Cabinet — was virulently attacked by the political forces which in October
1944 had rallied in the National Democratic Front (NDF).

At the international level, Romania’s case had been settled in the
Armistice Convention of September 12, 1944 which had established de facto
Soviet occupation of the country. After the Romanian troops had chased
the enemy out of the national territory on October 25, 1944, they continued
their push forward in the Debreczen Operation, heading offensively for the
Tisza. There developed almost simultaneously the Budapest Operation,
incredibly bloody fights being fought in the city between January 1 and 15.
The moment the Romanian troops had come pretty close to taking over the
Hungarian capital they were ordered to move farther onto the Czechoslo-
vak front. It was a politically-motivated decision: the Soviet leadership did
not want the victorious Romanians’ flag to be flying on the rooftop of public
buildings in the Hungarian territory. The decision of the Soviet High
Command aroused bitter discontent amid the Romanian military.
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As early as January 1945 the National Democratic Front started a
though campaign aimed at toppling the Radescu Cabinet which led to
worsening domestic political tensions. On December 31, 1944 Gheorghe
Gheorghiu-Dej, a prominent communist leader, had gone to Moscow and
stayed there until next January 16, plans being drawn out on how to take
over power. That was evidently clear in his speech at the January 24, 1945
sitting of the NDF Council which decided the tactics to adopt and the major
guidelines of the governing program. The question of ascending to political
rule was openly raised up at the January 26-30 trade union congress which
ruled on the creation of the General Confederation of Labor. Almost
concurrently they made public the Governing Program of the National
Democratic Front reading as follows: ,,Our experience with coalition cabi-
nets so far plainly demonstrates that Romania and its people need a truly
democratic government rallying all the democratic forces into one front —
the National Democratic Front — on the solid fundament of a single
governing program which should urgently solve the vital problems confron-
ting the country (Doc. 7).

On the other side, the historical parties — the National Peasant Par-
ty/NPP and the National liberal Party/NLP — and the King wanted to keep
the Ridescu Cabinet in office; they believed that the brunt of the effort had
to be channelled to the front and a rapid end of the war, and that
afterwards, with the situation back to normal, free elections should be
called to decide on future reform programmes.

In the opinion of National Democratic Front leaders, winning over
workers in the urban localities was not problematic which was not the case
with peasants — 80% of the country’s population. Consequently, the opted
for launching a campaign to touch on the latter’s very ,sensitive chord“
possession of a plot of land. As early as December 1944 the government
had created a Commission for the land reform whose chief was the NPP
member Ion Hudita, minister of agriculture and estates. On February 10,
after extensive debates, Gheorghe Zane advanced in the NPP behalf a bill
stipulating expropriation of larger-than-fifty-hectare estates in flat zones
and thirty-hectares estates in hilly and mountain regions whilst a ,com-
prehensivo distribution of cropland“ was to be carried out when the war
had ended and the army had been demobilized (Doc. 13). Right away the
NDF representative Romulus Zaroni took the floor saying that they did not
trust the Radescu Cabinet and that he was quitting the Commission. The
same day the Central Committee of the Ploughmen’s Front issued a
manifesto to the peasants reading, among others: , You shall stand to gain
nothing from the rulers now in office because most of the Cabinet members,
appointees of NPP and NPL leaders, do not want to give you any piece of
land“ (Doc. 15).

The manifesto was urging peasants to move immediately into action to
carry out the land reform, and gave assurances that ,the National Demo-
cratic Front government will legislate seizure of land estates which will be
given into peasant ownership“ (Doc. 15). Reacting to that urge which
craftily exploited a certain psychology, large crowds of peasants took to
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grabbing large land estates into their possession heedless of the fact that
no law then in force allowed such actions.

Claiming that the Radescu Cabinet was not concerned with genuine
democratization of the country, the National Democratic Front proceeded
to forcefully seize leading positions of mayoralties and prefectures into its
hands; by late February 1945 the Front had its mayors and prefects
installed in 50 of the country’s 58 counties. The historical parties denoun-
ced that illegal move and proposed elections in villages and at county level
which the National Democratic Front rejected. In the face of that badly
deteriorating political situation, on February 11, 1945 the Prime Minister,
Gen. Nicolae Radescu delivered a speech saying as follows: ,We have
always been enthusiastically keen on political passions. Nor do we feel
otherwise now. As it happens at all the times, there are unstoppable
ambitions in action and the ones who are slaves of ambition can’t find their
peace; they do not shun from doing anything to have them fulfilled irre-
spective of the cost which may even bring the country down to heels. They
are persons who feel at ease when there is chaos because they find it easy
then to plot“. He went on showing that ,no Cabinet member can be labeled
either saboteur or reactionary“, that ,the land reform may and should be
only applied after the end of the war* and pledged ,to defend the country’s
peace and order at any cost as long as I hold the reins of power in my hands“
(Doc. 16).

Over February 4-11, 1945 there was the Soviet-British-American sum-
mit in Yalta, Crimea, which had paramount consequences on the fate of a
large number of peoples, the Romanian people’s too. The Conference’s press
release showed that 1.V. Stalin, W. Churchill and F.D. Roosevelt ,,common-
ly agreed that the governments of their three countries would promote a
common policy in the freed Europe traversing an interim period of insta-
bility and assist the European nations delivered from Nazi German domi-
nation as well as the nations of the former Central-Power satellite-states
in finding democratic solutions to the very urgent political and economic
problems before them*“. This general formulation let aside, political scien-
tists consider that the conferees’ in Yalta decided on Europe’s partition, the
Central and South-East European states, including Romania, being incor-
porated for ever into the Soviet domination sphere.

Historical party leaders and King Michael I failed to grasp the real
sense of the Yalta agreements, and were still clinging to the beliefand hope
that the Anglo-Americans would not sacrifice Romania and help its return
to the democratic fold. To quite an important extent, those political forces
still had their eyes pinned on the past and unaware of the shifts developed
in the collective mind-set after six years’ totalitarian rule and four years
of war — with all the tragedies and ordeal entailed, they kept on hoping
that the pre-February 10, 1938 regime could have been revived.

