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Cuvant-inainte
Foreword

Dr. Carmen-Sorina Rijnoveanu

Afirmarea si consacrarea independentei de stat a
Romaniei reprezinta un moment istoric care a marcat
decisiv si fundamental destinul tarii. ,Suntem indepen-
denti, suntem natiune de sine statatoare” era sintagma
ce exprima aspiratiile nationale cele mai profunde de
realizare a marelui proiect de tard asumat de revolu-
tia de la 1848, a carui primad etapa se concretizase prin
Unirea Principatelor din 1859.

Motiunea prin care se lua act de ,independenta
absoluta a Romaniei”, votata de Adunarea Deputatilor,
intrunitd in sesiune extraordinara la data de 9/21 mai
1877, a primit consacrarea oficiala prin sanctionarea
acesteia de catre domnitorul Carol | o zi mai térziy, la
10/22 mai 1877. ,Voim sa fim independenti — afirma
Mihail Kogélniceanu — pentru ca voim sa traim viata
noastra proprie, pentru ca nu voim sa mai patimim
pentru greselile altora, pentru cd voim ca la gurile Du-
narii de jos sa fie un bulevard in contra rezbelului”.

Obiectiv al intregii clase politice romanesti, cuce-
rirea independentei de stat a fost, in fapt, rezultatul
unei indelungi batalii diplomatice, politice si militare,
a carei finalizare a schimbat in mod definitoriu nu nu-
mai statutul politico-juridic al tarii, dar si postura sa
geopolitica de ansamblu in noua configuratie de pu-
tere aparuta in sud-estul Europei, in contextul marilor
transformari sistemice din a doua jumatate a secolului
XIX.

Incd de la izbucnirea crizei orientale din 1875,
chestiunea independentei de stat a dominat agenda
de politica externa a Bucurestilor. Date fiind conditiile
politico-militare si contextul geopolitic si geostrategic,
abordarea a fost una graduala, fiind favorizata, intr-o
primd instantd, o cale diplomatica pentru rezolvarea
multiplelor diferende existente intre Romania si Tnal-
ta Poarta. Principalul instrument diplomatic al acestei
abordari il reprezinta memorandumul adresat Portii

The assertion of Romania’s state independence
remains a historical moment that decisively and fun-
damentally marked the destiny of the country. “We
are independent, we are a nation in its own right!” was
the phrase that expressed the most profound nation-
al aspirations to achieve the great country project - a
project undertaken through the Romanian Revolution
of 1848, and with its first stage materialised through
the Unification of the Romanian Principalities in 1859.

The resolution that took note of the “complete
independence of Romania” was voted by the Assembly
of Deputies in a special session on May 9/21, 1877, and
then received the official consecration through the
ratification by Prince Carol | of Romania the next day,
on May 10/22, 1877. At the time, Mihail Kogalniceanu
claimed the following: “We wish to be independent, be-
cause we wish to live our own life, because we no longer
wish to suffer for mistakes made by others, because we
wish that the southern Mouths of the Danube River be-
come a boulevard against de war.”

Having been a target for the entire Romanian po-
litical class, obtaining state independence was actually
the final result of a lengthy diplomatic, military, and
political battle whose end permanently altered not
only the political and legal status of the country, but
also its overall geopolitical position within the new
power configuration that had appeared in south-east-
ern Europe, on the background of the great systemic
changes in the second half of the 19" century.

Ever since the beginning of the Great Eastern
Crisis in 1875, the issue of state independence over-
whelmingly defined Bucharest’s foreign policy agenda.
Given the political and military circumstances, as well
as the geopolitical and geostrategic background, the
approach was a gradual one; at first, a diplomatic way
to solve the various disputes between Romania and
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in 1876. Solicitarile romanesti la adresa autoritatilor
imperiale otomane cuprindeau, printre altele, recu-
noasterea drapelului si a numelui statului, a statutului
diplomatic al reprezentantilor Romaniei, incheierea
unor conventii pentru reglementarea relatiilor bilate-
rale, precum si delimitarea frontierei pe Dunare. De-
mersurile reflectau o abordare moderata, preferata,
de altfel, de autoritatile romane care incercau sa evite
atat atragerea intr-un potential conflict major, intre
Rusia si Imperiul Otoman, cat si limitarea optiunilor
sale strategice. O potentiala rupere a relatiilor cu Poar-
ta impingea, practic, Romania catre o apropiere fata
de Rusia, optiune considerata la fel de periculoasa ca
si conservarea stdrii de dependentd fatd de Imperiul
Otoman.

Cursul evenimentelor si accelerarea dinamicilor
militare ruso-otomane au pus Romania intr-o situatie
cu deosebire complicata. Refuzul Portii de a accepta
revendicarile romanesti s-a suprapus cu o crestere a
presiunilor, resimtita la Bucuresti, pentru adoptarea
unei strategii de actiune in conditiile unui iminent raz-
boi ruso-turc. Optiunea neutralitatii a fost respinsa de
domnitorul Carol | care considera, in mod realist, ca
o astfel de pozitionare nu numai ca era greu de sus-
tinut din punct de vedere militar-strategic, dar putea
compromite in intregime perspectivele dobandirii
independentei. In aceste conditii, decizia angajarii al3-
turi de Rusia a devenit, in calculele militar-strategice
ale Bucurestilor, singura solutie realista care sa permita
realizarea obiectivului politic national. In aceast3 logi-
cd, decizia de semnare a Conventiei bilaterale ruso-ro-
mane (4/16 aprilie 1877) a devenit unul din momen-
tele de afirmare a existentei independente a statului
roman. Ea era, totodatd, singura manierd posibila de
evitare a transformadrii teritoriului national in teatru de
razboi si de protejare, prin forta tratatelor internatio-
nale si a obligatiilor asumate, a integritatii si suverani-
tdtii nationale in raport cu un aliat nesigur si periculos.
Articolul 2 al Conventiei preciza cu claritate obligatia
asumatd de ,Guvernul Majestatii Sale Imperatorul
tuturor Rusiilor [...] de a mentine si a apara integrita-
tea actuald a Romaniei”. Important de mentionat ca
trupele ruse au intrat pe teritoriul Romaniei fara sa
mai astepte ca Parlamentul de la Bucuresti sa ratifice
Conventia bilaterald, un prim semnal ingrijordtor cu
privire la tipologia de comportament si la intentiile
urmarite de Rusia, justificate in baza ,considerentelor
de ordin strategic” dupa cum avea sa raspunda marele
duce Nicolae, confruntat cu protestele vehemente ale
partii romane.

the High Porte was preferred. The main diplomatic
tool used in this sense the Memorandum that was ad-
dressed to the Porte in 1876. The Romanian requests
to the Ottoman Imperial authorities included, among
others, the recognition of the national flag and of the
state’s name, of the diplomatic status of Romania’s rep-
resentatives, concluding conventions to regulate the
bilateral treaties, as well as delimitation of the border
on the Danube River. Such steps reflected a moderate
approach, which was also preferred by the Romanian
authorities who were trying to avoid both engaging in
a potential major conflict between Russia and the Ot-
toman Empire, as well as limiting its strategic options.
A potential breaking of relations with The Porte would
basically push Romania towards getting closer to Rus-
sia, an option considered as dangerous as maintaining
the state dependence to the Ottoman Empire.

The course of events and the acceleration of the
Russo-Ottoman military dynamics put Romania in a
particularly complicated situation. The Porte’s refusal
in accepting Romania’s demands overlapped with an
increased pressure for Bucharest to adopt a strategy
for action, in the context of an imminent Russo-Turk-
ish war. The option of neutrality was rejected by Prince
Carol |, as he realistically considered that such a posi-
tion was not only difficult to sustain from military and
strategic points of view, but it could also completely
compromise the prospects of obtaining independ-
ence. In these circumstances, the decision to engage
with Russia became the only realistic solution to ob-
tain the national political goal, based on the military
and strategic calculations in Bucharest. By this logic,
the decision to sign a Russo-Romanian bilateral trea-
ty (on April 4/16, 1877) became one of the moments
that asserted the independent existence of the Roma-
nian state. At the same time, it was the only possible
option to avoid turning the national territory into a
theatre of war and to protect — by virtue of interna-
tional treaties and obligations — its national integri-
ty and sovereignty in relation with an unreliable and
dangerous ally. The second article of the treaty clearly
stated the obligation undertaken by “the Government
of His Majesty Emperor of all Russias ... to maintain and
defend the current integrity of Romania.” It should be
mentioned that the Russian troops crossed onto Ro-
manian territory before the Parliament in Bucharest
ratified the bilateral treaty. This would prove to be a
first worrying sign regarding Russia’s type of behaviour
and intentions, justified by “strategic considerations,”
as Grand Duke Nicholas would reply when faced with
the vehement protests of the Romanian side.
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Razboiul de Independentd (1877-1878) este cea
de-a doua etapa a procesului obtinerii independentei
de stat. Intrarea armatei romane in razboi reprezinta
un moment istoric de referintd, dovada a determi-
narii intregii natiuni de a lupta pentru realizarea ma-
rilor idealuri nationale. Inci de la primele discutii cu
tarul Alexandru al ll-lea, domnitorul Carol | a expri-
mat dorinta ca armata romana sa participe efectiv la
razboi. Convins initial cd va obtine usor victoria, par-
tea rusa a declinat propunerea domnitorului roman,
considerand ca forta militara imperiala este suficienta
pentru infrangerea otomanilor. Confruntata, insa, cu
rezistenta neasteptata a acestora, Rusia se vede obli-
gata sa ceara interventia si sprijinul armatei romane.
Telegrama marelui duce Nicolae adresata domnitoru-
lui Carol | este dovada de netagaduit a rolului pe care
tanara armata romana era chemata sa il joace: ,Tur-
cii, adunand cele mai mari trupe la Plevna, ne zdro-
besc. Rog sd faci fuziunea, demonstratiunea si, dacd se
poate, sa treci Dundrea cu armata dupa cum doresti”.
Interventia trupelor romane pe front, imperios solici-
tata de autoritdtile militare ruse, se va dovedi salutard,
inclinand balanta victoriei in favoarea trupelor aliate
romano-ruse. Curajul si determinarea, bravura, inven-
tivitatea si resursele de care au dat dovada trupele ro-
mane in lupta sunt constatate si apreciate ca atare nu
numai de catre comandamentele roman si rus, dar si
de catre observatorii militari strdini prezenti in teatrul
de operatii. Victoriile inregistrate, in conditii dificile, in
fata unui inamic valoros si determinat reprezintd, fara
indoiald, un veritabil botez al focului si temelia evolu-
tiei viitoare a armatei romane. Armata, prin eforturile,
sacrificiile si prestigiul dobandit pe campul de luptd, a
devenit factor de coeziune si simbol al afirmarii Roma-
niei pe scena internationala si, deopotriva important,
a legitimat aspiratiile istorice de recunoastere ca stat
suveran si independent.

Cand operatiile militare nu se incheiasera, ince-
pea o a treia etapg, la fel de dificild, a procesului de
promovare si aparare a intereselor nationale roma-
nesti, respectiv negocierile diplomatice pentru in-
cheierea armistitiului si pacii. Simpla recunoastere ca
membru cu drepturi depline la procesul de negocieri,
precum si prezentarea si respectarea revendicarilor
legitime ale statului roman au devenit subiectul unei
batalii diplomatice de amploare. Romaniei nu i se per-
mite participarea la negocierile de pace ruso-otomane
de la San Stefano (ianuarie/februarie 1878), devenind
evident la Bucuresti ca efortul militar al armatei roma-
ne si angajamentele anterioare luate de Rusia nu vor

The War of Independence (1877-1878) repre-
sented the second stage in the process of obtaining
state independence. The entry into war of the Roma-
nian army was a historic milestone, being proof of
the entire nation’s determination to fight for accom-
plishing the great national ideals. From the very first
discussions with Emperor Alexander Il, Prince Carol |
expressed his wish for the Romanian army to actually
take part in the war. The Russian side, being certain at
first of an easy victory, declined the Romanian Prince’s
proposal, convinced that the Russian military forces
were enough to defeat the Ottomans. However, once
confronted with their unexpected resistance, Russia
was forced to ask for the intervention and support of
the Romanian army. The telegram from Grand Duke
Nicholas, addressed to Prince Carol | of Romania, rep-
resented the indisputable proof of the role the young
Romanian army was asked to assume, as it stated that:
“The Turks, concentrating their largest troops at Plev-
en, are crushing us. | ask of you to make the merging,
deployment and, if possible, to cross the Danube River
with the army, as you wish.” The intervention of the Ro-
manian troops on the front, urgently requested by the
Russian military authorities, would prove to be wel-
come, as it tipped the balance of victory in favour of
the Romanian-Russian allied forces. The courage and
determination, bravery, ingenuity and resourcefulness
of the Romanian troops in battle were acknowledged
and appreciated as such not only by the Russian and
Romanian commandments, but also by the foreign
military observers present on the theatre of opera-
tions. The triumphs registered in difficult circumstanc-
es, in front of a valuable and determined enemy, repre-
sented, without doubt, a true baptism of fire and the
foundation for the future evolution of the Romanian
army. The army, through its efforts, sacrifices, and the
prestige acquired on the battlefield, became a factor
of cohesion and a symbol of assertion on the interna-
tional stage, and - equally important - it legitimized
the historical aspirations for recognition as a sovereign
and independent state.

When the military operations were not over yet,
a third stage just as difficult began - that of promot-
ing and defending the Romanian national interests
through the diplomatic negotiations for the conclu-
sion of the armistice and peace. The mere recognition
as a full member part of the negotiation process, as
well as the presentation and observance of the legit-
imate demands of the Romanian state, both became
the subject of a large-scale diplomatic battle. Roma-
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impiedica guvernul tarist sa-si impuna propria agenda
geopoliticd si teritoriald, ignorand interesele Romani-
ei. Conducerea de la Bucuresti avea semnale inca din
1876 privind intentiile Rusiei fata de sudul Basarabiei,
zona considerata o componenta importantd a planu-
lui geopolitic tarist, ceea ce explica preocuparea lide-
rilor romani de a obtine anumite garantii preventive,
prin Conventia romano-rusa din aprilie 1877. Drama
Basarabiei intra intr-o noua etapd, pe fondul reveni-
rii Rusiei in logica ambitiilor expansioniste pe directia
Gurilor Dundrii si a Stramtorilor Marii Negre. Desi isi
asumase respectarea integritatii teritoriale a statului
roman, Rusia a insistat sa introduca in prevederile Tra-
tatului de Pace de la San Stefano (19 februarie/3 mar-
tie 1878) cedarea de catre Romania a celor trei judete
din sudul Basarabiei, asigurandu-si astfel accesul la
Gurile Dunarii. Nemultumita de protestele romanesti
fata de raptul teritorial, Curtea imperiala rusa a recurs
laamenintare cu utilizarea fortei, comunicand liderilor
de la Bucuresti cd, in caz de rezistentd, se va proceda la
ocuparea militard a intregului teritoriu romanesc si la
dezarmarea trupelor desfasurate in teatrul de opera-
tii. Rdmane memorabil raspunsul domnitorului Carol
l, care i-a transmis tarului cd ,armata care s-a luptat
la Plevna sub ochii imparatului [..] va putea fi zdro-
bita, dar nu va reusi nimeni niciodatd sa o dezarme-
ze”. Amenintdrile aliatului rus erau cu atat mai grave
cu cat armata romana era in continuare angajata in
operatii militare impotriva trupelor otomane in zona
Vidin. Trupele ruse (aproximativ 100 000 de oameni),
aflate in retragere de pe frontul din Bulgaria, au intrat
pe teritoriul Romaniei, fiind plasate in puncte strategi-
ce cheie, actiune la care s-a raspuns prin desfasurarea
armatei romane in pozitii de luptd in fata armatei ta-
riste, la finalul lunii aprilie 1878. Cei doi aliati se aflau,
practic, in fata unui conflict deschis.