An attentive analysis of the mood in Romania then reveals a striking
similarity to that at the end of World War One when the masses of people
had felt an obvious need to speak out their mind and get involved in public
life, ,,to part with the past“. It was that frame of mind of which the National
Democratic Front availed itself in order to attract hundreds of thousands
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of people into public life, all of them cherishing the belief that it rested with
them ,to build a better and more just world“.

Along with its concern for winning over fresh members and consolida-
ting loyal organizations (like The Ploughmen’s Front, the Patriots’ Union,
the Hungarian People’s Union, trade unions, ete.), the communist party
was seeking to split the ranks of historical parties. A large NLP faction at
head with Gheorghe Tatarescu let itself seduced and agreed to collaborate
with the National Democratic Front going as far as to join its government.
As for the National Peasant Party the communists were confronted with
some serious problems but on February 23, an NPP group led by Anton
Alexandrescu (ex-leader of the NPP youth organization) defected and
joined the National Democratic Front.

The political fighting was mainly waged out in the street. On the
communist party’s initiative, in February 1945 demonstrations and rallies
were staged up and down the country where people were demanding
Radescu’s resignation and an NDF government chaired by the leader of the
Ploughmen’s Front, Dr.Petru Groza. They climaxed in the Bucharest
demonstration of February 24, 1945 when though clashes between protes-
ters and police forces degenerated into bloody confrontations. In a broad-
cast address the same evening, Nicolae Radescu blamed ,the rioting on
guys who fear neither their kin not God and have betrayed the nation,
setting the country afire whilst desecrating the young graves of our sol-
diers“ (Doc. 19). And further, ,A handful of persons led by two aliens — Ana
Pauker, a Jew and Vasile Luca, a Hungarian — were attempting to get hold
of power by way of terror* (Doc. 19). In the opinion of a contemporary,
Arthur Gould Lee, ,,that was the last anti- communist outburst to be heard
over the Bucharest Radio station” as the censors of the (Soviet) High Allied
Control Commission would no longer allow anti-communist views to be
expressed. In the aftermath of the February 24 events, a group of generals
and other high-ranking officers of the Romanian army conveyed their
public disapproval of the Prime Minister’s policies. So did several members
of the Romanian Academy. At the same time, Soviet troops took to disarm-
ing the Romanian military in the country, which triggered a protest from
the Chief of Staff of the Romanian Army, General Sanatescu.

The domestic environment had grown extremely tense and on February
26 the first Deputy of the People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the
USSR, A.I.Vyshinsky, arrived here and had several rounds of talks with
King Michael. The Kremlin’s envoy did not hesitate to name Nicolae
Réadescu ,,a fascist“ and apply the same label to his supporters at head with
Iuliu Maniu. The dispositions in the Armistice Convention that fascism
had to be wiped off in Romania left absolutely no doubt about the conclu-
sions to draw. In order to make a far stronger impression on the young an
inexperienced monarch, Vyshinsky went as far in fortifying his arguments
as to be incredibly rude, pounding his first on the table and slamming the
door, shouting , Yalta is me*“.

On learning of Vyshinsky’s demeanor, on February 28 British and US
officials on the High Allied Control Commission advanced the idea of ,prior
consultations” (Doc. 23) on the situation in Romania so that a common
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standpoint would be developed on the solution to the pnlitical crisis here.
Vyshinsky’s reply, however, came as late as March 5 saying that the Soviet
Union wanted ,a truly democratic government which should guarantee
order and peace in the territory that was the rear front of the Red Armies,
i.e. Romania, besides it pledged to secure adequate and rigorous compliance
with the terms stipulated in the Armistice Convention“ (Doc. 35). The
Romanian Foreign Minister Constantin Vigoianu’s demarches to the Ame-
rican and British diplomats to the effect of developing a generally accept-
able solution ended in failure: the Western powers had already decided to
let the Soviets a free hand in Romania.

Iuliu Maniu advised the King on resisting Soviet pressures and forming
»a collaboration Cabinet” because a government headed by Petru Groza
»would mean the death of democracy in Romania“. Despite that, on March
2 King Michael I mandated Groza with putting together a new cabinet
which he recommended to include NPP and NLP politicians as well.
Negotiations with both parties got nowhere and on March 6, 1945 the King
appointed an NDF Cabinet which also incorporated Gheorghe Tatarescu’s
Liberal and Anton Alexandrescu’s National-Peasant splinter groups.

A correct understanding of the March 6, 1945 moment compels us take
into consideration Romania’s evolution as part of a geopolitical context that
had been shaped by great-power agreements. The communist parties’
ascent was obvious in the countries inside the Soviet domination sphere:
in Bulgaria, the communist-led Fatherland Front has assumed power in
September 1944; in Albania the communists had come to rule in October
1944 and in Yugloslavia, governing reins had already been in their hands
since November 1943; the situation in Poland, Cszechoslovakia and Hun-
gary was also favouring the Soviet-supported communists.

Still, it should be noted that in Romania the communist party adopted
a cunning, low-profile attitude: in the Cabinet of March 6, 1945 they held
only 5 of 18 ministerial portfolios — the Ministry of the Interior/Techari
Georgescu, and the Ministry of Justice/Lucretiu Patragcanu/ — which,
however, were crucially important to the country’s evolutions in those
times of through political confrontations.

The historical parties’ leaders failed to grasp the full thrust of the Groza
Cabinet’s installation and believed that the Anglo-Americans would be
stepping in to salvage democracy in Romania and impose a broad coalition
government which was to return the country to the pre-February 10, 1938
regime.

In order to generate a climate auspicious to the newly named cabinet,
on March 9 I.V. Stalin agreed that north-western Transylvania (under
Soviet administration since November 1944) should be returned to Roma-
nia which was equal to de facto annulment of the Viena Diktat. In its turn,
on March 23 the Groza government passed the decree-law on land reform
stipulating expropriation of a 1 468 946 ha surface of which 1 109 569 ha
were to be distributed to 917 777 peasant families.