Criza politico-militard aparuta pe relatia Bucu-
resti—Sankt Petersburg a generat un dosar suplimentar
de tensiune care risca sa complice agenda diplomatica
a Marilor Puteri. Acestea erau, la randul lor, confrunta-
te cu provocarile reconstruirii geografiei de securitate
regionale si prevenirii proiectiei de putere rusesti ca-
tre Stramtori si Marea Mediterand, prin gasirea unui
compromis acceptabil. Cu alte cuvinte, o solutie care
sa previna escaladarea tensiunilor pe relatia cu Rusia
si prezervarea concertului european, prin asigurarea
functionarii echilibrului de forte continental. Pe cale
de consecinta, Marile Puteri intrunite la Congresul de
Pace de la Berlin (1/13 iunie-1/13 iulie 1878) au ,refu-
zat sa audd, desi au ascultat” pledoaria romaneasca in

nia was not allowed to participate in the Russo-Ot-
toman peace negotiations in San Stefano (in January/
February 1878), which made it obvious for Bucharest
that the Romanian army’s military effort and Russia’s
previous commitments would not impede the Impe-
rial Government to impose its own geopolitical and
strategic agenda, thus ignoring Romania’s interests.
The leadership in Bucharest had had signals since 1876
about Russia’s intentions towards southern Bessara-
bia, which was considered an important component
of the Imperial geopolitical plan, which explained the
concern of Romanian leaders to obtain certain pre-
ventive guarantees through the Romanian-Russian
treaty of April 1877. The drama of Bessarabia entered
a new stage amid the return of Russia to the logic of its
expansionist ambitions regarding the Danube Mouths
and the Black Sea Straits. Although it had assumed to
respect Romania’s territorial integrity, Russia insisted
on including as part of the provisions of the Treaty of
San Stefano (February 19/March 3, 1878) Romania’s
cession of the three counties in southern Bessarabia,
thus ensuring its access to the Danube Mouths. Dis-
satisfied with Romania’s protests regarding the terri-
torial seizure, the Russian Imperial Court resorted to
threatening with the use of force, as it informed the
leaders in Bucharest that, in case of resistance, it would
proceed to carry out the military occupation of the
entire Romanian territory and the disarmament of
the troops deployed in the theatre of operations. The
reply from Prince Carol | shall remain memorable, as
he communicated to the Emperor that “the army that
fought in Pleven under the eyes of the Emperor... could
be crushed, but no one would ever manage to disarm
it” The Russian ally’s threats were all the more serious
given that the Romanian army was still engaged in
military operations against the Ottoman troops in the
Vidin area. The Russian troops (approximately 100,000
people) that were in retreat from the Bulgarian front
crossed over to Romanian territory, and were placed in
strategic key points. In response to this action, the Ro-
manian army was deployed in battle position in front
of the Imperial army, at the end of April 1878. The two
allies were basically faced with an open conflict.

The political and military crisis on the Bucha-
rest-Sankt Petersburg axis generated additional ten-
sion that risked complicating the diplomatic agenda
of the great powers. These, in turn, faced the challeng-
es of rebuilding the geography of regional security and
preventing the projection of the Russian power into
the straits and the Mediterranean Sea by finding an ac-
ceptable compromise. In other words, they were look-
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favoarea mentinerii si apardrii integritdtii sale teritori-
ale fata de un stat vecin abuziv si agresiv. Bilantul Con-
gresului de Pace de la Berlin ramane, insd, unul pozitiv,
confirmand si sanctionand noul statut al Romaniei ca
stat independent, asadar realizarea dezideratului asu-
mat la intrarea in rizboi. In termeni teritoriali, Roma-
niei 1i era recunoscuta suveranitatea asupra Dobrogei,
Deltei Dunarii si Insulei Serpilor. Succesul diplomatic a
venit insa si cu importante costuri teritoriale, de altfel
anticipate la Bucuresti. Conform termenilor tratatului
de pace, Romania ,retroceda” Rusiei sudul Basarabi-
ei, protestele reprezentantilor romani fiind complet
ignorate. Trauma trddarii din partea unui aliat si cama-
rad de arme a fost resimtita intens de clasa politicd si
opinia publica romaneasca. Modul in care a fost trata-
ta Romania de catre aliatul rus, atat in timpul conflic-
tului, dar mai ales dupa incheierea ostilitatilor va lasa
urme adanci in mentalul colectiv al poporului roman,
contribuind la consolidarea unui profund sentiment
de nesiguranta si neincredere, ce s-a perpetuat pana
in zilele noastre in societatea romaneasca prin raport
cu Rusia.

Recunoasterea Independentei Romaniei in fe-
bruarie 1880 de cdtre reprezentantii Marii Britanii,
Frantei si Germaniei, printr-o nota comuna adresata
Ministerului de Externe roman, precum si proclama-
rea Regatului, la 14/26 martie 1881, inscriau, cu drep-
turi depline, statul roman in concertul statelor lumii.
Independenta a fost obtinutd, asadar, printr-un efort
conjugat diplomatic, politic si militar. Sacrificiile sol-
datilor pe fronturile din Balcani, curajul si determina-
rea lor in luptd, credinta in realizarea marilor idealuri
nationale au asigurat Romaniei atat victoria diploma-
ticd cat, mai ales, legitimitatea idealurilor nationale.
Relatiile complicate cu Rusia si raptul teritorial de la
finalul razboiului aveau insa sa marcheze in mod pro-
fund directiile de politica externa si de securitate ale
statutului roman independent. Perceptia amenintarii
Rusiei va determina o orientare pragmatica a facto-
rilor de decizie politici si militari romani catre alianta
cu Germania, singura in masura sa actioneze ca o des-
curajare reala in fata tentatiilor expansioniste rusesti,
alianta care s-a concretizat in 1883, cand Romania a
aderat la Tripla Alianta.

La aproape un secol si jumdtate de la evenimente,
un simplu inventar al istoriografiei dedicate subiectu-
lui genereaza o impresionanta productie monografi-
ca, acoperind multiple aspecte ale acestuia, de la cel
politico-diplomatic, la cel militar ori social-economic.
Se pot contura doud mari etape in tratarea Razboiului

ing for a solution to prevent a crisis with Russia and to
preserve the Concert of Europe, by ensuring the pres-
ervation of the continental balance of powers would
work. As a consequence, the great powers that met at
the Congress of Berlin (June 13-July 13, 1878) “refused
to hear, although they listened to” the Romanian plea
in favour of maintaining and defending its territorial
integrity against an abusive and aggressive neighbour-
ing state. The outcome of the Congress of Berlin still
remained a positive one, as it confirmed and ratified
Romania’s new status as a sovereign and independent
state, thus acquiring the goal it had assumed at the
entry into war. As far as its territory is concerned, Ro-
mania was recognised sovereignty over Dobrudja, the
Danube Delta, and the Serpent Island. Nonetheless,
the diplomatic success brought some territorial loses,
somehow anticipated in Bucharest. According to the
terms of the peace treaty, Romania “gave back” south-
ern Bessarabia to Russia, with the protests from the
Romanian representatives being completely ignored.
The trauma of betrayal by an ally and comrade-in-
arms was intensely felt by the Romanian political class
and public opinion. The way in which Romania was
treated by the Russian ally, both during the conflict
and especially after the end of hostilities, would leave
deep marks in the collective memory of the Romanian
people, leading to a deep feeling of insecurity and mis-
trust, which can be found to this day in the Romanian
society in relation to Russia.

Recognizing Romania’s independence in February
1880 by the representatives of Great Britain, France, and
Germany through a joint note addressed to the Roma-
nian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as proclaiming
the Kingdom on March 14/26, 1881, asserted with full
rights the Romanian state on the international stage.
Independence was therefore achieved through a joint
diplomatic, political and military effort. The soldiers’
sacrifices on the Balkan fronts, their courage and de-
termination in battle, the faith in the achievement of
the great national ideals ensured Romania’s diplomat-
ic victory and, above all, the legitimacy of its national
aspirations. The complicated relations with Russia and
the territorial seizure at the end of the war, however,
were to profoundly mark the foreign and security pol-
icy of the independent Romanian state. The perceived
Russian threat would lead to a pragmatic approach by
Romanian political and military decision-makers to-
wards an alliance with Germany, the only one capable
of acting as a real deterrent to Russian expansionist
tendencies, an alliance that took shape in 1883 when
Romania joined the Triple Alliance.
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de Independenta, avand drept punct de separatie anii
imediat postbelici si instaurarea regimului comunist in
Romania. Prima dintre etape, ce acopera ultima treime
a secolului al XIX-lea si prima jumatate a celui ulteri-
or, al XX-lea, consemneaza o abordare istoriografica a
Razboiului de Independenta punctata de eforturi de
publicare de documente, marturii cu caracter memo-
rialistic, precum si analize destinate reflectdrii prima-
re a evenimentelor din perspectiva lectiilor invatate
in plan politic, diplomatic ori militar. O a doua etapa
o putem integra schimbarii de discurs istoriografic
impusa de noile dogme ideologice de sorginte sovie-
to-comunista aparute dupd 1945.

In cadrul eforturilor de creare/inventare a unui
trecut pentru relatiile ideologic bune dintre Romania
si Uniunea Sovietica, redescoperirea Razboiului de In-
dependenta a fost consideratd un punct luminos, un
exemplu de bune relatii bilaterale, demn de a fiinvocat
in contextul istoriografic puternic ideologizat al anilor
’50. Rezultatul a fost un amplu efort de documentare
arhivistica reflectat in monumentala colectie de do-
cumente dedicatd Razboiului de Independenta (zece
volume, publicate pe parcursul anilor 1952-1956.)
Seria de volume de documente rimane, pana astazi,
pe de o parte, cel mai amplu corpus de documente
publicat referitor la Razboiul de Independents, iar, pe
de alta parte, un exemplu de partialitate si denaturare
a adevdrului istoric, prin utilizarea de metode si mij-
loace istoriografice cu puternica amprentd ideologica
si politica.

Recuperarea subiectului survine in contextul
desprinderii ideologice de Moscova a regimului co-
munist din Romania, incepand cu a doua jumatate a
anilor '60, si s-a concretizat printr-o bogata productie
istoriografica, prin publicarea de noi colectii de docu-
mente, studii si cercetari dedicate dosarului Razboiu-
lui de Independentd. Chiar daca s-a pastrat ampren-
ta conformitatii ideologice, de aceasta data impusa
cercetdrii istoriografice de constructul ideologic nati-
onal-comunist, cu accent pe cultul personalitétii pu-
ternic promovat in anii '70-'80, realizarile stiintifice din
aceasta perioada raman in continuare un instrument
istoriografic util si necesar in studierea problematicii
independentei si a participarii Romaniei la rdzboiul
ruso-turc.

Dupa 1990, asistam, asa cum era de asteptat, la
o schimbare de discurs si abordare narativa facilitata
de disparitia constrangerilor dogmatice si ideologice.
Aceasta noud libertate stiintificd a determinat si o ex-
tindere a preocuparilor de cercetare, din dorinta de re-

Almost a century and a half later, a simple re-
view of the historiography dedicated to the subject
generates an impressive monographic body of work
covering multiple aspects of the topic, from the po-
litical and diplomatic ones to the military, social and
economic features. Two main stages can be outlined
in the discussion on the War of Independence, with
the immediate post-war years and the establishment
of the communist regime in Romania as a point of dif-
ference. The first of these stages, covering the last third
of the 19% century and the first half of the 20™ cen-
tury, is a historiographical approach of the War of In-
dependence, marked by efforts to publish documents,
memoirs and analyses aimed at a primary reflection of
the events from the perspective of the lessons learned
in political, diplomatic and military terms. A second
stage can be integrated within the change of histori-
ographical discourse, imposed by the new ideological
doctrines of Soviet-communist origins, after 1945. In
the framework of efforts to create/invent a past for
ideologically good relations between Romania and
the Soviet Union, the rediscovery of the War of Inde-
pendence was considered a bright spot, an example of
good bilateral relations, worthy of being evoked in the
strongly ideologized historiography of the 1950s. The
result was an extensive archival documentation effort
reflected in the monumental collection of documents
dedicated to the War of Independence (10 volumes,
published between 1952 and 1956). These volumes re-
main to this day, on the one hand, the largest body of
records published on the War of Independence and, on
the other hand, an example of partiality and distortion
of historical truth through the use of historiographi-
cal methods and means with a strong ideological and
political stamp. The recovery of the subject comes in
the context of the detachment of the communist re-
gime in Romania from Moscow, starting with the sec-
ond half of the 1960s, which materialized through the
publishing of a new collection of documents, studies,
and research dedicated to the dossier of the War of In-
dependence. Although the narrative remained largely
dominated by the ideological compliance this time
imposed by the national-communist dogmatic con-
struct and the cult of personality intensely promoted
in the 1970s and 1980s, the scientific achievements of
that period continue to be a useful and valuable his-
toriographical tool in studying the issue of Romanian
military participation in the Russian-Turkish war.

After 1990, as expected, we can see a change of
discourse and narrative approach facilitated by the
disappearance of ideological and dogmatic restraints.
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cuperare a unor dosare istorice ramase inaccesibile sau
puternic restrictionate in perioada comunist. Intr-o
perspectiva de ansamblu, observam ca, in ultimele trei
decenii, accentul in spatiul istoriografic a cazut in spe-
cial pe istoria secolului XX — cele doua razboaie mon-
diale, anii interbelici si perioada comunistd. Tn acest
context, problematica Razboiului de Independents,
fard a fi relegata unui plan secundar de interes, a fost
mai putin prezenta in spatiul istoriografic. Remarcam,
printre contributiile relevante de data recentd, mono-
grafia Armata Romdna in Rdzboiul de Independentd,
publicata in 2002, care aduce o contributie importan-
ta la cercetarea istorica pe subiect.

Avand in vedere noile trenduri de cercetare in
spatiul istoriografic actual, consideram cu deosebire
util demersul nostru editorial care isi propune sa sa-
tisfaca multiple obiective si sa aduca noi contributii la
cercetarea acestui capitol definitoriu al istoriei noas-
tre. Prezenta selectie de documente fsi propune sa
ofere cititorilor o imagine cat mai exhaustiva in ceea
ce priveste reflectarea evenimentelor istorice, a fap-
telor si actiunilor actorilor principali din epoca im-
plicati in decizia politica si militara. Ne propunem, de
asemenea, sa punem in circulatie documente putin
cunoscute ori complet necunoscute in istoriografie
referitoare la decizia politico-militara, dar si la relatiile
existente intre Romania, Rusia si Turcia, atat inainte,
cat mai ales in timpul si in perioada ulterioara Raz-
boiului de Independenta. Veti gési in paginile acestui
album documente diplomatice si militare de referin-
td pentru istoria Razboiului de Independenta. Docu-
mentele militare sunt relevante atat din perspectiva
intelegerii dinamicii frontului, cat si a complexitatii
relatiilor militare romano-ruse. De asemenea, pentru
a oferi publicului cititor, fie el specialist ori doar inte-
resat de istorie, o imagine cat mai aproape de realitate
a evenimentelor, am ales reproducerea documentelor
in forma lor facsimilatd, considerand ca, prin aceasta,
putem oferi o imagine mai clara asupra evenimentelor,
dar si asupra mecanismelor decizionale si provocarilor
cu care s-au confruntat in epoca actorii principali ai
evenimentelor in discutie.

Completeaza volumul, pentru a usura lectura si
intelegerea documentelor, o scurtd cronologie, un
mini-dictionar biografic si o selectie de imagini, harti,
fotografii si litografii de epoca.

Un secol si jumdtate reprezinta o distanta impor-
tantd in timp pentru orice efort de evocare istorica.
Demersul de fata nu ar fi fost posibil fara eforturile de
pastrare, de conservare si prezervare a corpusului do-

This new scientific freedom also led to an expansion
in research topics, arising from the wish to recover
some historical files that remained inaccessible or that
were severely restricted during the communist period.
Overall, we can see that in the last three decades the
focus in historiography was particularly put on the 20
century history — the two world wars, the inter-war
years and the communist period. Within this context,
the issue of the War of Independence, without being
relegated to a secondary plan of interest, was less pres-
ent in historiography. We note, among the relevant re-
cent contributions, the monography titled Romanian
Army in the War of Independence, published in 2017 by
the Military Publishing House, which brings a highly
important contribution to the historical research on
the subject.

Considering research trends in present-day his-
toriography, we consider our editorial approach to be
particularly useful, as it seeks to satisfy multiple goals
and to bring new contributions to the research of this
defining chapter of our history. The current selection
of documents aims to provide the readers with the
most exhaustive account of the historical events, facts
and actions carried out by the main actors involved in
the political and military decisions at the time. We also
aim to disseminate documents that are either scarcely
known or completely unknown in the historiography
concerning the political and military decision-making
process, as well as concerning the relations between
Romania, Russia and Turkey, both before, but espe-
cially during and after the War of Independence. You
will find in the pages of this album key diplomatic and
military documents on the history of the War of Inde-
pendence. The military ones are particularly relevant
both from the perspective of understanding the dy-
namics of the front, but also the complexity of Roma-
nian-Russian military relations. In addition to this, in
order to provide the reader (whether a specialist or
someone merely interested in history) with a picture
of the events as close to reality as possible, we have
chosen to publish the documents in facsimile form,
believing that this will give us a better insight into the
events, but also into the decision-making mechanisms
and challenges faced by the main actors at the time.

A timeline of events, a biographical mini-diction-
ary and a selection of images, maps and lithographs of
the period supplement the volume so as to facilitate
the reading and the comprehension of documents.

A century and a half is a significant distance in
time for any historical remembrance effort. The pres-
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cumentar depuse de institutii depozitare ale memoriei
noastre istorice, ale caror sprijin si cooperare au fost
esentiale in succesul intreprinderii noastre. Se cuvine
sa multumim si sa le mentionam in acest context: Ar-
hivele Nationale ale Romaniei, Arhivele Diplomatice,
Biblioteca Nationala a Romaniei, Serviciul Colectii
Speciale cu deosebire, Muzeul Militar National ,Regele
Ferdinand I” si Muzeul National de Istorie.

Aprecierile noastre se indreapta deopotriva catre
Editura Militara si directorul acesteia, Adrian Pandea,
care ne-au asigurat conceptul tehnic si editorial al in-
tregului proiect, sprijin pentru care suntem profund
recunoscatori. Cdtre toate aceste institutii si catre
angajatii acestora se indreapta, in finalul acestui cu-
vant-inainte, gratitudinea noastra. Ne exprimam spe-
ranta ca acest volum, dedicat aniversarii independen-
tei de stat a Romaniei, se va constitui intr-o contributie
valoroasa la istoriografia romaneasca si intr-un punct
de plecare pentru reevaluarea si mai buna cunoastere
a unui eveniment istoric care a definit si a marcat evo-
lutia si afirmarea Romaniei moderne.

ent undertaking would not have been possible with-
out the efforts to store, conserve and preserve the
documentary body of work of the depository institu-
tions of our historical memory, whose support and co-
operation have been essential to the success of our en-
terprise. It is appropriate to thank and mention them
in this context: the National Archives of Romania, the
Diplomatic Archives, the National Library of Romania,
in particular the Special Collections Service, the “King
Ferdinand 1I” National Military Museum and the Na-
tional Museum of History.

Our appreciation is equally addressed to the Mil-
itary Publishing House and its director, Mr. Adrian
Pandea, who provided us the technical and editori-
al concept of the whole project, support for which
we are deeply grateful. We extend our gratitude and
heartfelt thanks to all these institutions and their em-
ployees. We hope that this volume dedicated to the
anniversary of Romania’s independence will be a val-
uable contribution to Romanian historiography and a
starting point for the re-evaluation and better under-
standing of a historical event that defined the evolu-
tion and assertion of modern Romania.
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Razboiul de independenta al Romaniei (1877-1878)
Scurta cronologie
The Romanian War of Independence (1877-1878)
Timeline of Events

4/16 aprilie 1877 — Romania si Imperiul Rus sem-
neaza, la Bucuresti, Conventia privind tranzitarea
trupelor ruse pe teritoriul tarii in drumul spre Bal-
cani. Imperiul Rus se angaja sa respecte integrita-
tea teritoriald a Romaniei.

6/18 aprilie-25 aprilie/7 mai 1877 — este decretata
mobilizarea armatei, din care faceau parte armata
permanenta, armata teritoriald si armata de re-
zerva. Romania mobilizeaza peste 125 000 de oa-
meni, din care efectivele armatei operative sunt
de 58 700 de soldati, 12 300 de cai si 190 de piese
de artilerie. Sunt mobilizati, in vederea instruirii,
aproximativ 14 000 de tineri din contingentul
anului 1877 si aproximativ 33 000 — membri ai
militiilor. Imperiul Rus concentreaza pentru lup-
tele din Balcani 260 000 de soldati cu 802 tunuri,
iar Imperiul Otoman, 186 000 de soldati cu 210
tunuri.

11/23 aprilie 1877 - armata tarista trece granita ro-
mano-rusd, actiune care s-a produs fnainte de
ratificarea Conventiei romano-ruse care permi-
tea acest lucru, ceea ce a provocat proteste din
partea romana.

12/24 aprilie 1877 — Imperiul Rus declara razboi Im-
periului Otoman. Trupele ruse trec Prutul si intra
in Romania pe la Ungheni, fara a informa in mod
oficial guvernul Romaniei.

21 aprilie/3 mai 1877 — trupele otomane bombar-
deaza orasele Braila, Calafat, Bechet, Oltenita, Ca-
larasi.

26 aprilie/8 mai 1877 — artileria romaneasca de la Ca-
lafat raspunde atacurilor otomane, tragdnd peste
100 de proiectile asupra Vidinului, focurile de ar-
tilerie intensificindu-se pe linia Dunarii, la Giur-
giu, Oltenita, Bechet, Corabia.

April 4/16, 1877 — Romania and the Russian Empire
sign, in Bucharest, the treaty regarding the pas-
sage of the Russian troops through Romanian ter-
ritory on their way to the Balkans, treaty through
which the Russian Empire committed to respect
Romania’s territorial integrity.

April 6/18-April 25/May 7, 1877 — The army’s mo-
bilization is decreed, with it being formed of the
permanent army, the territorial army, and the re-
serve army. Romania thus mobilizes over 125,000
people, of which for the operational army there
are 58,700 soldiers, 12,300 horses, and 190 artillery
pieces. Approximately 14,000 young people from
the year of 1877’s quota and approximately 33,000
members of the militia are mobilised, so as to be
start training. For the battles in the Balkans, the
Russian Empire is concentrating 260,000 soldiers
with 802 cannons, while the Ottoman Empire is
concentrating 186,000 soldiers with 210 cannons.

April 11/23, 1877 — The Russian army crosses the Ro-
manian-Russian border before the treaty on the
Russian troop’s transit on Romanian territory is
ratified in Parliament.

April 12/24, 1877 — The Russian Empire declares war
on the Ottoman Empire. Russian troops cross
over the Prut River and enter Romanian territory
at Ungheni, without officially informing the Ro-
manian Government on this.

April 21/May 3, 1877 - The Ottoman troops bomb
the cities of Brdila, Calafat, Bechet, Oltenita,
Calarasi.

April 26/May 8, 1877 — As a response to the Otto-
man attacks, the Romanian artillery in Calafat
shoots over 100 projectiles on Vidin, with the
artillery fire intensifying on the Danube River, in
Giurgiu, Oltenita, Bechet, Corabia.
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2/14 mai 1877 — marele duce Nicolae ajunge la Plo-
iesti unde este intampinat de ministrul de Exter-
ne Mihail Kogalniceanu si unde se stabileste sta-
tul major al armatei tariste.

9/21 mai 1877 — Adunarea Deputatilor, intrunita in
sesiune extraordinard, proclamd independenta
de stat a Romaniei dupa discursul ministrului de
Externe Mihail Kogalniceanu, care anunta rupe-
rea relatiilor cu Poarta.

10/22 mai 1877 - proclamatia de independenta este
votatd de Senatul Romaniei si, ulterior, semnata
de principele Carol I. Guvernul roman decide in-
cetarea platii tributului de 914 000 lei, suma fiind
directionata catre bugetul apdrarii.

lunie 1877 — Aleksandr Gorceakov, ministrul de Ex-
terne al Imperiului Rus, il informeaza pe princi-
pele Carol ca este la curent cu dorinta Romaniei
de a participa la operatiile militare, dar nu este de
acord cu aceasta actiune, sustinand ca indepen-
denta Romaniei urma sa fi recunoscutd de toa-
te puterile garante, fara ca aceasta sa participe la
operatiile militare.

12/24 iunie 1877 - artileria rusa de la Giurgiu si Slo-
bozia bombardeaza localitatea Ruse.

14-16 iunie/26-28 iunie 1877 — armata romana asi-
gurd traversarea Dundrii de catre armata rus3, in
dreptul orasului Zimnicea, prin bombardamente
asupra pozitiilor otomane.

lunie-iulie 1877 — armata rusa cucereste localitatile
Svistov, Veliko Tarnovo, Stara Zagora.

4/16 iulie 1877 — armata rusd, cu sprijinul artileriei
romane, cucereste Nicopole. Ofensiva este oprita
in fata Plevnei.

16/28 iulie 1877 — la cererea comandamentului rus,
controlul orasului Nicopole este preluat in intre-
gime de unitdti din Divizia 4 Infanterie romana.
Operatia are un caracter strict logistic, de a ajuta
trupele operative rusesti de la Plevna.

18/30 iulie 1877 — atacul trupelor ruse asupra Plev-
nei este respins de cdtre fortele otomane cu pier-
deri grele din partea armatei tariste (cca 7 000 de
morti si raniti).

19/31 iulie 1877 — telegrama marelui duce Nicolae,
adresata principelui Carol |, prin care cere inter-
ventia imediata a armatei romane.

lulie-august 1877 — negocieri privind colaborarea
romano-rusa pe campul de lupta. Carol refuza
subordonarea armatei romane fata de cea rusa.
Marele duce Nicolae il asigura ca armata roma-

May 2/14, 1877 - Grand Duke Nicholas arrives in
Ploiesti, where he is welcomed by the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Mihail Kogalniceanu, and where
the General Staff of the Russian army is established.

May 9/21, 1877 - Following the speech of the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Mihail Kogalniceanu, an-
nouncing the breaking of relations with the Porte,
the Assembly of Deputies proclaims, in a special
session, the state independence of Romania.

May 10/22, 1877 — The proclamation of independ-
ence is voted in the Senate of Romania, subse-
quently being signed by Prince Carol I. The Ro-
manian Government decides to stop paying the
tribute in value of 914,000 lei, with this amount
being now redirected to the defence budget.

June 1877 — The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Russian Empire, Alexander Gorchakov, informs
Prince Carol | that he is aware of Romania’s wish
to take part in the military operations, but that
he does not agree with it, as he claims that the
independence of Romania would be recognised
by all guaranteeing powers without the country’s
participation in military operations.

June 12/24, 1877 — The Russian artillery in Giurgiu
and Slobozia bombs the city of Ruse.

June 14-16/26-28, 1877 —The Romanian army secure
the Russian troops’ crossing of the Danube River,
at Zimnicea, by bombing the Ottoman positions.

June-July, 1877 — The Russian army conquers the cit-
ies of Svishtov, Veliko Tarnovo, Stara Zagora.

July 4/16, 1877 — The Russian army, with the support
of the Romanian artillery, conquers Nikopol. The
offensive is stopped at Pleven.

July 16/28, 1877 — At the Russian command’s re-
quest, the city of Nikopol is fully taken over by
units of the Romanian 4™ Infantry Division. The
operation is strictly logistic in character, so as to
help the operational Russian troops in Pleven.

July 18/30, 1877 — The Russian attack on Pleven is re-
jected by the Ottoman troops, with heavy losses
for the Russian army (approximately 7,000 dead
and injured).

July 19/31, 1877 - Grand Duke Nicholas’ telegram,
sent to Prince Carol |, requests the immediate
help of the Romanian army.

July-August, 1877 — Ongoing negotiations regarding
the Romanian-Russian collaboration on the bat-
tlefield. Prince Carol | refuses that the Romanian
army be subordinated to the Russian army. Grand
Duke Nicholas assures him that the troops to be
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na isi va pastra individualitatea, urmand a opera
dupa planul general si dispozitiile comandamen-
tului rus.

23 julie/4 august 1877 — armata romana este reor-
ganizatd in vederea indeplinirii noilor misiuni:
Armata de Operatiuni, sub comanda generalu-
lui Alexandru Cernat (43 414 militari, 7 170 cai,
110 tunuri); Corpul de Observatie (11 380 militari,
1 350 cai, 74 tunuri), creat pentru apararea fron-
tierei dunarene; sunt mobilizate militiile din Olte-
nia. Divizia 4 romana trece Dundrea si se aldtura,
pana la 31 iulie/12 august, fortelor militare ruse
de la Plevna.

10/22 august 1877 — trupe romane ale Diviziei 4 In-
fanterie iau parte la confruntarile din jurul Plevnei.

16/28 august 1877 — la Gorni Studen sunt stabilite
coordonatele colaborarii militare ruso-romane.
Domnitorul Carol | primeste comanda Armatei
de Vest care opera in fata Plevnei, compusa din
douad corpuri ale armatei ruse si Armata romana
de Operatii; comanda Armatei romdne de Opera-
tii este incredintata generalului Alexandru Cernat.

12/24 august-1/13 septembrie 1877 — Diviziile 3 si
de Rezerva romane trec Dunarea si se stabilesc in
dispozitivele de lupta din fata Plevnei.

21 august/2 septembrie 1877 — domnitorul Carol | isi
instaleaza cartierul general la Poradim, la 12 km
est de Plevna.

25 august/6 septembrie 1877 — Armata de Vest,
compusa din aproximativ 65 000 de soldati — din
care mai mult de jumatate romani — si aproape
300 de tunuri ocupa pozitiile de lupta de la Plev-
na.

30 august/11 septembrie 1877 — la Plevna, reduta
Grivita | este cucerita dupa cel de-al patrulea atac
al batalioanelor Diviziei 4 romane. Atacul asupra
redutei Grivita Il executat de trupele Diviziei 3 ro-
mane esueazd.

1/13 septembrie 1877 — in consiliul de razboi de la
Radenita se decide incetarea atacurilor directe
asupra Plevnei si trecerea la incercuirea ei.

6/18 septembrie-7/19 octombrie 1877 — trei atacuri
majore asupra redutei Grivita Il sunt respinse de
fortele otomane.

12/24 octombrie 1877 - fortele ruse comandate de
generalul losif Vladimirovici Gurko incheie incer-
cuirea Plevnei.

31 octombrie/12 noiembrie 1877 — Osman Pasa res-
pinge ultimatumul adresat de catre marele duce
Nicolae.

conducted by the Prince would maintain their in-
dividuality, with the Romanian army only operat-
ing based on the general plan and dispositions of
the Russian command.

July 23/August 4, 1877 — The Romanian army is re-
structured in view of the new tasks to be accom-
plished: the army of operations, under command
of General Alexandru Cernat (with 41,414 sol-
diers, 7,170 horses, 110 cannons); the observation
corps (with 11,380 soldiers, 1,350 horses, 74 can-
nons), established for the defence of the border
on the Danube River: the militias in the Oltenia
region are mobilised. The Romanian 4™ Division
crosses over the Danube River and joins the Rus-
sian forces in Pleven, by July 31/August 12.

August 10/22, 1877 — The Romanian troops of the 4™
Division take part in the confrontations around
Pleven.

August 16/28, 1877 — The details of the Russo-Ro-
manian military collaboration are established at
Gorni-Studen. Prince Carol | receives the com-
mand of the West Army which was operating in
front of Pleven, composed of two corps of the Rus-
sian army and the Romanian army of operations;
the operations corps of the Romanian army is to
be commanded by General Alexandru Cernat.

August 12/24-September 1/13, 1877 — The 3™ Divi-
sion and the Reserve Division cross over the Dan-
ube River and position themselves in the disposi-
tion of forces in front of Pleven.

August 21/September 2, 1877 — Prince Carol | estab-
lishes his General Staff in Pordim, 12 km east of
Pleven.

August 25/September 6, 1877 — The West Army,
comprised of approximately 65,000 soldiers (of
which more than half were Romanians) and al-
most 300 cannons, takes battle position in Pleven.

August 30/September 11, 1877 — Following the
fourth attack of the battalions from the Romani-
an 4™ Division, the Grivitsa | stronghold in Plev-
en is conquered. The attack carried out by the
troops of the 3™ Division on the Grivitsa Il strong-
hold fails.

September 1/13, 1877 — At the Council of War that
takes place in Radenita it is decided to stop di-
rect attacks on Pleven and proceed to its encir-
clement.

September 6/18-October 7/19, 1877 — Three major
attacks on the Grivitsa Il stronghold are being re-
jected by the Ottoman forces.
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7/9-19/21 noiembrie 1877 — o grupare de forte ru-
so-romane, comandate de generalul Bogdan von
Meyendorff si colonelul George Slaniceanu, cuce-
reste Rahova, reduta care putea oferi sprijin Plev-
nei.

28 noiembrie/10 decembrie 1877 - tentativa lui
Osman Pasa de scoatere a fortelor sale din Plev-
na esueaza. Este obligat sa accepte capitularea, iar
cetatea este ocupatd de fortele ruso-romane.

2/14 decembrie 1877 — trupele romano-ruse victo-
rioase sunt trecute in revistd de tarul Alexandru
al ll-lea.

10/22 decembrie 1877 - in cadrul operatiilor de pre-
gatire a asediului Vidinului, trupele romane ocu-
pa localitatea Arcer Palanka.

29 decembrie 1877 /10 ianuarie 1878 — legatura din-
tre Vidin si Belogradcik este intrerupta prin cuce-
rirea localitatii Nazir Mahala.

9/21 ianuarie 1878 - incercuirea Vidinului este fina-
lizata.

12/24 ianuarie 1878 — au loc operatii ale unitatilor
romane pentru a ocupa si a pastra principalele
pozitii fortificate de la Novoselo, Smardan si Ino-
vo.

19/31 ianuarie 1878 — se semneazs, la Adrianopol, ar-
mistitiul dintre Imperiul Otoman si Imperiul Rus.

12-13/24-25 februarie 1878 - Vidin si Belogradcik se
predau armatei romane.

19 februarie/3 martie 1878 — se incheie, la San Ste-
fano, tratatul preliminar de pace dintre Imperiul
Otoman si Imperiul Rus, prin care independenta
Romaniei este recunoscutd doar de catre Impe-
riul Otoman.

1/13 iunie-1/13 iulie 1878 — Congresul de Pace de la
Berlin recunoaste conditionat (art. 44) indepen-
denta Romaniei (art. 43) si impune cedarea celor
trei judete din sudul Basarabiei (Cahul, Bolgrad si
Ismail) Imperiului Rus (art. 45). Romaniei {i era re-
cunoscuta suveranitatea asupra Dobrogei, Deltei
Dunarii si Insulei Serpilor (art. 46).

29 iulie/10 august 1878 — are loc demobilizarea ar-
matei romane.

October 12/24, 1877 — The Russian forces, com-
manded by General losif Vladimirovich Gurko,
complete the encirclement of Pleven.

October 31/November 12, 1877 — Osman Pasha re-
jects Grand Duke Nicholas’s ultimatum for sur-
render.