On the communists’ initiative who wanted to erode the ranks of the
historical parties as badly as possible, steps were taken to create new
homonymous parties. That led to the birth on July 1, 1945 of Gheorghe
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Tatarescu’s National Liberal Party including most chief of county affiliates
of the Liberal Party headed by Constantin I.C. Bratianu. The bases were
laid the same month for a National Peasant Party led by Anton Alexan-
drescu; the newborn party, however lacked in political organizations were
called and organizational measures were taken for the purpose of consoli-
dating NDF strength and appeal amid ordinary people. Problems cropped
up inside the Social-Democratic Party (SDP) since its chief, Constantin-Ti-
tel Petrescu did not agree to trail the communist line, tilting in lieu for
collaboration with the opposition democratic forces of Iuliu Maniu and
Constantin I.C. Bratianu.

Committing itself with might and main to the anti-Hitler war in terms
of both human and material effort was among the government's major
concerns. After Hungary’s liberation, the Romanian troops were over-whel-
mingly directed to more on to Czechoslovakia where they fought terribly
heavy fights in extremely harsh weather and rugged terrain. Zvolen and
Banska-Bystrica were among the localities that were freed by the Roma-
nian army. On May 6 they were a fighting force of the Prague Operation
which lasted until May 12 well after World War Two in Europe had ended.

Romania had supported the anti-German struggle with all its human
and material potential, coming fourth as regards the blood sacrifice offered
on battlefields in the West. In spite of fierce domestic disputes all the
country’s political forces, both the ruling and the opposition ones, deman-
ded that Romania be accorded co-belligerent status. The great powers,
however, kept on treating it as defeated state ally of Germany’s.

A significant role in outlining the postwar world configuration went to
the Potsdam Conference (July 17 — August 2, 1945) where the top US,
Soviet and British leaders also discussed about the peace treaties that were
to be concluded with Italy, Bulgaria, Finland, Romania and Hungary.
Availing himself of that opportunity, Iuliu Maniu sent the conferences
messages demanding the big powers’ support for the creation of a repre-
sentative government in the country to call free elections. Considering that
the governments that had assumed power in Bulgaria, Romania and
Hungary were not representative of their countries, the US and British
declined to extend them recognition and implicitly, to commence peace
negotiations with them.

For another thing, on July 9, 1945 the Soviet Union had awarded the
highest Soviet Order ,,Victoria*“ to King Michael and on August 6 decided
on entering into diplomatic relations with the Romanian government.

On August 18, the US representative to Romania sent a verbal note to
foreign Minister Gheorghe Tatarescu saying that the US wanted ,,a regime
which should be representative of the domestic public opinion and com-
posed of all democratic forces of the country“; the note also showed that the
US would only sign a peace treaty with ,a democratic representative
government®. The Foreign Minister of Romania declined the note which he
considered null and void because the US could only address to a govern-
ment which it did not recognize through the medium of the High Allied
Control Commission and not directly. Consultations were then held with
the participation of representatives of historical parties and the King as
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well as of the US and British missions in Bucharest where they agreed on
recommending the monarch to replace the Groza-led Cabinet with another
ruling team.

On August 20 the King asked Dr. Petru Groza to ,help“ him and find a
way out of the situation created by the US note, consolidated by another
from the British which had been sent personally to him. The government
chief replied that both notes were worthless because in the absence of
diplomatic relations with Romania both the US and Britain had to address
to the Romanian authorities via the High Allied Control Commission. The
next day, on August 21, the King sent a letter to the Soviet British and US
governments saying as follows: ,Taking into consideration that Prime
Minister Groza declines to step down I am asking for your intervention“
(Doc. 77). Following that divorce between the King and government, the
monarch declared what was named ,royal strike”.

In keeping with the Constitutional provisions, the Prime Minister was
appointed by the King who also had the right to demand his resignation.
With the only difference that the Groza government had been appointed
by the will of the Kremlin and not of the King; so, it feit itself accountable
to the former — not to the Constitutional warrant of the country.

King Michael was absent at the first celebration of August 23 when a
triumphal welcome was organized for the Romanian troops coming back
home from the front. A Council of Ministers statement of August 24 showed
that ,at odds with domestic realities, the leaders of the antidemocratic
political groups in Romania, Maniu and Bratianu, are attempting to kindle
an artificial government crisis. By way of wire-pulling and behind-the-scenes
machinations, these circles are seeking to sow the seeds of discord between
government, people and the King advising him to take steps that harm
both the nation's interests and the Crown’s" (Doc. 78). And further, ,the
government, enjoing nationwide support, is absolutely firm on staying in
office to take further and carry through the constructive work which it
started on March 6, 1945“ (Doc. 78). For legislating activity the Cabinet
was using Council of Ministers Bulletins that did not need to bear the
Monarch’s signature.

In September a Romanian government delegation headed by Petru
Groza went to the Soviet Union and conferred with 1.V, Stalin who indicat-
ed what was to be done for the purpose of overcoming the political crisis.
Looking for ways to defuse the government’s strained relations with King
Michael and stepping up the fight against the National Peasant and the
National Liberal parties were the most important recommendations.

In October 1945 the communist party of Romania called its all-country
Conference which passed a vast program of action in every field of econo-
mic, social and political life and decided on the party’s strategy and tactics
in that historical context. The fact should be noted that the Conference
documents did not make any reference to the prospect of raising a socialist
society in Romania while insisting on the construction of a modern demo-
cratic society.