November 7/9-19/21, 1877 - A group of Russo-Ro-
manian forces commanded by General Bogdan
von Meyendorff and Colonel George Slaniceanu
conquers Rahova, the stronghold that could offer
support to Pleven.

November 28/December 10, 1877 — Osman Pasha’s
attempt to take his forces out of Pleven fails. He is
obliged to accept capitulation, and the fortress is
occupied by Russo-Romanian forces.

December 2/14, 1877 — The victorious Russo-Roma-
nian troops are reviewed by Emperor Alexander
Il of Russia.

December 10/22, 1877 - During the preparation
operations to conquest Vidin, the city of Arcer
Palanka is occupied.

December 29, 1877/January 10, 1878 — The connec-
tion between Vidin and Belogradchik is interrupt-
ed, through the conquest of the Nazir Mahala
city.

January 9/21, 1878 — The operation to encircle Vidin
is completed.

January 12/24, 1878 - Romanian units are doing op-
erations to occupy and retain the main fortified
positions in Novo Selo, Smardan and Inovo.

January 19/31, 1878 — The armistice between the Ot-
toman Empire and Russia is being signed in Adri-
anople.

February 12-13/24-25, 1878 - Vidin and Belograd-
chik surrender to the Romanian army.

February 19/March 3, 1878 — The preliminary Treaty
of San Stefano between the Ottoman Empire and
Russia is concluded, in which the independence
of Romania is recognised only by the Ottoman
Empire.

June 1/13-July 1/13, 1878 — The Congress of Berlin
recognises under conditions (art. 44) the inde-
pendence of Romania (art. 43) and requires the
cession of the three counties in southern Bessara-
bia (Cahul, Bolhrad, and Izmail) to Imperial Rus-
sia (art. 45). Romania was recognised sovereignty
over Dobrudja, the Danube Delta, and the Ser-
pent Island (art. 46).

July 29/August 10, 1878 — The demobilisation of the
Romanian army takes place.
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DOCUMENTE/DOCUMENTS

I

Navigdnd In vremuri de furtuna.
Romania de la declansarea crizei
orientale la proclamarea
independentei de stat (1876-1877)

Sailing in Times of Storm.

Romania, from the Onset of the Great
Eastern Crisis to the Proclaiming

of State Independence (1876-1877)
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16/28 iunie 1876, Bucuresti

Nota circulara a Ministerului Afacerilor Externe catre agentii diplomatici
romaéni In strainatate In legatura cu memoriul de revendicari adresat Turciei
de catre Romaénia

June 16/28, 1876, Bucharest

Circular Note of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the Romanian diplomatic
agents abroad, regarding the memorandum of demands addressed to Turkey
by Romania

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Dupa ce face un sumar al evolutiei situatiei din
Balcani, de la conflictul armat dintre Serbia, Muntene-
gru si Imperiul Otoman, la atrocitatile comise de tru-
pele neregulate otomane pe teritoriul aflat sub con-
trolul Tnaltei Porti, nota subliniaza eforturile statului
roman de a ramane in afara conflictului in derulare si
prezintd demersurile intreprinse pe langa Inalta Poar-
ta cu privire la reglementarea raporturilor bilaterale.
In acest context, in rezumat, principalele revendicari
ale Bucurestiului sunt prezentate sub forma unui me-
moriu adresat Portii. Acestea erau: recunoasterea indi-
vidualitdtii statului roman si a denumirii sale istorice;
admiterea reprezentantului Romaniei in corpul diplo-
matic de la Istanbul; asimilarea supusilor romani din
Turcia situatiei celorlalti supusi europeni si recunoas-
terea jurisdictiei agentilor diplomatici romani asupra
acestora; inviolabilitatea teritoriului roman si delimi-
tarea frontierei dunarene; incheierea de conventii co-
merciale, postale, telegrafice si de extradare cu Turcia;
recunoasterea pasaportului roman si abtinerea consu-
lilor turci de la a se amesteca ori a exercita jurisdictie
asupra supusilor romani in terte state; fixarea granitei
comune la gurile Dunarii cu utilizarea principiului tal-
vegului in delimitarea frontierei.

After summarising the evolution of the situation
in the Balkans, starting from the armed conflict be-
tween Serbia, Montenegro, and the Ottoman Empire,
to the atrocities committed by the irregular Ottoman
troops on the territory under control of the Sublime
Porte in the Balkans, the Note highlights the efforts of
the Romanian state not to get involved in the ongoing
conflict, while also describing the steps undertaken
with the Sublime Porte on the regulation of bilater-
al relations. It is against this background that Bucha-
rest’s main demands are briefly presented within the
framework of a memorandum addressed to the Porte.
And these were: recognition of the Romanian state’s
individuality and of its historical name; accepting Ro-
mania’s representative in Istanbul’s Diplomatic Corps;
assimilation of the Romanian subjects in Turkey to the
situation of the other European subjects and recogni-
tion of jurisdiction of the Romanian diplomatic agents
over them; integrity of the Romanian territory and de-
marcation of the border at the Danube river; conclud-
ing commercial, postal, telegraphic, and extradition
conventions with Turkey; recognition of the Roma-
nian passport and refraining of Turkish consuls from
getting involved in or exercising jurisdiction over Ro-
manian subjects in third states; setting the common
frontier at the mouths of the Danube river by using
the rule of the thalweg.

Arhivele Diplomatice, dos. 21, filele 88-91
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6/18 noiembrie 1876, Bucuresti
Motiunea de raspuns a Camerelor reunite la mesajul Tronului

November 6/18, 1876, Bucharest
Motion of response of the Chambers to the Prince’s Speech

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Tn raspunsul la mesajul Tronului, deputatii si se-
natorii insista asupra necesitatii pastrarii unei politici
de neutralitate fata de situatia conflictuald din Balcani.
Tn acelasi timp, Parlamentul Romaniei soliciti sporirea
eforturilor pentru obtinerea unor garantii suplimenta-
re din partea marilor puteri europene si isi asuma spo-
rirea sustinerii financiare pentru dezvoltarea si moder-
nizarea fortelor armate in bugetele anilor 1877 si 1878.

In their response to the Prince’s Speech, the Deputies
and Senators insist on keeping a neutralist policy towards
the conflict situation in the Balkans. At the same time,
the Parliament of Romania requests the increase of efforts
made to receive additional guarantees from the great Eu-
ropean powers, with the Parliament undertaking an in-
crease in the financial support for developing and mod-
ernising the armed forces through the budgeting exercises
of 1877 and 1878.

Arhivele Nationale, Fond Casa Regald — Politice, Dosar 9/1876, filele 1-2
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27 noiembrie/9 decembrie 1876, Bucuresti
Memoriul lui D.A. Sturdza asupra situatiei din Balcani In care avertizeaza
asupra pericolului unei aliante cu Rusia

November 27/December 9, 1876, Bucharest

D.A. Sturdza’s Memorandum on the situation in the Balkans warning of the
dangers of an alliance with Russia

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Influent om politic liberal, D.A. Sturdza adresa, la
27 noiembrie 1876, domnitorului Carol | un memoriu
asupra situatiei Romaniei in contextul conflictului din
Balcani si al unui probabil rdzboi ruso-turc. Cunoscu-
tul om politic insista, in cuprinsul memoriului, asupra
nevoii de precautie si de mentinere a unei pozitii de
neutralitate in conflict, cu utilizarea la maximum a
garantiilor marilor puteri europene, avertizand asupra
pericolului unei aliante cu Rusia si al implicdrii in situ-
atia conflictuald din Balcani. Argumentele sale asupra
pericolelor legate de o eventuala colaborare cu Rusia
se vor dovedi premonitorii.

As an influential liberal politician, D.A. Sturdza
addressed to Prince Carol | of Romania, on Novem-
ber 27, 1876, a Memorandum on Romania’s situation
within the context of the conflict in the Balkans, and
on the possibility of a Russo-Turkish War. In the text of
the Memorandum, the well-known politician insisted
on caution and on keeping a neutralist policy in this
conflict, with making full use of the guarantees of the
great European powers, warning on the dangers of
an alliance with Russia and of an involvement in the
conflict in the Balkans. His points on the dangers of a
possible collaboration with Russia would prove fore-
boding.

Arhivele Nationale, Fond Casa Regala — Politice, Dosar 10/1876, filele 1-4
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22 decembrie 1876/3 ianuarie 1877, Bucuresti
Instructiunile ministrului Afacerilor Externe romén, Nicolae Ionescu, catre
agentul diplomatic de la Constantinopol

December 22, 1876/January 3, 1877, Bucharest

Instructions of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania, Nicolae Ionescu,
to the diplomatic agent in Constantinople
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In urma proclamirii Constitutiei otomane, la
11/23 decembrie 1876, si a declaratiilor marelui vi-
zir otoman, Savfet Pasa, ministrul de externe roman,
Nicolae lonescu, trimitea o notd cu instructiuni agen-
tului diplomatic al Romaniei la Constantinopol. in
aceasta era descrisa ,impresia penibild” produsa la
Bucuresti de actiunile Portii Otomane si se cerea agen-
tului diplomatic roman sa depuna un protest formal
pe langa autoritatile otomane in ceea ce priveste ar-
ticolele 1, 7 si 8 ale Constitutiei otomane. Un protest
similar era fnaintat simultan de agentii diplomatici
romani la post in capitalele puterilor europene ga-
rante, in conformitate cu prevederile Tratatului de la
Paris din 1856. Situatia era generata de faptul ca noua
Constitutie otomana anula, prin articolele incrimina-
te, orice distinctie dintre statul roman si provinciile di-
rect administrate de Poart3, incdlcand atat prevederile
vechilor capitulatii incheiate de Poarta cu Principatele
romane, cat si deciziile adoptate de Congresul de Pace
de la Paris din 1856.

Following the Ottoman Constitutional Proclama-
tion on December 11/23, 1876, and the declarations
made by the Ottoman Grand Vizier, Saffet Pasha,
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania, Nicolae
lonescu, sent a Note with instructions to the Romani-
an diplomatic agent in Constantinople. The note de-
scribed the “embarrassing impression” in Bucharest of
the actions of the Ottoman Porte and requested the
Romanian diplomatic agent to submit a formal pro-
test to the Ottoman authorities, with regards to Arti-
cles 1, 7, and 8 of the Ottoman Constitution. A similar
protest was being forwarded at the same time by the
Romanian diplomatic agents on duty in the capital
cities of the guaranteeing European powers, in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Treaty of Paris (1856).
The situation was caused by the fact that the new Ot-
toman Constitution, through the articles pointed out,
cancelled any distinction between the Romanian state
and the provinces under direct administration of the
Porte. As such, it violated both the provisions of the
old conventions concluded by the Porte with the Ro-
manian Principalities, and the decisions adopted by
the Peace Congress of Paris in 1856.

Arhivele Diplomatice, Dos. 22, filele 314-315
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10/22 martie 1877, Craiova

Ordinul comandantului Diviziei 1, generalul de brigada George Lupu, catre
colonelul Mihail Christodulo Cerchez, comandantul Brigdzii 1 Infanterie
stationata in zona Calafat

March 10/22, 1877, Craiova

Order of the Commander of the 1* Division, Brigadier General George
Lupu, addressed to Colonel Mihail Christodulo Cerchez, Commander of the
1** Infantry Brigade stationed in the Calafat area
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In urma raportului comandantului Brigazii 1 In-
fanterie, generalul George Lupu il instruia pe acesta sa
faca uz de forta armelor pentru a respinge orice ten-
tativa de debarcare/incursiune pe teritoriul romanesc
venind din partea fortelor neregulate ori regulate oto-
mane.

Following the report from the Commander of the
1st Infantry Brigade, General George Lupu instructed
him to make use of weapons to repel any attempt of
disembarkation or incursion on Romanian territory
coming from the regular or irregular Ottoman troops.

Arhivele Nationale, Fond Ministerul de Razboi, 1877/78, dos. 541, fila 44.
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2/14 aprilie 1877, Bucuresti
Instructiuni ale Ministerului Afacerilor Externe catre agentul diplomatic
romén de la Constantinopol

April 2/14, 1877, Bucharest
Instructions of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs addressed to the Romanian
diplomatic agent in Constantinople
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Confruntate cu concentrdri de trupe si pregatiri
evidente pentru o debarcare pe malul romanesc al
Dundrii, autoritatile de la Bucuresti solicitau agentului
diplomatic roman de la Constantinopol sa ceara ga-
rantii autoritdtilor otomane ca teritoriul romanesc nu
va deveni teatru de razboi.

Faced with a concentration of troops and clear
preparations for landing on the Romanian side of the
Danube River, the authorities in Bucharest requested
the Romanian diplomatic agent in Constantinople
to seek for guarantees from the Ottoman authorities
that the Romanian territory would not become a the-
atre of war.

Arhivele Diplomatice, Fond Razboiul de Independenta, Dos. 23, fila 24
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4/16 aprilie 1877, Bucuresti
Conventia ruso-roména

April 4/16, 1877, Bucharest
Russo-Romanian Treaty
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Semnata la 4/16 aprilie 1877 de catre reprezen-
tantii Rusiei tariste si Romaniei, baronul Dmitri Stuart,
agent diplomatic si consul general al Rusiei in Roma-
nia, respectiv Mihail Kogalniceanu, ministrul Afaceri-
lor Externe roman, conventia cuprindea patru articole
si 0 anexa cu 26 de articole reglementand punerea in
aplicare a Articolului 3 din Conventie. In esent3, con-
ventia prevedea permiterea traversarii teritoriului sta-
tului roman de catre trupele ruse in drumul lor catre
teatrul de operatii din Balcani (art. 1 si 3) si faptul ca
Rusia garanta ,mentinerea si respectarea drepturilor
politice ale statului roman asa cum rezulta ele din le-
gile interne si tratatele internationale in vigoare pre-
cum si sa mentina si sa apere integritatea teritoriald a
Romaniei” (art. 2). Conventia anexa, cu 26 de articole,
detalia conditiile traversdrii teritoriului roman de ca-
tre trupele ruse si modalitatile de asigurare a logisticii
implicate de aceasta prezenta militara pe teritoriul ro-
man.

De notat ca originalul nu se mai afla in Arhivele
Diplomatice ale Romaniei, fiind parte integranta a te-
zaurului Romaniei evacuat in 1917 la Moscova, fara a
mai fi returnat vreodata de autoritatile ruse.

Signed on April 4/16, 1877, by the representa-
tives of Tsarist Russia and of Romania — Baron Dmitri
Stuart, diplomatic agent and Consul General of Rus-
sia to Romania, and Mihail Kogalniceanu, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Romania, respectively — the Treaty
had four Articles and an Annex comprising of 26 Ar-
ticles, that regulated the implementation of Article 3
of the Treaty. In short, the Treaty stipulated the ena-
bling of Russian troops to cross the Romanian territory
on their way to the theatres of operations in the Bal-
kans (Articles 1 and 3), as well as the fact that Russia
guaranteed “maintaining and respecting the political
rights of the Romanian state as they resulted from the
internal laws and international treaties in force, as well
as maintaining and defending the territorial integrity
of Romania” (Article 2). The text of the Annex with
26 articles detailed the conditions of the crossing of
Romanian territory by Russian troops and the ways of
ensuring logistics for this military presence on Roma-
nian territory.

It should be noted that the original document
is no longer preserved at the Romanian Diplomat-
ic Archives, as it was part of the Romanian Treasure
transferred in 1917 to Moscow, without it ever being
returned by the Russian authorities.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, Biblioteca. Editia de fatd a fost imprimaté de catre Monitorul Oficial al Romaniei in 1877 la Bucuresti
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6/18 aprilie 1877, Bucuresti
Decret privind mobilizarea armatei permanente si teritoriale

April 6/18, 1877, Bucharest
Decree on the mobilization of the standing and the territorial armies

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Confruntate cu agresiuni pe toata linia Dundrii si
cu perspectiva declansarii ostilitatilor militare in proxi-
mitatea teritoriului national, cu probabile sanse de ex-
tindere a conflictului in interiorul spatiului romanesc,
autoritdtile romane procedau, la 6/18 aprilie 1877, la
mobilizarea armatei si adoptarea masurilor necesare
pentru respingerea oricarei agresiuni.

Faced with aggressions across the Danube River
and with the prospect of an outbreak of military hos-
tilities close to the national territory, with chances for
the conflict to expand on Romanian territory, the Ro-
manian authorities proceeded on April 6/18, 1877, to
mobilize the army and take the necessary measures.

Monitorul Oficial nr. 78 din 8/20 aprilie 1877, p. 2359, 2362.
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12/24 aprilie 1877, Chisindu
Proclamatia marelui duce Nicolae catre poporul roméan la trecerea frontierei

de catre trupele imperiale ruse
April 12/24, 1877, Chigindu

Proclamation of Grand Duke Nicholas to the Romanian people, at the
Russian Imperial troops’ crossing of the border
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La trecerea trupelor ruse pe teritoriul roman, ma-
rele duce Nicolae asigurd populatia ca prezenta tru-
pelor imperiale este de scurtd durata, fiind provocata
de ratiuni militar-operative si cd siguranta persoanei si
averii este strict garantatd deopotriva cu integritatea si
suveranitatea statului roman. Penetrarea trupelor ruse
pe teritoriul romanesc, in conditiile in care conventia
bilaterald nu fusese inca ratificata de partea romana,
a provocat un imens scandal in opinia publica si clasa
politica romaneasca.

As the Russian troops crossed into Romanian
territory, Grand Duke Nicholas gave assurances to the
population that the presence of the Imperial troops
would be a short-term one, as it was provoked by mil-
itary-operational rationale, and that the safety of per-
sons and their assets was strictly guaranteed, as was
the integrity and sovereignty of the Romanian state.
The entry of the Russian troops on Romanian territory
caused a scandal of great proportions in public opin-
ion and the Romanian political class, as the bilateral
treaty had not yet been ratified by the Romanian side
at that point in time.

Arhivele Nationale, Fond Casa Regald — Politice, Dosar 29/1877, fila 3
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13/25 aprilie 1877, Chisindu
Scrisoarea tarului Alexandru al II-lea adresata domnitorului Carol I prin
care anunta si justifica intrarea trupelor ruse in Romaénia

April 13/25, 1877, Chigindu
Letter from Emperor Alexander II of Russia addressed to Prince Carol I of
Romania, announcing and accounting for the entrance of Russian troops in

Romania
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Scrisoarea tarului Alexandru al Il-lea catre dom-
nitorul Carol | este, in formd si ton, o incercare de
aplanare a unui potential incident diplomatic, in con-
ditiile in care decizia de trecere pe teritoriul Romaniei
a trupelor ruse, desi reglementata prin conventia din
4/16 aprilie 1877, a fost o decizie unilaterala, luata fara
instiintarea prealabild a autoritatilor romane. Decizia
survenea si in conditiile in care conventia bilaterala era
inca in discutie in Parlamentul Romaniei, in plina pro-
cedura de ratificare. Documentul aduce la cunostinta
domnitorului Carol | interventia starii de rdzboi intre
Rusia si Poarta Otomana si repeta asigurarile pe care
Rusia le daduse Romaniei in cadrul conventiei bilate-
rale cu privire la integritatea si suveranitatea nationala
a statului roman, precum si cu privire la siguranta per-
soanei si averii in ceea ce priveste cetatenii sai.

The letter from Emperor Alexander Il of Russia
addressed to Prince Carol | of Romania was, both in
style and tone, an attempt to defuse a potential diplo-
matic incident. This came under the circumstances in
which the decision for Russian troops to cross through
Romanian territory, although regulated through the
Treaty from April 4/16, 1877, was a unilateral deci-
sion taken without the prior notice of the Romanian
authorities. The decision occurred while the bilateral
treaty was still under discussion in the Romanian Par-
liament, with it undergoing the ratification process.
The document brought to the attention of Prince Car-
ol | of Romania the intervention of the state of war
between Russia and the Ottoman Porte. At the same
time, it reiterated the assurances that Russia had giv-
en Romania within the bilateral treaty on the integri-
ty and national sovereignty of the Romanian state, as
well as on the safety of persons and their assets for the
Romanian citizens.

Arhivele Nationale, Fond Casa Regald — Personale Carol |, Corespondenta Familie, Dosar V-J-2, 1877, 1 fila
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14/26 aprilie 1877, Bucuresti
Ordinul de zi pe armata nr. 1

April 14/26, 1877, Bucharest
Order of the day no. 1 of the army
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Ordinul de zi nr. 1 pe armatd anunta crearea Ma- The order of the day no. 1 of the army announced

relui Cartier General, avand responsabilitatea de a the establishment of the General Staff related to the

pregati armata pentru intrarea in razboi, si detaliaza training of the army in preparation for entry into war,

structura si atributiile acestuia. while also giving details of its structure and attribu-
tions.

Arhivele Nationale, Ministerul de Razboi, Corpul Il Armata, Divizia lll-Cancelarie, Dosar 3/1877-1878, filele 10, 12
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23 aprilie/5 mai 1877, Bucuresti

Ordin al ministrului de R&azboi, generalul de brigadd Alexandru Cernat,
cerdnd unitatilor din subordine desfasurate pe linia Dunarii sa raspunda in
forta oricarui atac armat

April 23/May 5, 1877, Bucharest

Order of the Minister of War, Brigadier General Alexandru Cernat, requesting
its subordinated units situated across the Danube River to forcefully respond
to any armed attack
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Ordinul telegrafic circular al ministrului de Raz-
boi, generalul de brigadd Alexandru Cernat, catre
comandantii garnizoanelor de pe linia Dunarii, prin
care le cere sa foloseasca forta armatd pentru respin-
gerea oricarui atac ori tentativa de debarcare de peste
Dunare.

The circular telegraphic order of the Minister of
War, Brigadier General Alexandru Cernat, to the Com-
manders of the garrisons situated on the Danube Riv-
er, requested that they use armed force to repel any at-
tack or landing attempt from across the Danube River.

Arhivele Nationale Romane, fond Ministerul de Razboi, Corpul | Armata-Cancelaria, dosarul 4/1877-1878, fila 16.
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Mai 1877, Bucuresti

Nota verbald remisa Ministerului Afacerilor Externe de catre Aleksandr
Nelidov, reprezentant diplomatic al Rusiei la Constantinopol si sef al Oficiului
Diplomatic atasat Cartierului General al armatei ruse In razboiul ruso-turc

May 1877, Bucharest

Note Verbale addressed to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs by Aleksandr
Nelidov, diplomatic representative of Russia to Constantinople and Chief
of the Diplomatic Office attached to the General Staff of the Russian army
during the Russo-Turkish War

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



In contextul unor discutii preliminare ce datau
din decembrie 1876 asupra posibilei implicari a arma-
tei romane in operatiile militare pe frontul din Balcani,
guvernul imperial rus preciza, prin intermediul sefului
Oficiului Diplomatic al armatei de operatii din Balcani,
cd nu este deloc interesat de o colaborare militara cu
armata romani. In viziunea Statului Major rus, rolul
armatei romane in rdzboi era de a actiona ca forta
auxiliara, insarcinata cu asigurarea spatelui si a comu-
nicatiilor. De asemenea, se preciza ca o eventuald im-
plicare a armatei romane in lupta putea surveni doar
daca aceasta accepta completa subordonare fata de
comandamente operative ruse, fara nicio individuali-
tate distincta pe front.

On the background of the preliminary discussions
that had taken place in December 1876, the Russian
Imperial Government indicated through the Chief of
the Diplomatic Office for the operational army in the
Balkans that it was not interested in a military collabo-
ration with the Romanian army, in regards to the pos-
sible involvement of the Romanian army in the Bal-
kans military front. It further stated that the Russian
General Staff’s view on the Romanian army’s role in
the war was an auxiliary one, tasked with rearguard-
ing and the communications. It also indicated that an
eventual involvement of the Romanian army in battle
could only take place if it accepted the full subordina-
tion to the Russian operative commands, without any
distinct individuality on the front.

Arhivele Nationale, Fond Casa Regald — Politice, Dosar 57/1877, filele 1-4.
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Mai 1877, Bucuresti

Nota verbala adresata de catre prim-ministrul romén, Ion C. Bratianu, si
ministrul Afacerilor Externe, Mihail Kogalniceanu, Oficiului Diplomatic al
Cartierului General al armatei ruse

May 1877, Bucharest

Note Verbale addressed to the Diplomatic Office of the General Staff of the
Russian army by the Prime Minister of Romania, Ion C. Bratianu, and the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mihail Kogalniceanu

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Confruntate cu o pozitie rusa evident depreci-
atoare, autoritatile romane reafirmau punctul lor de
vedere privind o posibila cooperare militara viitoare
romano-rusa pe teatrul de operatii din Balcani intr-o
contra-nota verbald trimisd autoritatilor diplomatice
atasate Cartierului General al armatei ruse de pe fron-
tul din Bulgaria.

Documentul preciza, in primul rand, ca o eventu-
ala angajare in lupta a armatei romane, in conditiile in
care procesul in sine era unul extrem de rapid, era po-
sibila doar cu un sprijin substantial al partii ruse. Par-
tea romana sublinia cd revine partii ruse sa finanteze si
sa completeze eventualele lipsuri materiale ce urmau
sa survina in procesul de mobilizare astfel grabit de de-
rularea evenimentelor de pe front. De asemenea, era
strict precizata drept conditie a participarii armatei ro-
mane la lupte si necesitatea pastrarii de citre aceasta
a unei organizari si ierarhii de comanda proprii, exerci-
tate pe un teatru de operatii distinct. Operatiunile de
planificare si decizie erau delegate unui comandament
comun de operatii cu drept de decizie, insa punerea
in aplicare urma a se face sub comanda si coordonare
distincte. Cu alte cuvinte, armata romana refuza inglo-
barea fn armata rusa si utilizarea unitatilor sale in afa-
ra lantului de comanda propriu.

Faced with a clearly condescending Russian posi-
tion, the Romanian authorities reaffirmed their point
of view on a possible future military cooperation be-
tween the two countries on the Balkan theatre of op-
erations, in a Note Verbale sent to the diplomatic au-
thorities attached to the General Staff of the Russian
army on the Bulgarian front.

First of all, the Note Verbale mentioned that a
possible involvement of the Romanian army in battle
would only be possible with the support of the Russian
authorities, given the fast course of events. The Roma-
nian side highlighted that it was Russia’s responsibility
to finance and fill in eventual material gaps that would
occur during the mobilization process, one in haste
due to the course of events on the front. Furthermore,
it clearly specified the need for the Romanian army
to keep its own organization and chain of command
exercised on a separate theatre of operations, as a
precondition for the Romanian’s army participation
in the battles. The decision-making and planning op-
erations were delegated to a joint commandment of
operations, one which had a say in the decision-mak-
ing process. However, the implementation was to be
done under distinct command and coordination. In
other words, the Romanian army refused incorpora-
tion within the Russian army and the use of its units
outside its own chain of command.

Arhivele Nationale, Fond Casa Regala — Politice, Dosar 67/1877, filele 1-3
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10/22 mai 1877, Bucuresti

Adresa a presedintelui Consiliului de Ministri, Ion C. Bratianu, catre
Ministerul Afacerilor Externe in care se comunica deciziile adoptate de catre
Camera Deputatilor In cursul sedintei acesteia din 9 mai 1877, cu privire la
declararea independentei de stat si a starii de razboi cu Imperiul Otoman

May 10/22, 1877, Bucharest

Address of the President of the Council of Ministers, Ion C. Bratianu, to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, communicating the decisions taken by the
Chamber of Deputies in its meeting on May 9, 1877, with regards to the
declaration of state independence and of state of war with the Ottoman
Empire
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Evenimentele din 9 mai 1877 reprezintd, de de-
parte, unul dintre cele mai cunoscute episoade ale
vietii parlamentare romanesti din epoca moderna si
contemporana. in locul celebrei stenograme publica-
te in Monitorul Oficial, partea a lll-a, Dezbateri Par-
lamentare, am ales reproducerea unui document mai
putin cunoscut datand din epoca, si anume adresa
prin care presedintele Consiliului de Ministri, lon C.
Bratianu, aducea la cunostinta ministrului Afacerilor
Externe evenimentele si deciziile adoptate de Camera
Deputatilor in aceasta zi.

The events on May 9, 1877, represent by far one
of the most well-known episodes of the Romanian
Parliament’s history, in modern and contemporary
times. Instead of the famous transcript published in
the Official Journal, Third Part, Parliamentary Debates,
we chose to reproduce a less familiar document from
this period. That is, the address through which the
President of the Council of Ministers, lon C. Bratianu,
informed the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the events
and decisions adopted by the Chamber of Deputies on
that day.

Arhivele Diplomatice, Fond Razboiul de Independenta, vol. 24, dosar 71, 1.1/1877, fila 46
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10/22 mai 1877, Bucuresti

Adresa a presedintelui Consiliului de Ministri, Ion C. Bratianu, catre
Ministerul Afacerilor Externe In care se comunica deciziile adoptate in
cursul sedintei Senatului Romaniei din 9 mai 1877 cu privire la declararea
independentei de stat si a starii de razboi cu Imperiul Otoman

May 10/22, 1877, Bucharest

Address of the President of the Council of Ministers, Ion C. Bratianu, to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, communicating the decisions taken in the
Senate’s meeting on May 9, 1877, with regards to the declaration of state
independence and of state of war with the Ottoman Empire
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La 9 mai 1877, in cadrul Senatului Romaniei, sena-
torul Alexandru Orascu sustinea o interpelare similara
cu aceea a deputatului Nicolae Fleva in cadrul Camerei
Deputatilor. Dezbaterile din interiorul Senatului con-
duceau la o decizie similara celei adoptate de Camera
Deputatilor de declarare a starii de razboi cu Imperiul
Otoman si de proclamare a independentei de stat a
Romaniei. Documentul de fata rezuma dezbaterile si
deciziile Senatului din 9 mai 1877.

On May 9, 1877, Senator Alexandru Orascu deliv-
ered in the Romanian Senate a speech similar to that
delivered by Deputy Nicolae Fleva in the Chamber of
Deputies. The debates within the Senate led to a deci-
sion similar to that adopted by the Chamber of Dep-
uties, that of declaring state of war with the Ottoman
Empire and of proclaiming the state independence of
Romania. The document in discussion summarises the
Senate’s debates and decisions on May 9, 1877.

Arhivele Diplomatice, Fond Razboiul de Independenta, vol. 24, dosar 71, 1.1/1877, fila 47
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22 mai/3 iunie 1877, Bucuresti
Nota circulara a ministrului Afacerilor Externe catre agentii diplomatici ai
Romaniei la post in capitalele marilor puteri europene

May 22/June 3, 1877, Bucharest
Circular Note of the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the diplomatic agents of
Romania on duty in the capital cities of the great European powers

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Avand drept preambul o prezentare a actelor de
agresiune ale Portii Otomane impotriva teritoriului
si intereselor statului roman, nota, semnata de catre
Mihail Kogdlniceanu, informeaza agentii diplomatici
ai Romaniei din capitalele europene asupra deciziilor
adoptate de catre Parlamentul Romaniei la 9 mai 1877.
Tn acest context, agentii diplomatici sunt instruiti si
comunice si sa promoveze deciziile autoritatilor ro-
mane in vederea obtinerii sprijinului si recunoasterii
deciziilor statului roman de rupere a legaturilor sale
cu Poarta si de proclamare a independentei de stat.
Documentul are in anexa textul cuvantarii domnito-
rului Carol | in fata camerelor reunite din data de 10
mai 1877.

With a foreword presenting the acts of aggression
of the Ottoman Porte against the Romanian territory
and state, the Note — signed by Mihail Kogalniceanu
— informs the Romanian diplomatic agents in the Eu-
ropean capital cities of the decisions adopted by the
Romanian Parliament on May 9, 1877. In this context,
the diplomatic agents were instructed to communi-
cate and promote the decisions taken by the Roma-
nian authorities, so as to obtain the support and rec-
ognition of the Romanian state’ decisions to break off
its relations with the Porte, and to proclaim its state
independence. The document has as annex the text of
the speech delivered by Prince Carol | in front of the
Joint Sitting of the Chambers, on May 10, 1877.

Arhivele Diplomatice, Fond Razboiul de Independenta, vol. 24, dosar 71, 1.1/1877, filele 57-60
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4/16 iulie 1877, Caracal

Proiect de Ordin dezireferitorlacitareape Divizia 4 Infanterie a participantilor
la batalia de la Nicopole

July 4/16, 1877, Caracal

Draft order of the day for the citation on the 4" Infantry Division of the
participants in the Battle of Nikopol
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Proiectul de Ordin de zi pe Divizia 4 citeaza co-
mandantii unitatilor angajate in operatii laolalta cu
trupa in semn de recunoastere a vitejiei si eroismului
dovedite in luptele pentru cucerirea cetatii Nicopole
in zilele de 3/15 si 4/16 iulie 1877.

The draft order of the day of the 4™ Division cites
the Commanders of the units involved in operations,
together with their subordinated soldiers, as a symbol
of recognition of the courage and heroism proved in
the battles to conquer the Nikopol fortress, on July
3/15 and 4/16, 1877.

Arhivele Nationale, fond Ministerul de Radzboi, Corpul Il Armata, Divizia IV -Cancelarie, dosarul 4/1877, fila 158
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6/18 iulie 1877, Bucuresti/Poiana

Telegrama cifratd a ministrului Afacerilor Externe, Mihail Kogalniceanu,
catre domnitorul Carol I, aflat la sediul Marelui Cartier General al armatei
roméne de la Poiana

July 6/18, 1877, Bucharest/Poiana

Coded telegram of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mihail Kogalniceanu,
addressed to Prince Carol I, present at the headquarters of the General Staff
of the Romanian army in Poiana
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In urma informatiilor primite cu privire la im-
plicarea trupelor romane in luptele de la Nicopole si
la asumarea de cdtre acestea si autoritatile civile din
Turnu Magurele a sarcinilor logistice decurgand din
capturarea unui numar important de soldati turci, mi-
nistrul Afacerilor Externe solicita suveranului roman sa
nu accepte angrenarea trupelor romane in operatiile
militare in absenta unei conventii militare. De aseme-
nea, Mihail Kogalniceanu insista pe langa suveran sa
nu accepte nicio delegare de sarcini auxiliare trupelor
romane, un astfel de precedent fiind de naturd sa puna
in pericol o viitoare colaborare militara cu armata rusa
de pe pozitii de egalitate.