Also in October the US Secretary of State sent Mark Ethridge to
Bulgaria and Romania with the mission of seeing first-hand what the
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political situation in those countries was like and reporting back home.
That was the context in which the domestic opposition forces felt that they
seize the opportunity of King Michael’s name-day anniversary, November
8, in order to openly display their hostility to the Groza-led Cabinet and
sympathy for the Sovereign. An appeal was published in the National
Peasant Party newspaper ,Ardealul” urging ,all people in the country“ to
congregate in the Royal Palace Square and ,.express their love, devotion
and unshattered trust“ in the King. The demonstration drew in dozen
thousands of people who were scanning ,The King and the country“,
,Briatianu and Maniu*, ,Terror Down“, and ,Freedom*“. It was the first
biggest protest against the regime that the Soviets had imposed in the
Central and South-East European states. Police forces stepped into action
and dispersed the demonstrators; according to official reports, 11 people
were killed and tens more wounded in the clashes that opposed demonstra-
tors and public-order forces. Arrests were then made, those taken into
police custody being charged with participation in fascist anti-state actions.
The demand was for the first time heard at the ,popular rallies” staged on
the initiative of the governing political forces that the National Peasant
and National Liberal Parties be dissolved and their leaders sent tojail. On
the other hand, the NPP and NLP leaders strongly dissociated themselves
from the violent outburst of November 8 and were claiming that their fight
pursued exclusively political ends and developed according to the rigours
of law.

Obviously, those scrupules were not entirely pointless even though
nobody was very much concerned any longer with Constitutional legality
which they abandoned in exchange for a new form of political struggle
based on ,,people’s democracy”. The National Democratic Front was obser-
vant of the law to the extent that it served its political interests. In January
and February the legally-appointed mayors and prefects had been replaced
with appointments ,elected by the masses of people“, that NDF adepts; in
early March already, workers had refused to print newspapers and other
publications that were critical of the NDF; after March 6, Dr.Petru Groza
decided that no or very small amounts of print paper be given to the
anti-government press. Denial of opposition party rallies or attacks when
they were allowed by persons ,choking with indignation“ at the fascist.
reactionary forces’ activities were other violations of the democratic rights
and freedoms. Unauthorized house searches and arrests, squealings and
calumny spreading proliferated in the latter half of 1945. The Special
Intelligence Service watched closely the activities of opposition parties and
politicians while the government was taking steps to obstruct them.

Laws on tracking and serving punishment on war criminals and per-
sons guilty of the country’s disaster, and on purging the public administra-
tion structure were applied as it suited the ruler’s interests; actually, it
meant dealing blows at the political opponents of those holding the reins
of power and framing up public trials against them. There often happened
that ex-Iron Guardist were promoted to senior positions of the communist
party and the state administration whereas prominent figures with repu-
ted democratic credentials who did not embrace the new regime were
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persecuted and victimized. Apprehensions of personal freedom and fear at
likely reprisal from the government were seizing the country.

While Romanian national opposition forces had become the target of
increasingly tougher attacks, national minorities were enjoying a privi-
leged status. In the face of Soviet occupier’s pressures, the minorities”
status had already been adopted on February 7, 1945 which was actually
an instrument of discriminating treatment of Romanians citizens. Taking
advantage of that status and sensing where ,the winds were blowing®,
many Jewish and Hungarian leaders applies for communist party mem-
bership and took over important positions in the state and propaganda
(press, radio) structures of which they availed themselves in order to strike
at Romanian national forces, chiefly the historical parties. Fast changing
their political colours and casting off overnight the Horthy attire for the
communist one, many Hungarian leaders continued to promote their
anti-Romanian policies under the newly-assumed mantle. Lucretiu Patras-
canu's attempt to elucidate the situation in Transylvania in the spirit of
historical truth and international law irritated the Hungaryan circles
while officials in Bucharest labeled his conduct nationalist.

On the other side, the entire ethnic German minority became the target
of persecution and retaliation; quite a hunt was unleashed for them only
to be sent for internment in Soviet camps.

Refugees from Bessarabia and northern Bukovina were in a dramatic
plight; Soviet occupiers were exerting pressures to have them sent back
into the Soviet Union where deportation to Siberia was fate the majority
of them could expect. The Groza Cabinet tried to limit repatriations as
much as it could but its interventions to Soviet officials ended up with
disappointing results.

The first Romanian resistance nuclei to fight the Soviet occupation
regime came into being in 1945. Still, resistance was mainly put up at the
political level and its most prominent spokesman was the National Peasant
Party chief Iuliu Maniu.

Economic stoppages, the drought in the summer of 1945 which ruined
crops, and problems linked to transition from war to civilian economy had
deeply adverse effects on people’s life which was growing from bad to worse.
Difficulties, anyway severe, were made far harsher by the obligation to
fulfill the pledges assumed under the Armistice Convention of September
12, 1944 which demanded to dismember a large number of industrial
factories and send their components into the URSS along with shipments
of a variety of goods — oil, salt, timber, skin and leather, cattle, wool, etc.
The first Sovroms were created in 1945, that is units which the Soviets
used for systematically exploiting the Romanian economy. In order to curb
declining outputs, in November 1945 the government set up the High
Council of the National Economy which was granted important prerogati-
ves of state intervention into private enterprise.

Evolutions in Romania like in the other states of Soviet domination
sphere could not be separated from the big powers’ position. The fact should
be noted that the State Department did not make public Mark Ethridge’s
report denying the Groza government’s representative character. More-
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over, US officials issued a press release saying as follow: ,Instead of
hostility the US has shown its sympathy for the Soviet effort in the sense
of developing a closer and friendlier association with its neighbours in the
Central and South-East Europe. The US is fully aware of the Soviet Union’s
special security interests in these countries which we recognized in the
agreements that had been made with regard to occupation and control of
ex-enemy states®.

Gathered in Moscow for a conference over December 16-26, 1945, the
Soviet Foreign Minister, the US Secretary of State and the British Secre-
tary for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs examined the evolution of the
international situation, Romania’s situation too. They agreed on giving
King Michael the advice he had requested — more exactly, ,,a National
Peasant Party and a National Liberal Party member should be included in
the Cabinet“ (Doc. 107); the three big powers took note that ,the Romanian
government, reshuffled accordingly, would fast call free, unhindered elec-
tions based on universal and secret ballot; all democratic, anti-fascist
parties should have the right to run in the elections and field their own
candidates; the reorganized government should provide guarantees for the
freedom of the press, freedom of speech, freedom of faith and freedom of
association; in the aftermath, the US and Great Britain pledged to extend
recognition to the Groza-led Cabinet.