Based on information on the involvement of the
Romanian troops in the battles at Nikopol, as well as
the undertaking by them and the civil authorities in
Turnu Méagurele of logistic operations related to the
capture of a relevant number of Turkish soldiers, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs requests the Romanian rul-
er to decline engaging the Romanian troops in military
actions, in the absence of a military convention. At the
same time, he draws attention that the ruler should
not accept any delegation of auxiliary tasks to the Ro-
manian troops, as this would create a precedent that
would endanger a future military collaboration with
the Russian army on an equal footing.

Biblioteca Nationala, fond Saint Georges, fond I.C. Bratianu, pachet LIV, dos. 7, fila 84

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



The Independence of Romania. War and Diplomacy. 1877-1878. Documents 135

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



The Independence of Romania. War and Diplomacy. 1877-1878. Documents 137

I1

Armata roméana
in Razboiul de Independenta. O campanie
victorioasa alaturi de un aliat nesigur

The Romanian Army in

the War of Independence. A Victorious
Campaign with an Unreliable Ally
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19/31 iulie 1877, Tarnovo

Telegrama cifrata a marelui duce Nicolae, comandantul trupelor ruse de pe
frontul din Bulgaria, catre domnitorul Carol I, prin care se solicita interventia
imediata a armatei roméne

July 19/31, 1877, Tarnovo

Coded telegram of Grand Duke Nicholas, Commander of the Russian troops
on the Bulgarian front, addressed to Prince Carol I, requesting for the
immediate intervention of the Romanian army
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Confruntat cu o situatie dezastruoasa pe frontul
de la Plevna si in luptele din pasul Sipka, marele duce
Nicolae solicita interventia imediata a armatei romane
pe front. Originalul se afla conservat in patrimoniul
Arhivelor Nationale.

Telegrama cifrata are urmatorul continut: ,Prin-
tului Carol al Romaniei, in locul unde se afla. Turcii,
adunand cele mai mari mase de trupe la Plevna, ne
zdrobesc. Rog sa faci fuziune, demonstratiune si, daca
se poate, sa treci Dundrea cu armata, dupa cum do-
resti, intre Jiu si Corabia. Demonstratiunea aceasta
este neapdrat necesara pentru fnlesnirea miscarilor
mele. Nicolae.”

Faced with a disastruous situation on the Pleven
front and in the battles of the Shipka Pass, Grand Duke
Nicholas requests the immediate intervention of the
Romanian army on the front. The original is preserved
in the Patrimony of the National Archives.

The coded telegram reads as follows: "To Prince
Carol of Romania, wherever he is. The Turks, concen-
trating their largest troops at Pleven, are crushing us.
| ask of you to make the merging, deployment, and, if
possible, to cross the Danube River with the army, as
you wish, between Jiu and Corabia. This deployment
is absolutely necessary for facilitating my movements.
Nicholas.”

Arhivele Nationale ale Roméniei, fond Casa Regalg, Carol |, dosar V-J 103/1877, f. 1.
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23 iulie/4 august 1877, Poiana
Inalt Ordin de Zi al domnitorului Carol I cu privire la organizarea trupelor
armatei roméne In vederea operatiilor militare la sud de Dunare

July 23/August 4, 1877, Poiana

High order of the day of Prince Carol I with regards to the structuring of
the Romanian army troops for the military operations south of the Danube
River
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Emis la 23 iulie/14 august 1877, la Poiana, Ordinul
domnitorului Carol | opereaza o modificare a organicii
armatei romane in vederea pregatirii acesteia pentru
campania din Bulgaria. Unitatile operative sunt grupa-
te intr-o Armata de Operatii, destinata frontului de la
Plevna, si una de Observatie, in misiunea careia revine
acoperirea liniei Dunarii si siguranta flancului Armatei
de Operatii.

Issued on July 23/August 4, 1877, in Poiana, the
order of Prince Carol | deals with the changes in the
Romanian army’s structure, aiming at its preparation
for the campaign in Bulgaria. The operational units are
regrouped into an army of operations — designated
for the Pleven front — and an army of observation,
which had as mission occupying the Danube River line
and securing the flank of the army of operations.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Ministerul de Razboi, Corpul | Armata, Divizia lI-Cancelarie, dosarul 12/1877, filele 87-88
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9/21-19/31 august 1877
Corespondenta telegrafica dintre domnitorul Carol I si marele duce Nicolae

August 9/21-19/31, 1877
Telegraphic correspondence between Prince Carol I and Grand Duke Nicholas
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Punct de cotitura in relatiile militare si politice ro-
mano-ruse in contextul razboiului romano-ruso-turc
din anii 1877-1878, celebra telegrama din 19/31 iulie
1877 nu este singulara in contextul deteriordrii situa-
tiei de pe frontul turco-rus si esecurilor inregistrate de
trupele imperiale in fata Plevnei.

Pozitia Rusiei fatd de Romania si armata sa evolu-
eazd in timp, de la o atitudine rezervata si depreciativa,
exprimata in nota verbald din mai 1877, la incercarea
de subordonare si utilizare ca forta auxiliard vizibila in
atitudinea comandamentelor ruse in contextul lupte-
lor pentru ocuparea cetdtii Nicopole (iulie 1877). To-
nul corespondentei dintre autoritatile romane si ruse
se schimba brusc, in contextul infrangerilor dezastru-
oase de pe frontul din Balcani inregistrate de trupele
imperiale ruse. in acest context, comandamentul ar-
matei imperiale ruse va exercita presiuni fnsemnate
pentru a obtine, in orice conditii, interventia trupe-
lor romane pe front. Spre deosebire de telegrama din
19/31 iulie 1877, aceasta corespondenta nu s-a pastrat
in original, ci in copie, intr-unul din registrele de cores-
pondenta conservate in fondul de arhiva lon C. Brati-
anu din patrimoniul Bibliotecii Nationale a Romaniei.

A turning point in the Romanian-Russian military
and political relations in the context of the Romani-
an-Russian-Turkish war of 1877-1878 was the famous
telegram of July 19/31, 1877. This telegram was not
unique in the context of the deterioration of the situ-
ation on the Turkish-Russian front and the failures of
the Imperial troops in front of Pleven.

Russia’s position on Romania and its army evolved
over time, from a reserved and derogatory attitude
expressed in the May 1877 Note, to the attempt of
subordinating and using it as a visible auxiliary force,
as noticed in the attitude of the Russian command-
ers in the battles for the occupation of Nikopol (July
1877). The tone of the correspondence between the
Romanian and Russian authorities suddenly changed
in the context of the disastrous defeats on the Balkan
front recorded by the Russian Imperial troops. In this
context, the Command of the Russian Imperial army
would exert significant pressure to obtain, under any
conditions, the intervention of the Romanian troops
on the front. Unlike the telegram of July 19/31, 1877,
this correspondence was not preserved in original but
only in copy, in one of the correspondence registers
preserved in the lon C. Bratianu archival collection of
the Patrimony of the National Library of Romania.

Biblioteca Nationald, Colectii Speciale, fond I.C. Bratianu, pachet LIV, dosar 3, filele 16-17
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20 august/1 septembrie 1877, Corabia
Inalt Ordin de Zi nr. 49 catre armat3 cu prilejul trecerii Dunirii

August 20/September 1, 1877, Corabia

High order of the day no. 49 of the army, on the occasion of the crossing of
the Danube River

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Emis la Corabia, la sediul marelui Cartier General Issued in Corabia, at the headquarters of the Gen-

al Armatei, ordinul domnitorului Carol | justifica ac- eral Staff, Prince Carol I's order justifies the Romanian
tiunea militara romaneasca in contextul sdu istoric si military action, within its historical and political con-
politic. text.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Ministerul de Razboi, Corpul | Armata, Divizia I-Cancelaria, dosarul 13/1877, fila 323
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27 august/8 septembrie 1877, Poradim
Manifestul catre tara al domnitorului Carol I cu prilejul trecerii Dunarii de
catre armata roméana

August 27/September 8, 1877, Pordim

Manifesto to the country of Prince Carol I, on the occasion of the crossing
of the Danube River by the Romanian army

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Document de ample dimensiuni, 14 pagini, ma-
nifestul reprezinta o asumare istorica a deciziei intrarii
in razboi, justificand cu ratiuni de ordin moral, econo-
mic, politic, istoric si cultural decizia de la 9 mai 1877
a Parlamentului Romaniei si actiunile urmatoare ale
autoritdtilor romane. El se constituie, totodatd, intr-o
manifestare de solidaritate si de actiune comuna coor-
donata si coerentd a autoritdtilor romane cu asumarea
pe deplin a consecintelor actiunilor. Dincolo de valoa-
rea sa politica, documentul este si o piesa de o excepti-
onala valoare istorica, prin semnaturile olografe ale lui
Carol | si membrilor guvernului, precum si prin sigiliul
de stat continute.

A document large in size, with no less than 14
pages, the Manifesto represents a historical commit-
ment to the decision of entering the war. It justified,
with moral, economic, political, historical, and cultur-
al rationale, the Romanian Parliament’s decision on
May 9, 1877, as well as the future actions of the Ro-
manian authorities. It represented, at the same time,
a manifest for solidarity and for a common and co-
ordinated joint action of the Romanian authorities,
with full commitment to the consequences of these
actions. The Manifesto is also a piece of exceptional
historic value, through its handwritten signatures of
Prince Carol | and the Government members, as well
as the state seal on it.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regala Miscelanee, dosar 62, filele 1-7
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28 august/9 septembrie 1877, Verbita
Raport al generalului Alexandru Cernat, comandantul Armatei de Operatii,
catre prim-ministrul roman Ion C. Bratianu

August 28/September 9, 1877, Varbitsa

Report of General Alexandru Cernat, Commander of the army of operations,
addressed to the Romanian Prime Minister, Ion C. Bratianu

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Comandantul trupelor romane de pe frontul de
la Plevna raporteaza, la solicitarea prim-ministrului
lon C. Bratianu, asupra participarii trupelor la luptele
din ziua de 28 august/9 septembrie 1877 si la compor-
tamentul deosebit al acestora in batalie. Sunt reliefate
vitejia si curajul trupelor apreciate ca atare nu numai
de citre autorititile romane, dar si de Tnaltul Coman-
dament rus, care a decorat unii dintre soldati pentru
faptele de arme din aceasta zi.

At the request of the Prime Minister, lon C.
Bratianu, the Commander of the Romanian troops on
the Pleven front reported on the participation of the
troops in the battles on August 28/September 9, 1877,
and on their outstanding behaviour during the battle.
Their courage and bravery are highlighted, aspects ap-
preciated not only by the Romanian authorities, but
also by the Russian High Command, which awarded
some of the soldiers for their deeds of arms on that
day.

Biblioteca Nationala, Colectii Speciale, fond I.C. Bratianu, pachet LIV, dos. 6, fila 123
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31 august/12 septembrie 1877, in fata Plevnei

Scrisoarea colonelului francez L. Gaillard, observator/atasat militar francez
pe langa Marele Cartier General al armatei ruse, catre Ion C. Bratianu,
presedinte al Consiliului de Minigtri al Romaniei

August 31/September 12, 1877, in front of Pleven
Letter from French Colonel, L. Gaillard, French military attaché/observer
at the General Staff of the Russian army, addressed to Ion C. Bratianu,
President of the Council of Ministers of Romania

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Scrisoarea, pastrata in original, lauda comporta- The letter, kept in original, praises the outstand-
mentul remarcabil al trupelor romane in lupta, evi- ing behaviour of the Romanian troops in battle, high-
dentiind determinarea, curajul si vitejia acestora. lighting at the same time their determination, cour-

age, and bravery.

Biblioteca Nationala, Colectii Speciale, fond I.C. Bratianu, pachet LIV, dos. 6, filele 127-128
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1/13 septembrie 1877, in fata Plevnei

Raportul locotenent-colonelului Constantin Poenaru, comandantul
Regimentului 8 Linie, catre colonelul Grigore Ipatescu, comandantul
Brigazii 1

September 1/13, 1877, in front of Pleven

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Constantin Poenaru, Commander of the
8™ Infantry Regiment to Colonel Grigore Ipdtescu, Commander of the 1%
Brigade

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Raportul prezinta derularea atacului asupra forti-
ficatiilor din regiunea Grivita ce au condus la cucerirea
redutei Grivita 1, precum si circumstantele eroice ale
mortii capitanului Walter Mdracineanu si maiorului
George Sontu. Aldturi de acestia, sunt mentionati i
alti ofiteri, subofiteri si soldati care s-au distins in lup-
tele din 30 august/11 septembrie 1877.

The report describes the attack on the fortifica-
tions around the Grivitsa region, which led to con-
quering the Grivitsa 1 stronghold. It also describes
the heroic circumstances of losing Captain Walter
Maracineanu and Major George Sontu. Other officers,
sub-officers and soldiers who distinguished them-
selves in the battles on August 30/September 11, 1877,
are also mentioned along with the two of them.

Arhivele Nationale, Ministerul de Razboi, Corpul Il Armatd, Divizia lll-Cancelaria, dosarul 1/1877, filele 241-242
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5/17 septembrie 1877, Gorni-Studen
Scrisoare autografa a tarului Alexandru al II-lea catre domnitorul Carol I

September 5/17, 1877, Gorni-Studen
Autograph letter of Emperor Alexander II addressed to Prince Carol I

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



In contextul luptelor pentru cucerirea sistemului
de fortificatii de la Plevna, tarul Alexandru al ll-lea il
felicitd pe domnitorul Carol | pentru curajul si devo-
tamentul trupelor romane in lupta si pentru succesele
inregistrate de acestea in confruntarea de la 30 august
1877. Pentru a marca aprecierea sa pentru armata ro-
mana, il decoreaza pe domnitorul Carol | cu ordinul
Sfantul Gheorghe, clasa a lll-a.

On the background of the battles to conquer the
system of fortifications in Pleven, Emperor Alexander ||
congratulates Prince Carol | for the courage and devo-
tion proven by the Romanian troops in their battles,
as well as for their success in the confrontation on Au-
gust 30, 1877. As a sign of his appreciation for the Ro-
manian army, he awards Prince Carol | with the Deco-
ration of the Military Order of Saint George, 3" class.

Arhivele Nationale, Fond Casa Regald — Politice, Dosar 54/1877, fila 9
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5/17 septembrie 1877, Poradim
Inalt Ordin de Zi pe armati anuntand ocuparea redutei Grivita si capturarea
de trofee de la turci

September 5/17, 1877, Pordim

High order of the day of the army announcing occupation of the Grivitsa
stronghold and taking of trophies from the Turks

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Domnitorul Carol | felicita trupele pentru cuce-
rirea redutei si capturarea unui drapel si a trei tunuri
de la trupele turcesti ce aparau reduta Grivita, hota-
rand ca tunurile sa fie trimise in Bucuresti pentru a fi
plasate in lateralele statuii lui Mihai Viteazul si in fata
corpului de garda al Palatului Regal. Drapelul, alaturi
de alte cinci capturate pe parcursul Razboiului de In-
dependents, intrate in patrimoniul Muzeului Militar
National, au fost, din pacate, pierdute in incendiul care
a afectat muzeul in anul 1938. Tunurile au fost recupe-
rate de trupele otomane la ocuparea Bucurestiului de
catre fortele Puterilor Centrale in toamna anului 1916.

Prince Carol | congratulates the troops for con-
quering the stronghold and taking a flag and three
cannons from the Turkish troops defending it. He de-
cides to send the cannons to Bucharest, so they could
be placed alongside the statue of Mihai Viteazul (“Mi-
chael the Brave”) and in front of the guardhouse of the
Royal Palace. The flag, together with five other flags
taken throughout the War of Independence, became
part of the heritage of the National Military Museum,
yet they were unfortunately lost during the fire that
broke out at the museum in 1938. The cannons were
recovered by the Ottoman troops when Bucharest
was occupied by the armed forces of the Central Pow-
ers, in autumn of 1916.

Arhivele Nationale, Fond Casa Regald — Politice, Dosar 14/1877, fila 6
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8/20 octombrie 1877, Verbita
Raport al comandantului Armatei de Operatii, generalul Alexandru Cernat,
catre domnitorul Carol I

October 8/20, 1877, Varbitsa

Report of the Commander of the army of operations, General Alexandru
Cernat, addressed to Prince Carol I

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Generalul Alexandru Cernat prezinta domnitoru-
lui Carol | desfasurarea luptelor din ziua de 7 octom-
brie 1877 pentru cucerirea redutei Grivita II, subliniind
faptul ca, in pofida curajului si determinarii in lupta
ale soldatilor romani, acestia nu au reusit aducerea la
indeplinire cu succes a misiunii incredintate.

General Alexandru Cernat presents to Prince
Carol | the conduct of the battles of October 7, 1877,
for the conquest of the Grivitsa Il stronghold, empha-
sizing that, despite the courage and determination in
the fight of the Romanian soldiers, they failed to suc-
cessfully carry out the entrusted mission.

Arhivele Nationale, Fond Casa Regala, Oficiale, dosar 5/1877, filele59-60
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10/22 noiembrie 1877, Rahova
Ordin de zi nr. 23 pe Brigada de Cavalerie din cadrul Corpului de Armata

de pe Vid si Isker
November 10/22, 1877, Rahova

Order of the day no. 23 of the Cavalry Brigade of the Army Corps on the
Vid and Isker Rivers

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Colonelul Gheorghe Slaniceanu, comandantul
Corpului de Armata de pe Vid si Isker, felicita trupele
din subordine pentru rolul jucat in luptele pentru ocu-
parea Rahovei, pentru curajul si bravura lor demon-
strate pe parcursul operatiilor comune cu trupele ruse
din regiune pentru completarea si asigurarea dispozi-
tivului de asediu al Plevnei.

Colonel Gheorghe Slaniceanu, Commander of the
Army Corps on the Vid and Isker Rivers, congratulates
the subordinate troops for their role in the battles for
the occupation of Rahova, for the courage and bravery
shown during the joint operations of the Romanian
and Russian troops in region to complete and secure
the siege of Pleven.

Arhivele Nationale, fond Ministerul de Razboi, Corpul | Armata, Divizia |, Brigada | Cavalerie, dosar 9/1877-1878, fila 17
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18/30 noiembrie 1877, Bogot
Scrisoare autografa a marelui duce Nicolae catre domnitorul Carol I cu

ocazia cuceririi redutei Rahova
November 18/30, 1877, Bogot

Autograph letter of Grand Duke Nicholas addressed to Prince Carol I, on
the occasion of conquering the Rahova stronghold

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Marele duce Nicolae il felicitd pe domnitorul ro-
man Carol | cu ocazia succesului inregistrat de trupele
romane la Rahova, subliniind ca acesta ,le apartine in
totalitate” si cd ele au dovedit ,bravura si calitati mili-
tare deosebite” pe parcursul luptelor de pe frontul din
Bulgaria.

Grand Duke Nicholas congratulates the Romani-
an Prince Carol | on the occasion of the success reg-
istered by the Romanian troops in Rahova, highlight-
ing that this success “is entirely theirs,” and that they
showed “bravery and outstanding military qualities”
throughout the fights on the Bulgarian front.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regald, Carol |, dosar V-J 121/1877, fila 1-2

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



The Independence of Romania. War and Diplomacy. 1877-1878. Documents 211

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



212 Independenta Roméniei. Razboi si diplomatie. 1877-1878. Documente

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



The Independence of Romania. War and Diplomacy. 1877-1878. Documents 213

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



22 noiembrie/4 decembrie 1877, Poradim
Inalt Ordin de Zi nr. 30 al Marelui Cartier General al armatei roméane

November 22/December 4, 1877, Pordim
High order of the day no. 30 of the General Staff of the Romanian army

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Documentul poarta semnatura domnitorului ro-
man Carol I. Armata de Operatii este divizata in doua
corpuri de armata, unul, cu trei divizii, pe frontul de la
Plevna, si un al doilea, desfasurat pe flancul de vest al
trupelor participand la asediul Plevnei, cu doua divizii,
garnizoana cetatii Nicopole si cea a Rahovei.

The document bears the signature of the Roma-
nian Prince Carol I. The army of operations is divided
into two corps: one with three divisions on the Pleven
front, and a second one with two divisions and the
garrisons of the Nikopol and Rahova fortresses, re-
spectively, deployed on the western flank of the troops
participating in the siege of Pleven.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regald, Oficiale, dosar 9/1877, fila 383
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29 noiembrie/11 decembrie 1877, Verbita
Raportul generalului de brigada Alexandru Cernat catre domnitorul Carol I,
descriind circumstantele cuceririi Plevnei

November 29/December 11, 1877, Varbitsa

The report of Brigadier General Alexandru Cernat addressed to Prince
Carol I, describing the circumstances of the conquest of Pleven
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Raportul, semnat de catre comandantul Cor-
pului |, generalul Alexandru Cernat, si de catre seful
Statului Major General, colonelul Stefan Falcoianu,
descrie in detaliu luptele din zilele de 28 si 29 noiem-
brie/10 si 11 decembrie 1877. Acestea au condus la
caderea si ocuparea de catre trupele Diviziei 2 romane
a orasului Plevna, si capturarea, in decursul zilei de 29
noiembrie 1877/11 decembrie, a comandantului tru-
pelor otomane ce apdrasera Plevna, Osman Pasa.

Un memento se impune in acest context. Rapor-
tul detaliaza ca, dupa o zi de lupte inversunate cu for-
tele otomane din garnizoana Plevna ce incercau forta-
rea incercuirii, cele mai importante fiind consumate in
zona localitatii Opanez si pe raul Bucov, in dimineata
zilei de 29 noiembrie/11 decembrie 1877, fortele ro-
mane ce ocupasera prin lupta Plevna au fost somate
de catre aliatul rus sd revina la pozitii initiale si sa cede-
ze localitatea trupelor armatei imperiale ruse.

The report, signed by the Commander of the 1¢
Corps, General Alexandru Cernat, and by the Chief of
the General Staff, Colonel Stefan Falcoianu, describes
in detail the battles of November 28-29/December
10-11, 1877. These led to the fall and occupation by
the troops of the Romanian 2™ Division of the city
of Pleven, and to the capture, on November 29/De-
cember 11, 1877, of the Commander of the Ottoman
troops that had defended Pleven, Osman Pasha.

A reminder is needed in this context. According
to the report, after a day of fierce fighting with the Ot-
toman forces trying to force the siege on the Pleven
garrison (with the most important ones taking place
in Opanets and on the Bucov River), on the morning
of November 29/ December 11, 1877, the Romanian
forces that had occupied Pleven were summoned by
the Russian ally to return to their original positions
and to surrender the locality to the troops of the Rus-
sian Imperial army.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regala, Oficiale, dosarul 17/1877, filele 23-25
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1/13 decembrie 1877, Poradim
Scrisoare autografa a tarului Alexandru al II-lea catre domnitorul Carol I cu

ocazia cuceririi Plevnei

December 1/13, 1877, Pordim
Autograph letter of Emperor Alexander II to Prince Carol I, on the occasion

of the conquest of Pleven
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Tarul Alexandru al ll-lea il felicitd pe domnitorul
Carol | cu ocazia cuceririi Plevnei ,prin eforturile con-
jugate ale trupelor noastre aliate” si il informeaza ca a
decis sa fi acorde, in semn de apreciere a contributiei
la victoria comunad, ordinul Sfantul Andrei cu spade.

Emperor Alexander Il congratulates Prince Carol |
on the conquest of Pleven “through the combined ef-
forts of our allied troops,” and informs him that he had
decided to award him, in appreciation of his contribu-
tion to the common victory, the Order of St. Andrew
with Swords.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regala, Oficiale, dosarul 54/1877, fila 12
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2/14 decembrie 1877, Plevna
Inalt Ordin de Zi al domnitorului Carol I cu prilejul cuceririi Plevnei

December 2/14, 1877, Pleven
High order of the day of Prince Carol I on the occasion of the conquest of
Pleven

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Tnaltul Ordin de zi, datat 2/14 decembrie 1877 si
emis simbolic in Plevna, celebreaza victoria impotri-
va ostilor otomane si lauda curajul si determinarea in
lupta ale trupelor romane care au condus la obtinerea
victoriei impotriva armatelor otomane.

The high order of the day, dated December 2/14,
1877, and symbolically issued in Pleven, celebrates the
victory against the Ottoman armies and praises the
courage and determination in battle of the Romani-

an troops that led to the victory against the Ottoman
armies.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Ministerul de Razboi, Corpul Il Armata, Divizia lll-Cancelaria, dosarul 1/1877, fila 288
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11/23 ianuarie 1878, Nazir-Mahala
Ordin circular al comandantului Corpului de Vest catre marile unitati din

subordine

January 11/23, 1878, Nazir-Mahala
Circular Order of the Commander of the Western Corps to the large

subordinate units
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Ordinul comandantului Corpului de Vest, ge-
neralul de brigada Nicolae Haralambie, contrasem-
nat de catre seful de stat major al corpului, colonelul
Alexandru Gramont, precizeaza dispozitivul si misiu-
nile unitatilor din subordine pentru atacul cetatii Vi-
din. Batalia, derulata in perioada 12/24-14/26 ianuarie,
s-a finalizat cu victoria trupelor romane care incercu-
iau garnizoana din cetatea Vidin. Una dintre cele mai
importante batalii din aceastd operatie, devenita in
istoriografia razboiului sinonima cu eroismul si bravu-
ra in lupta ale trupelor romane, este cea de la Smar-
dan (12/24 ianuarie 1878). Ostilitdtile pe acest front
s-au incheiat odata cu semnarea armistitiului de la
Adrianopole, la 19/31 ianuarie 1878.

The Order of the Commander of the Western
Corps, Brigadier General Nicolae Haralambie, counter-
signed by the Chief of Staff of the Corps, Colonel Alex-
andru Gramont, specifies the combat disposition and
the missions of the subordinate units for the attack
on the Vidin fortress. The battle, which took place be-
tween January 12/24-14/26, ended with the victory of
the Romanian troops surrounding the garrison in the
Vidin fortress. One of the most important battles in
this operation, which became in the historiography of
the war synonymous with the heroism and bravery in
battle of the Romanian troops, is the one in Smardan
(on January 12/24, 1878). Hostilities on this front end-
ed with the signing of the armistice in Adrianople on
January 19/31, 1878.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Ministerul de Razboi, Corpul Il Armata, Divizia IV-Cancelarie, dosar 22/1877, filele 16, 19
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Razboiul de dupa razboi.
Provocarile pacii si afirmarea
statalitatii nationale

The War after the War.
Challenges of Peace and Assertion

of National Statehood
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10/22 ianuarie 1878, Kazanlak
Raport al colonelului Eracle Arion, reprezentantul romén la tratativele de

armistitiu de la Kazanldk, catre ministrul Afacerilor Externe

January 10/22, 1878, Kazanlak
Report of Colonel Eracle Arion, the Romanian representative at the armistice
negotiations in Kazanlak, addressed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Raportul colonelului Arion il informeaza pe mi-
nistrul Afacerilor Externe asupra tratamentului pe
care autoritdtile ruse au inteles sa il acorde persoanei
sale, in calitate de reprezentant plenipotentiar al sta-
tului roman, si intereselor legitime ale Romaniei, in ca-
litatea sa de stat cobeligerant la razboiul cu Imperiul
Otoman. Raportul informeaza ca reprezentantii rusi,
atat marele duce Nicolae, cat si de seful Oficiului Di-
plomatic atasat Marelui Cartier General rus, Aleksandr
Nelidov, au refuzat orice discutie privind termenii ar-
mistitiului sau pozitia Romaniei fata de acesta. Cu alte
cuvinte, din perspectiva Rusiei, nu era posibild nicio
modificare sau interferenta in cursul tratativelor. Ter-
menii si conditiile armistitiului au fost dictate direct
de tar si guvernul imperial, iar trimisul roman a fost
asigurat ca ,interesele Romaniei se afla pe maini bune”
si orice detalii ar putea interesa Romania, Rusia va face
in asa fel ca ea sd poata stabili aceste detalii cu Turcia
la o viitoare negociere de pace.

The report informs the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the treatment that the Russian authorities decided
to show him, as the plenipotentiary representative of
the Romanian state, as well as to the legitimate inter-
ests of Romania, as a belligerent state in the war with
the Ottoman Empire. The report states that the Rus-
sian representatives, both Grand Duke Nicholas and
the head of the diplomatic cabinet attached to the
Russian General Headquarters, Aleksandr Nelidov, re-
fused any discussion on the terms of the armistice or
Romania’s position on it. In other words, from Russia’s
point of view, no change or interference was possible
during the negotiations. The terms and conditions of
the armistice were dictated directly by the Emperor
and the Imperial Government, and the Romanian en-
voy was assured that “Romania’s interests were in good
hands” and that for any details that might interest Ro-
mania, Russia would do so that it could establish the
said details with Turkey in future peace negotiations.

Arhivele Diplomatice, Fond Razboiul de Independentd, dos. 77, filele 75-76
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11/23 ianuarie 1878, Bucuresti
Nota verbala a Ministerului roméan al Afacerilor Externe catre baronul Dmitri

Stuart, reprezentantul diplomatic al Imperiului rus la Bucuresti

January 11/23, 1878, Bucharest
Note Verbale of the Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs addressed to
Baron Dmitry Stuart, the diplomatic representative of the Russian Empire

in Bucharest
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Nota verbald, continand corecturile si adnotarile
lui Mihail Kogélniceanu, ministru al Afacerilor Externe,
prezenta problemele intervenite, din punctul de ve-
dere al autoritatilor romane, pe parcursul tratativelor
de armistitiu. Dupd un scurt istoric al circumstantelor
care au dus la angajarea trupelor romane in luptd, pe
baza conventiei bilaterale din 1877, si invocand san-
gele varsat pe campul de lupta, Mihail Kogalniceanu
protesta impotriva excluderii Romaniei de la trata-
tivele de armistitiu, precum si de la cele de pace. In
acelasi timp, erau reiterate deplinele puteri acordate
colonelului Arion si generalului Ghika ca reprezentanti
ai intereselor Romaniei la Marele Cartier General al ar-
matei ruse din Balcani si la Sankt Petersburg.

The Note Verbale, containing the corrections
and annotations of Mihail Kogalniceanu, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, presented the problems that occurred
during the armistice negotiations, from the point of
view of the Romanian authorities. Providing a brief
history of the circumstances that led to the involve-
ment of the Romanian troops in battle, based on the
bilateral treaty of 1877 and invoking the bloodshed
on the battlefield, Mihail Kogalniceanu protested
against the exclusion of Romania from the armistice
and peace negotiations. At the same time, it reiterated
the full powers granted to Colonel Arion and General
Ghika as representatives of Romania’s interests at the
General Staff of the Russian army in the Balkans and in
Sankt Petersburg.

Arhivele Diplomatice, Fond Razboiul de Independentd, dos. 77, filele 81-82
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20 ianuarie/1 februarie 1878, Adrianopole
Scrisoare a colonelului Eracle Arion catre Mihail Kogalniceanu, ministru al
Afacerilor Externe, anuntand incheierea armistitiului si conditiile acestuia

January 20/February 1, 1878, Adrianople

Letter from Colonel Eracle Arion addressed to Mihail Kogalniceanu,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, announcing the conclusion of the armistice and
its conditions
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Mesajul colonelului Arion aratd ca ,armistitiul si
preliminariile pacii s-au incheiat in afara de noi si nu-
mai intre reprezentantii Turciei si Cartierului General
(rus — n.n.)”. In continuarea relatarii, descrie eveni-
mentele asociate semndrii armistitiului, precum si in-
formatiile, aflate indirect, despre prevederile generale
ale acestuia si preliminariile pacii. Referitor la Romania,
delegatul roman precizeazd ca, in afara recunoasterii
independentei si o despagubire substantiala din par-
tea Turciei, nu detine alte informatii, acestea urmand
a fi comunicate domnitorului si guvernului roman de
catre trimisul special al tarului, contele Nikolai Pavlo-
vici Ignatiev, emisar special al guvernului de la Sankt
Petersburg catre autoritatile de la Bucuresti.

Colonel Arion’s message states that “the armi-
stice and the peace preliminaries have been conclud-
ed without us and only between the representatives
of Turkey and the (note: Russian) General Staff”. He
goes on to describe the events associated with the
signing of the armistice, its general provisions, and the
peace preliminaries. Regarding Romania, the Romani-
an delegate states that, apart from the recognition of
independence and a substantial compensation from
Turkey, he has no other information. Further infor-
mation is to be communicated to the Romanian rul-
er and government by the Emperor’s special envoy,
Count Nikolay Pavlovich Ignatyev, special emissary of
the Sankt Petersburg Government to the Bucharest
authorities.

Arhivele Diplomatice, fond Razboiul de Independenta, dos. 77, filele 117-118
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22 ianuarie/3 februarie 1878, Bucuresti
Scrisoare a domnitorului Carol I catre tarul Alexandru al II-lea prin care ii
cere, In termeni diplomatici, sa renunte la planurile de anexare a Bugeacului

January 22/February 3, 1878, Bucharest

Letter from Prince Carol I addressed to Emperor Alexander II asking him,
in diplomatic terms, to renounce his plans for the annexation of Budjak
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Tn urma intrevederii cu emisarul special al tarului
Alexandru al ll-lea, Carol | se adresa imediat suvera-
nului rus in legdturd cu pozitia asumata de Sankt Pe-
tersburg in negocierile de pace in curs. Confruntat cu
pretentiile teritoriale ruse la adresa Romaniei, domni-
torul evoca relatiile bilaterale si personale calde, pre-
cum si camaraderia de arme din timpul razboiului
pentru a-i solicita tarului sa gaseasca o alta formula de
indeplinire a obiectivelor politice si militare ruse decat
raptul Bugeacului (cele trei judete din sudul Basarabi-
ei retrocedate Moldovei prin decizia Congresului de
Pace de la Paris din 1856).