While the Moscow Conference communiqué aroused a skeptical reac-
tion among the leaders of historical parties, Prime Minister Petru Groza
was entirely content with it because the communiqué was tilting the scales
of his confrontation with King Michael and the monarch’s supporters in his
favour.

*
* *

The present volume, edited by the General Department of the State
Archives, contains Romanian and foreign archive documents dating from
the year 1945 as well as other outstandingly important documents that
shaped domestic politics in that year of paramount significance for the
national and world history. The authors’ major concern lay in offering a
comprehensive and real image of the evolution of the country’s political life,
including the major domestic and foreign factors that influenced it, rather
than in presenting novelties for the sake novelty.

IOAN SCURTU
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Etude introductive

L’An 1945 dans Phistoire de 1a Roumanie

Pour I'histoire de 'humanité I'an 1945 a marqué la fin de la deuxiéme
guerre mondiale. Déclanchée le premier septembre 1939, cette conflagra-
tion a dépassé toutes les autres antérieures par son ampleur, par le nombre
des participants, le matériel, les sacrifices humains, les destructions ma-
térielles et spirituelles. Conformément & certaines informations statis-
tiques, 4 la deuxiéme guerre mondiale ont participé 61 états, aevc une
population de 1,7 milliards d’hommes; les opérations militaires se sont
déroulées sur un territoire de quarante pays de 'Europe, de 'Asie et de
I'Afrique; le nombre total de mobilisés a été de 1110 milions d’hommes et
celui des victimes de 50 millions environ, dont plus de la moitié apparte-
nant a la population civile.

Pendant la guerre on a constitué La Coalition des Nations Unies —
formée de I'Union Soviétique, la Grande Bretagne et les Etats Unis — dont
I'objectif central était la défaite des Puissances de 'Axe (I’Allemagne,
I'Italie et le Japon). A partir d’octobre 1943, les trois grandes puissances
ont commencé a adopter des décisions concernant I'organisation du monde
apres la guerre, fondées sur l'idée des sphéres d’influence. Un an plus tard,
en octobre 1944, on a réalisé le fameux ,accord de pourcentage“ entre
V.1.Stalin et W. Churchil, qui prévoyait pour la Roumanie une influence
soviétique de 90% et celle de ses alliés occidentaux (la Grande Bretagne et
les Etats Unis) de 10%.

Le début de 1945 trouvait la Roumanie dans une situation complexe. A
partir d’aodt 1944 L’'armée roumaine luttait a c6té de 'Armée Rouge pour
vaincre ’Allemagne. A I'intérieur, la dispute politique devenait de plus en
plus puissante; depuis le 23 aoit deux gouvernement s’étaient succédés
(présidés par le général Constantin Sanatescu), et le troisieme dirigé par
le général Radescu, était véhémentement contesté par les forces politiques
constituées dés octobre 1944, dans le Front National Démocrate.

La situation internationale de la Roumanie avait été réglementé par la
Convention d’armistice de 12 septembre 1944, qui établissait, en fait, un
régime d’occupation soviétique, Aprés avoir libéré le territoire national, le
25 octobre 1944, les troupes roumaines continuaient leur offensive vers
Tisa par l'opération ,Debretin“. Presque simultanément on a déroulé
Popération ,Budapesta“, qui a connu une phase extrémement sanglante
entre le premier et le quinze janvier, avec des combats livres & l'intérieur
de la ville. Lorsque la capitale de la Hongrie était presque conquise par les
troupes roumaines, cellon-ci ont re¢u l'ordre de se déplacer sur le front de
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la Tchécoslovaquie. Cette décision avait un caractere politique, puisque les
chefs soviétiques n’avaient pas admis que I'étendard victorieux soit hissé
sur les institutions de la Hongrie. La Décision du Haut Commandement
Soviétique a provoqué un état d’'amertume et méme de mécontentement
parmi les militaires roumains.

Deés le mois de janvier 1945, la vie politique de la Roumanie a pris un
cours plus agité, puisque les forces goupées dans le Front National-Demo-
crate ont déclanché I'offensive pour renverser le gouvernement Radescu.

Entre 31 décembre 1944 et le 16 janvier 1945, Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej,
représentant de marque du Parti Communiste Roumain, a visité Moscou,
ou il a entamé la maniere d’agir en vue de prendre le pouvoir. Cette idée
résulte clairement de ’exposé fait a la réunion du Conseil National-Démo-
crate de 24 janvier 1945 ot I'on a fixé la tactique a suivre et les principales
directions du programme de gouvernement. Le probléme de la conquéte du
pouvoir politique a été posé ouvertement au Congrés des sindicats de 26-30
janvier, qui a décidé la constitution de la Confédération Générale du
Travail. A peu prés en méme temps on a publié le Programme de gouver-
nement du Front National-Démocrate, ou on précisait: ,L’Expérience faite
avec les gouvernements de coalition jusqu’a présent démontre clairement
que le pays et le peuple roumain ont besoin d’'un gouvernement vraiment
democrate, issu de la concentration dans un seul front — Le Front National
Démocrate de toutes les forces démocratiques, puissament liées sur la base
d’'un programme unitaire du gouvernement du pays, dont les problemes
vitaux soient immédiatement résolus” (Doc. 7).

A leur tour, les partis historiques (National des Paysans et National
Libéral), ainsi que le roi se pronongaient pour le maintien du gouvernement
Radescu; ils appréciaient que I'effort principal devait étre concentré sur le
front, afin de finir au plus vite possible la guerre, aprés quoi, en conditions
de normalité, on organise des élections libres qui décident sur les program-
mes de réforme qui allaient étre réalisés.

Les chefs du Front National-Démocrate envisageaient pouvoir influen-
cer les ouvrier des villes, mais attirer les paysans — qui représentaient 80%
de la population de la Roumanie — c’était tres difficile. C'est la raison pour
laquelle ils ont décidé de toucher la corde la plus sensible de ceux-xi, a
savoir la désir de posséder un terrain. Dés le mois de décembre 1944, le
gouvernement avait décidé de constituer une Comission qui devait étudier
la réforme agraire, dont le chef était Ion Hudita, ministre de 'agriculture
et des domaines (national-paysan). A la suite de nombreuses discussions,
Gheorghe Zane a déposé, au nom du Parti National des Paysans, le projet
de loi qui stipulait la nationalisation des grandes propriétés fonciéres de
plus de 50 hectares dans les zones de plaine et de 30 hectares pour les
collines et les montaignes; ,la division compléte de la terre alait étre
réalisée aprés la fin de la guerre et la démobilisation de 'armée“ (Doc. 13).
Romulus Zaroni, le représentant du Front National Démocrate a pris la
parole tout de suite, déclarant qu’il n’avait pas confiance que le gouverne-
ment Radescu soit capable d’accomplir la réforme agraire, donc il s’est
retiré de la Comission. Le méme jour, le Comité Central du Front des
Laboureurs a publié un manifest vers les paysans, ol on affirmait: "Onn’a
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rien de bon & attendre de ce gouvernement, car la plupart de ses ministres
—envoyés la par les chefs du Parti National des Paysans et le Parti National
Libéral ne veulent pas mettre les paysans en possession des terres“
(Doc. 15). Le manifeste offrait des garanties que le ,gouvernement du Front
National-Démocrate va consentir par la loi les travaux de confiscation des
grandes propriétés fonciéres et de distribution des terres aux paysans“. En
tant que réponse a 'appel qui leur avait été adressé — paru sur un fond
psychologique extrémement propice — une grande partie des paysans a
commencé a occuper les grandes propriétés foncieres, sans tenir compte
qu'il n’existait encore aucune loi qui leur donne ce droit.

Apres avoir déclaré que le gouvernement Ridescu ne voulait pas
réaliser une réelle démocratisation du pays, Le Front National Démocrate
a agi pour s’emparer des mairies et des préfectures; c’est ainsi qu’a la fin
du mois de février 1945 dans plus de 50 départements (de 58 au total)
étaient installés deja des maires et des préfets provenant du Front.

Les partis historiques ont condamné cette action illégale, proposant
l'organisation des élections dans les communes et les départements, ce qui
n'est pas accepté par le Front. Le général Nicolae Radescu, président du
Conseil des Ministres, aprées avoir constaté la détérioration de la situation
politique, a tenu un discours de 11 février 1945, ou il a affirmé:. ,Les
passions politiques ont occupé toujours une place d’honneur chez nous.
Maintenant la situation est la méme. A ce moment-ci, comme toujours
d’ailleurs, il y a des ambitions que I'on ne peut pas maitriser, et ceux qui
les possédent, s’agitent sans cesse et essaient, méme aux prix de I'asservis
sement du pays, de les satisfaire. Et puisil y a des gens qui aiment le chaos,
parce que dans cette situation incerte n'importe qui peut trouver une place
propice pour conspirer. Il a apprécié ,qu’aucun ministre ne peut étre
appelé saboteur ou réactionnaire”, a déclaré que,la réforme agraire ne peut
et ne doit étre accomplie qu'apreés la fin de la guerre®, a dit que ,tant que
les freins du gouvernement seront dans mes mains je défendrai, 4 tout prix,
la tranquilité et 'ordre dans le pays“ (Doc. 16).

Entre 4-11 février 1945 a eu lieu a Yalta (de Crimée) la Conférence
soviéto-anglo-américaine, qui a eu un rdle important pour beaucoup de
peuples (y compris les Roumains). Dans le communiqué officiel on affirmait
que L.V. Stalin, W. Churchill et F.D. Roosevelt sont arrivés ,a 'accord
commun de mener la méme politique des trois gouvernements dans la
période d’instabilité dans ’Europe et aider les peuples de 'Europe libérée
de la domination de 'Allemagne nazie et des peuples des ex-états satellites
de I'Axe, de résoudre par des moyens démocratiques leurs problémes
politiques et économiques les plus urgents“. Au dela de cette présentation
générale, les hommes politiques ont affirmé que c'est a Yalta que I'on a
réalisé la division de 'Europe, les états de la zone centrale et de sud-est du
continent — parmi lesquels la Roumanie aussi — étant placés dans la sphére
de domination soviétique.

Les chefs des partis historiques, ainsi que le roi Michel I n’ont pas saisi
le sens réel des conventions de Yalta et ont continué a espérer que ,les
Anglais et les Américains ne sacrifieraient pas la Roumanie mais au
contraire 'aideraient de revenir 4 la démocratie”. Ces forces politiques sont
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restées, pour la plupart, les yeux fixés vers le passé, espérant revenir au
régime d’avant le 10 février 1938; ainsi ils n'ont pas réalisé les mutations
passées dans le mental collectif aprés six années de regimes totalitaires,
entre lesquelles quatre années de guerre, avec tous ses drames et priva-
tions.

Une analyse attentive de I'état d’esprit de la Roumanie montre une
certe similitude avec celui de la fin de la premiére guerre mondiale, lorsque
les masses de citoyens sentaient le besoin de s’exprimer, de participer a la
vie publique, de ,rompre avec le passé“. Cet état d'esprit a été mis en valéur
par le Front National-Démocrate, qui a réussi a entrainer des dizaines et
des centaines d’hommes a participer a la vie publique, animés par la foi
qu'ils seront capables de construire ,,un monde meilleur, plus droit”.

Etant préoccupé de grandir en méme temps ses effectifs et de fortifier
ses organisations (le Front des Laboureurs, 'Union des Patriotes, I'Union
Populaire Magyare, syndicats etc.), le Parti Communiste a agi afin de créer
des bréches au sein des partis historiques. Ainsi il a attiré un groupe massif
libéral, ayant a leur téte Gh.Tatarescu, qui a accepté collaborer avec le
Front National-Démocrate, y compris dans le gouvernement. La scission
du Parti National des Paysans a été plus difficile; pourtant, le 23 février
un goupe dirigé par Anton Alexandrescu (ex-président de la Jeunesse
Nationale Paysanne) a quitté ce parti pour adhérer au Front National-Dé-
mocrate.

La lutte politique s’est déroulée surtout dans la rue. En février 1945,
de l'initiative du Parti Communiste on a organisé des manifestations sur
tout le territoire du pays, pendant lesquelles on demandait la demission de
Réadescu et la formation d’'un gouvernement F.N.D, dont le chef soit dr.
Petru Groza, président du Front des Laboreurs. Le nombre de ces manife-
stations a atteint le sommet le 24 février 1945, par la manifestation
déroulée a Bucarest, ou on a enregistré des conflits avec les forces d’ordre
et qui ont dégénéré en confrontations sanglantes. Quand a Nicolae Rades-
cu, il a parlé le méme soir a la radio, soulignant que les révoltes avait été
provoqués par ,certains individus sans ancétres et sans Dieu, qui ont trahi
leur peuple, ouvrant le feu sur le pays, sur les tombeaux récents de nos
soldats* (Nac. 19). Il a déclaré aussi que ,quelque individus, dirigés par
deux étrangers, Ana Pauker et le hongrois Vasile Luca, cherchent s’empa-
rer du pouvoir par la terreur” (Doc. 19). Un contemporain (Arthur Gould
Lee) appréciait que celui-ci a été ,la derniére voix hostile au communisme
qui s’est fait entendre a la radio Bucharest. Cela parce que la censure
pratiquée par la Haute Comission Alliée de Contréle (soviétique) n'a pas
permis que 'on exprime des points de vue hostiles au Parti Communiste.
Apres les événements de 24 février, un groupe de généraux et d’officiers
supérieurs roumains, aussi bien que plusieurs membres de I'Académie
Roumaine se sont désolidarisés publiquement de la politique du chef du
gouvernement. Les troupes soviétiques, a leur tour ont commencé a désar-
mer les soldats roumains trouvés a I'intérieur du pays, ce qui a déterminé
le proteste du général Sanatescu, chef de I'Etat Major de 'Armée Rou-
maine.
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C’est dans cette atmosphere d'extréme tension, le 26 février, que
A. 1. Vyshinski, premier adjoint du commissaire du peuple pour les affaires
extérieures de URSS s’est déplacé en Roumanie, ou il a eu quelques
discussion avec le roi Michel I. L'émissaire du Kremlin n’a pas hésité de la
nommer ,fasciste”, épithete appliqué aussi & ceux qui 'avaient soutenu,
dont le chef était Iuliu Maniu. A cause du fait que, suivant la Convention
d’armistice, le fascisme devait étre interdit en Roumanie, la conclusion
était claire. Pour toucher le jeune roi sans expérience, Vyshinski a accom-
pagné ses arguments d’'une attitude brutale (il avait frappé la table du
poing, claqué la porte, affirmé ,Yalta c’est moi“), etc. Mis au courant sur
les démarches de Vyshinski, les représentants de la Grande Bretagne et
des Etats Unis ont proposé dans la Haute Comission Allieé de Contrdle, le
28 février ,une consultation préalable” (Doc. 23) concernant la situation de
la Roumanie et I'établissement d’'un point de vue commun pour résoudre
la crise politique. Mais A.I. Vyshinski a répondu le 5 mars a peine que
I'Union Soviétique avait besoin d’'un gouvernement ,vraiment démocrati-
que” pour ,assurer dans la Roumanie, qui représente I'arriere du front de
I’Armée Rouge, 'ordre et la tranquilité, assurant en méme temps I'accom-
plissement honorable et consciencieux des conditions de la Convention
d’armistice” (Doc. 35). Les interventions du ministre roumain de 'exté-
rieur, Constantin Vigoianu, aupres des diplomates des Etats Unis et de la
Grande Bretagne en vue de trouver une solution généralement acceptables
ont enregistré un échec, parce que les puissances occidentales avaient
décidé de laisser les Russes agir & leur gré en Roumanie.

Tuliu Maniu a conseillé le roi de résister aux pressions soviétiques et de
former un governement ,de collaboration® a cause du fait qu'un cabinet
dirigé par Petru Groza ,signifierait une condamnation a mort de la démo-
cratie en Roumanie“. Pourtant, le 2 mars, Michel I a chargé Petru Groza
de former le nouveau gouvernement, en lui suggérant que celui-ci compren-
ne aussi des représentants du Parti National des Paysans et du Parti
National Libéral. Les pourparlers avec les représentants des deux partis
ont échoué donc le mois de mars 1945 le roi a nommé un gouvernement du
Front National-Démocrate dont faisait partie aussi le groupe libéral de
Gheorghe Tatarescu et celui national des paysans d’Anton Alexandrescu.

Afin d’apprécier correctement le moment 6 mars 1945 ou doit tenir
compte du fait que la Roumanie évoluait dans un contexte géopolitique
déterminé par les négociations des grandes puissances. Dans la zone de
domination soviétique les partis communistes de trouvaient dans une
évidente ascension: en Bulgarie le pouvoir se trouvait dans les mains dun
Front de la Partie dirigé par des communistes des septembre 1944, an
Albanie les communistes ont formé le gouvernement en octobre 1944 et en
Yougoslavie dés novembre 1943; en faveur des communistes — appuyes par
les soviétiques — évoluaient les événements de la Pologne, de la Tchecoslo-
vakie et de 1a Hongrie.

Nous devons remarquer le fait que le Parti Communiste Roumain a agi
avec diplomatie, préférant se placer sur un plan secondaire; dans le
gouvernement de 6 mars 1945, les communistes avaient seulement cinq de
18 portofeuilles ministériels, parmi lesquels celui de 'Intérieur (Techarie
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Georgescu) et celui de Justice (par Lucretiu Patrascanu), décisifs pour
I’évolution de la Roumanie dans cette période de puissantes confrontations
politiques.

Les chefs des partis politiques ont réalisé partiellement seulement la
signification du gouvernement Groza, considérant que les Etats Unis et la
Grande Bretagne interviendraient afin de sauvegarder la démocratie en
Roumanie et d'imposer un cabinet de large coalition qui rétablisse le régime
d’avant le 10 février 1938.

Pour créer une atmosphére favorable au nouveau gouvernement,
I.V. Stalin a admis le 9 mars que la partie nord-est de la Transylvanie
(passée sous administration soviétique en novembre 1944) soit rétrocédée
a la Roumanie (acte qui annulait en fait le Diktat de Vienne). A son tour,
le gouvernement Groza a adopté le 23 mars le décret-loi pour la réforme
agraire, conformément auquel ont été expropriés 1.468.946 hectares, dont
1.109.562 ont été distribués a 917.777 familles de paysans.

Pour disloquer des forces de plus en plus importantes des partis
historiques, a l'initiative des communistes on a agi afin de fonder de
nouveaux partis avec des noms identiques. Ainsi, le premier juillet 1945
on a fondé le Parti National Libéral présidé par Gheorghe Tatarescu ou
sont entrés la plupart des chef des organisations départamentales de
I'ancien parti, dirigé par Constantin I.C. Bratianu.

Le méme mois ont été mises les bases du Parti National des Paysans
présidé par Anton Alexandrescu, la force politique de celui-ci était faible,
a cause d'un nombre réduit d’adhérents.

Les organisations politiques du Front National Démocrate également
ont organisé des congres et ont adopté des mesures d'organisation destinées
a consolider leur situation et leur influence parmi les citoyens. Au sein du
Parti-Social-Démocrate ont surgi quelques problémes, a cause du fait que
le président de celui-ci, Constantin Titel- Petrescu, n’acceptait pas suivre
la ligne tracée les communistes, collaborant plitot avec les forces démocra-
tiques d’'opposition, dirigées par Iuliu Maniu et Constantin I1.C. Bratianu.

Une préoccupation importante du gouvernement a été la participation
avec le maximum d’effort humain et matériel a le guerre antihitlérienne.
Apres la libération de la Hongrie, les troupes roumaines ont été dirigéas
en masse vers la Tchecoslovakie, ou ont mené des combats puissants dans
des conditions climatiques et de terrain tres difficiles. Parmi les localités
libérés par I'armée roumaine ont été aussi Zvolen et Banska-Bystrica. Le
6 mai les troupes roumaines ont été entrainées dans 'opération ,,Prague”,
qui a duré jusque le 12 mai, quand la deuxiéme guerre mondiale avait pris
fin.

LaRoumaine a contribué avec toutes ses forces humaines et matérielles
a la lutte contre I'’Allemagne; ainsi elle se situe sur la quatriéme place de
point de vue du sacrifice de sang sur le front de l'ouest.

Méme & l'intérieur les disputes étaient acerbes, toutes les forces poli-
tiques roumaines — celle du gouvernement ainsi que celle de 'opposition —
ont insiste que l'on accorde a la Roumanie le statut de cobelligerant.
Pourtant, les grandes Puissances ont continué a traiter la Roumaine en
tant que vaincu, allié a 'Allemagne.
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Parmis les actions destinées a organiser le monde d’aprés-guerre un
rdle important est revenu a la Conférence de Potsdam (le 17 uillet-2 aout
1945), a laquelle les chef des Etats Unis, de 'Union Soviétique et de la
Grande Bretagne ont discuté aussi le probleme des traités de paix avec
I'Italie, la Bulgarie, la Finlande, la Roumanie et la Hongrie. Profitant de
cette occasion, Iuliu Maniu a expédié des messages par lesquels il sollicitait
Pappui aux Grandes Puissances en vue de constituer en Roumanie un
gouvernement représentatif, qui organise des élections libres. A la Confé-
rence, les délégues de Etats Unis et de 1a Grande Bretagne ont considéré
que les gouvernements de la Bulgarie, de la Roumanie et de la Hongrie
n’étaient pas représenatifs et en conclusion ont refusé les reconaitre et
commencer les négociations de paix avec eux.

D’une autre partie, 'Union Soviétique, apres avoir'décoré le roi Michel
Idelordre ,Victoria“, la plus haute distinction (le 9 juillet 1945) ont décidé,
le 6 aoiit, d’établir des relations diplomatiques avec le gouvernement de la
Roumanie.

A son tour, le représentant des Etats Unis en Roumanie a adressé, le
18 aolit, au ministre de ’Extérieur, Gheorghe Tatarescu une note verbale
ou il exprimait le désir d'instituer ,un régime représentatif de 'opinion
publique roumaine, constitué de tous les groupes démocratiques du pays®,
précisant que son pays n’acceptait signer un traité de paix ,qu’avec un
gouvernement représentatif, démocratique.“ Le ministre roumain de I'Ex-
térieur a rejeté la notes, en la déclarant nulle et non avenue, parce que les
Etats Unis ne pouvaient pas s’adresser directement 4 un gouvernement
qu'il ne connaissait pas, mais seulement par l'intermeéde de la Haute
Comission Alliée de Contrdle. Puis ont été organisées des conférences,
auxquelles ont participé des représentants des partis historiques, du roi,
ainsi que ceux des Etats Unis et de la Grande Bretagne a Bucarest; ainsi
on a décidé de recommander au roi de remplacer le gouvernement Petru
Groza.

Le 20 aoiit, le roi a demandé au docteur Petru Groza de l'aider dans
cette situation créée a la suite de la note américaine, renforcée par une
autre, britanique, qu’il avait recue personnallement. Le chef du gouverne-
ment a répondu que les deux notes étaient sans valeur, puisque les Etats
Unis et la Grande Bretagne n’avaient pas de relations diplomatiques avec
la Roumanie, elle devant s-adresser par I'intermede de la Haute Comission
Alliee de Controle.

Le 21 aofit, le roi a envoyé des lettres au gouvernement de 'Union
Soviétique, la Grande Bretagne et les Etats Unis, ou il affirmait: , Ayant
en vue que le président du Conceil, Groza, refuse de donner sa démission,
je vous prie d’intervenir” (Doc. 77). Depuis ce moment-la, Michel I a
interrom