Scrisoarea, diplomatica la extrem in termenii uti-
lizati, facea apel la tarul Alexandru al Il-lea sa evite o
situatie in care si-ar fi alienat Romania ca aliat si ar fi
produs o adevarata revoltd in opinia publica si clasa
politica romaneasca.

Following the meeting with the special emissary
of Emperor Alexander II, Carol | immediately addressed
the Russian ruler regarding Sankt Petersburg’s position
in the ongoing peace negotiations. Faced with Russian
territorial claims against Romania, the Prince evoked
warm bilateral and personal relations, as well as the
two countries being comrades-in-arms during the war
when asking the Emperor to find another formula for
fulfilling the Russian political and military objectives,
other than the territorial seizure of Budjak (the three
southern counties belonging to Bessarabia, which had
been returned to Moldavia by decision of the Peace
Congress of Paris in 1856).

The letter, extremely diplomatic in its language,
called on Emperor Alexander Il to avoid a situation in
which he would alienate Romania as an ally and would
produce a real revolt in the public opinion and the Ro-
manian political class.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regald, Oficiale, Dosar 14/1878, filele 5-6
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1/13 februarie 1878, Bucuresti

Nota a ministrului Afacerilor Externe catre colonelul Eracle Arion In care ii
este anuntata Insdrcinarea de a reprezenta Roménia la Conferinta de Pace
de la San Stefano si i se comunica mandatul

February 1/13, 1878, Bucharest

Note from the Minister of Foreign Affairs addressed to Colonel Eracle Arion,
announcing his assignment to represent Romania at the San Stefano Peace
Conference and his mandate
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Nota adresata de catre Mihail Kogalniceanu co-
lonelului Eracle Arion ii comunicd acestuia emiterea
deplinelor puteri pentru reprezentarea Romaniei la
Conferinta de Pace de la San Stefano. De asemenea,
era detaliata pozitia Romaniei la viitoarea Conferinta
de Pace. In esent3, se preciza clar refuzul statului ro-
man de a accepta negocieri sau incheierea unui acord
cu drept deliberativ fara participarea Romaniei. In caz
contrar, Romania nu va recunoaste prevederile trata-
tului de pace. Partea romana refuza orice modificare
teritoriald in sensul dorintei Rusiei, precizand ca ce-
rintele statului roman sunt: recunoasterea imediata si
neconditionatd a independentei de stat, retrocedarea
Gurilor Dunarii, plata unei indemnizatii de razboi de
16 milioane de franci.

The Note addressed by Mihail Kogélniceanu to
Colonel Eracle Arion informs him of the issuance of
the full powers for representing Romania at the Peace
Conference in San Stefano. Romania’s position at the
upcoming Peace Conference was also detailed in the
Note. At its core, it clearly stated the Romanian state’s
refusal to accept negotiations or the conclusion of an
agreement with deliberative right without Romania’s
participation. Otherwise, Romania would not recog-
nize the provisions of the peace treaty. The Romanian
side refused any territorial change according to Russia’s
desire, stating that the requirements of the Romanian
state were: immediate and unconditional recognition
of state independence, restitution of the Mouths of
the Danube, and payment of a war allowance of 16
million francs.

Arhivele Diplomatice, Fond Legatie Constantinopol, dosar 109, filele 59-61
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21 martie/2 aprilie 1878, Sankt Petersburg

Telegrama a principelui general Iancu Ghika, reprezentantul diplomatic al
Romaéniei la Sankt Petersburg, catre ministrul Afacerilor Externe, Mihail
Kogalniceanu

March 21/April 2, 1878, Sankt Petersburg

Telegram from General Prince Iancu Ghika, Romania’s diplomatic
representative in Sankt Petersburg, addressed to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mihail Kogalniceanu

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



Diplomatul roman relateaza ministrului Aface-
rilor Externe continutul intrevederii avute cu printul
Aleksandr Mihailovici Gorceakov, care il convocase
in aceeasi zi. Potrivit acestuia, seful guvernului rus i-a
transmis ca tarul Alexandru al Il-lea este extrem de
indispus de pozitia adoptata de domnitorul si guver-
nul roman in ceea ce priveste pretentiile teritoriale ale
Rusiei si, dacd autoritatile romane decid sa protesteze
deschis invocand conventia bilaterala, Rusia ar putea
proceda la dezarmarea armatei romdne si ocuparea
integrala a teritoriului statului roman. Un alt motiv
de nemultumire era si faptul ca statul roman contesta
dreptul Rusiei de a introduce intre prevederile pdcii si
faptul ca prelungea valabilitatea conventiei bilaterale
din 1877 pe inca doi ani, sub pretextul asigurarii lini-
ilor de comunicatii ale armatei de ocupatie din Bul-
garia fara consultarea prealabila a autoritdtilor de la
Bucuresti.

Principele Ghika incheia solicitand de urgenta
Bucurestiului instructiuni, precizand ca este ,exaspe-
rat si profund ingrijorat asupra viitorului patriei noas-
tre nefericite” in contextul intrevederii si amenintari-
lor relatate.

The Romanian diplomat reports to the Minister
of Foreign Affairs the content of the meeting he had
with Prince Alexander Mikhailovich Gorchakov, who
had summoned him on the same day. According to
him, the head of the Russian Government told him
that Emperor Alexander Il was extremely dissatisfied
with the position adopted by the Romanian ruler
and Government regarding Russia’s territorial claims.
Furthermore, if the Romanian authorities decided to
openly protest invoking the bilateral treaty, Russia
could then proceed to disarming the Romanian army
and fully occupying the territory of the Romanian
state. Another reason for dissatisfaction was the fact
that the Romanian state challenged Russia’s right to
also include in the peace provisions an extension of
the validity of the 1877 bilateral treaty for another two
years, on the pretext of securing the lines of communi-
cation with the occupation army in Bulgaria, without
any prior consultation with the Bucharest authorities.

Prince Ghika concluded his telegram by urgently
requesting instructions from Bucharest, stating that
he was “exasperated and deeply concerned about the
future of our unhappy homeland” in the context of
the meeting and the reported threats.

Arhivele Nationale ale Roméniei, fond Casa Regald, Oficiale, Dosar 26/1878, filele 1-2
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28 martie/9 aprilie 1878, Sankt Petersburg
Scrisoare a tarului Alexandru al II-lea catre domnitorul Carol I prin care
isi exprima nemultumirea fata de refuzul autoritatilor roméne de a accepta
prezenta militara rusa pe teritoriul national

March 28/April 9, 1878, Sankt Petersburg

Letter from Emperor Alexander II addressed to Prince Carol I in which he
expresses his dissatisfaction with Romania’s refusal of accepting the Russian
military presence on the Romanian territory
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Intr-un limbaj diplomatic incarcat, tarul Alexan-
dru al ll-lea isi exprima nemultumirea fata de rezisten-
ta romaneasca la planurile imperiale. El ii comunica
domnitorului Carol | ¢4, in pofida relatiilor amicale
si a excelentei colaborari pe frontul din Balcani, daca
autoritdtile romane aleg sa continue rezistenta, va fi
nevoit sa procedeze la masuri extreme pentru a im-
pune vointa imperiald. Motivul amenintarilor il con-
stituia n acest moment refuzul autoritatilor romane
de a accepta prezenta militara rusd pe teritoriul nati-
onal dupa incetarea operatiunilor militare. Aceasta se
adauga celorlalte divergente intervenite intre parti in
contextul armistitiului si negocierilor pentru incheie-
rea unui tratat de pace.

In a loaded diplomatic language, Emperor Alex-
ander Il expressed his dissatisfaction with the Romani-
an resistance to imperial plans. He communicated to
Prince Carol | that, despite the amiable relations and
the excellent collaboration on the Balkan front, should
the Romanian authorities choose to continue the re-
sistance, he would have to resort to extreme measures
so as to impose the imperial will. The reason for these
threats was at that point the refusal of the Romanian
authorities to accept Russian military presence on the
national territory, once the military operations had
stopped. This added onto the other disputes between
the parties, in the context of the armistice and negoti-
ations to conclude a peace treaty.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regald, Oficiale, Dosar 14/1878, fila 10
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13/25 iunie 1878, Cotroceni

Memoriu al domnitorului Carol I precizdnd mandatul delegatiei roméne
ce urma sa se deplaseze la Berlin pentru a prezenta punctul de vedere al
Romaéniei participantilor la Congresul european convocat dupa razboiul din
1877-1878

June 13/25, 1878, Cotroceni

Memorandum of Prince Carol I specifying the mandate of the Romanian
delegation that was to go to Berlin, so as to communicate Romania’s point
of view to the participants to the European Congress convened after the
1877-1878 war
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Memoriul face, de o maniera pertinenta, analiza
situatiei geopolitice inainte de Congresul de la Berlin,
evaluand intr-un mod obiectiv situatia in care se rega-
sea statul roman si inevitabilitatea pierderii unei parti
a teritoriului sau. Determinarea Rusiei de a-si recupera
pozitia si statutul pierdute pe scena europeana dupa
Razboiul Crimeii si conciliatorismul celorlalte puteri
europene, deloc dispuse a risca un razboi pentru a
apara interesele unui stat mic, sunt considerate a fi ar-
gumentele ce sustin aceasta analiza. n acest context,
este subliniata nevoia de adoptare a unei pozitii ferme,
sprijinitd pe dreptul international si tratatele in vigoa-
re, cu gandul nu la prezent, mai mult sau mai putin
decis deja, cat la prezervarea drepturilor viitoare ale
statului roman.

The Memorandum makes a pertinent analysis
of the geopolitical situation ahead of the Congress of
Berlin, objectively evaluating Romania’s situation and
the inevitability of losing part of its territory. Russia’s
determination to gain back its lost status and position
on the European stage after the Crimean War and the
conciliatory policy of the other European powers, not
willing to risk a war in defence of a small state, are con-
sidered to be the arguments supporting this analysis.
The need to adopt a firm stance is highlighted in this
context; a stance based on international law and on
treaties in force, and focused not necessarily on the
more or less already decided present, but on preserv-
ing the future rights of the Romanian state.

Arhivele Nationale ale Roméniei, fond Casa Regald, Oficiale, Dosar 35/1878, filele 1-2
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18/30 iunie 1878, Bucuresti

Scrisoare a lui C.A Rosetti catre domnitorul Carol I prin care 1i aduce la
cunostintd corespondenta primita de la delegatia roména la Congresul de la
Berlin

June 18/30, 1878, Bucharest

Letter from C.A. Rosetti addressed to Prince Carol I, informing him of the
correspondence received from the Romanian delegation to the Congress of
Berlin
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Documentul descrie mersul tratativelor si pozitia
diferitelor puteri europene fata de cauza romaneasca.
Este subliniata cvasiunanimitatea existenta intre pute-
rile europene in decizia de a satisface pretentiile Rusiei.
Sunt evaluate pozitiile adoptate de acestea, fiind recu-
noscuta ca onestd, in raporturile cu delegatia romana,
doar pozitia exprimata in numele Germaniei de catre
cancelarul Otto von Bismarck. Alaturi de consideren-
tele de politica externa, rezumand informatiile primite
de la Berlin, este facutd o trecere in revista a vietii poli-
tice interne si a pozitiilor existente si posibil a fi expri-
mate in Parlament fata de evolutiile politice externe.
Scrisoarea are anexat originalul telegramei primite de
la lon C. Bratianu de la Berlin.

The document relates the progress of negotia-
tions and the positions of different European powers
in relation to the Romanian cause. The quasi-unanim-
ity of the European powers to satisfy Russia’s demands
is highlighted here. Their adopted positions are evalu-
ated, with the only one considered sincere in relation
to the Romanian delegation being that of Germany,
represented by Chancellor Bismark. Together with ar-
guments of foreign policy and a summary of the infor-
mation received from Berlin, the letter overviews the
internal politics and the positions probable to be ex-
pressed in Parliament on the evolutions of foreign pol-
icies. Annexed is the original of the telegram received
from lon C. Bratianu, from Berlin.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regald, Oficiale, Dosar 3/1878, filele 2-6
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19 iunie/1 iulie 1878, Berlin
Discursul lui Mihail Kogalniceanu, ministrul romén al Afacerilor Externe,
rostit In fata delegatiilor puterilor reprezentate de la Congresul de la Berlin

June 19/July 1, 1878, Berlin
Speech delivered by Mihail Kogalniceanu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Romania, in front of the delegations of the powers represented at the

Congress of Berlin
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Fara indoiald, unul dintre cele mai celebre si ci-
tate documente ale Razboiului de Independenta al
Romaniei, discursul lui Mihail Kogalniceanu in cadrul
Congresului de la Berlin reprezinta o pledoarie pen-
tru sustinerea si promovarea intereselor nationale ale
Romaniei. Desi, dupa cum chiar el insusi o spunea in
epoca, Romania a fost ascultata, dar nu si auzitd la
Congres, discursul rdmane totusi un exemplu de do-
cument conceput nu numai pentru prezent, cat mai
ales pentru viitor.

Without a doubt, Mihail Kogalniceanu'’s speech
at the Congress of Berlin is one of the most famous
and quoted documents of the Romanian War of In-
dependence, as it represents a plea for support and
promotion of the national interests of Romania. Al-
though Romania was only listened to, but not heard at
the Congress — as Kogalniceanu himself liked to say —,
the speech remains a model document conceived not
only for the present, but especially for the future.

Biblioteca Nationald, Colectii Speciale, fond M. Kogélniceanu, pachet XVI, dos. 45, filele 116-122
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1/13 iulie 1878, Berlin
Tratatul de la Berlin

July 1/13, 1878, Berlin
Treaty of Berlin
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Actul final al Congresului de la Berlin, tratatul
semnat la 1/13 iulie 1878, se afla conservat la Arhivele
Ministerului german al Afacerilor Externe de la Berlin.
Puterile europene participante, atat acelea cu drept
de vot deliberativ, semnatare ale tratatului, cat si cele
interesate, obiect al deciziilor adoptate la Berlin, au
primit un exemplar cu valoare de original semnat si
parafat pentru conformitate de cdtre reprezentanti ai
Ministerului german al Afacerilor Externe. Prezentam
in acest volum o selectie a acestui document volumi-
nos ce cuprinde partea initiald cu statele participante,
paginile referitoare la Romania, precum si finalul do-
cumentului cu semnaturile si sigiliul de certificare.

The final document of the Congress of Berlin —
the Treaty signed on July 1/13, 1878 - is preserved
at the Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Germany, in Berlin. The participant European powers,
both those with deliberative vote, signatories of the
Treaty, and those interested, subject to the decisions
adopted in Berlin, received a copy deemed authentic,
signed and sealed by the representatives of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of Germany. Included in this
volume is a selection of this ample document, which
includes the initial part with the participant states, the
pages referring to Romania, as well as the ending of the
document, with the signatures and certification seal.

Arhivele diplomatice fond Razboiul de Independentd, dosar 95, filele 31-42

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



The Independence of Romania. War and Diplomacy. 1877-1878. Documents 315

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



316 Independenta Roméniei. Razboi si diplomatie. 1877-1878. Documente

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



The Independence of Romania. War and Diplomacy. 1877-1878. Documents 317

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



318 Independenta Roméniei. Razboi si diplomatie. 1877-1878. Documente

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



The Independence of Romania. War and Diplomacy. 1877-1878. Documents 319

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



320 Independenta Roméniei. Razboi si diplomatie. 1877-1878. Documente

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



The Independence of Romania. War and Diplomacy. 1877-1878. Documents 321

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



322 Independenta Roméniei. Razboi si diplomatie. 1877-1878. Documente

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://ispaim.mapn.ro



11/23 august 1878, Bucuresti
Nota verbala si modus operandi adresate de reprezentantul guvernului rus
la Bucuresti Ministerului roméan al Afacerilor Externe

August 11/23, 1878, Bucharest
Note Verbale and Modus Operandi addressed by the representative of the
Russian Government to Bucharest to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Romania
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Imediat ulterior ratificarii Tratatului de la Berlin,
autoritdtile ruse au demarat procedurile de ocupare a
teritoriului Bugeacului, teritoriu cu valoare strategica
ce le dadea accesul la Dundre. De notat cd procedurile
de indeplinire ale prevederilor Tratatului de la Berlin
erau demarate unilateral si fara relationare cu cele de
retragere a trupelor de ocupatie ruse din Dobrogea,
teritoriul ce urma a fi reunit, potrivit prevederilor ace-
luiasi tratat, la Regatul Romaniei. Nota verbald preciza
ca partea rusa prefera utilizarea procedurilor anterior
utilizate in 1856, atunci cand teritoriul fusese retroce-
dat Moldovei, si facea referire la stadiul extrem de ten-
sionat al relatiilor bilaterale. Anexat era transmis un
modus operandi ce descria punctul de vedere al partii
ruse cu privire la procedurile de urmat in transferul de
teritorii.

Immediately after the ratification of the Treaty of
Berlin, the Russian authorities started the procedures
to occupy the territory of Budjak, a territory with im-
mense strategic value that gave them access to the
Danube River. It should be noted that the procedures
for fulfilling the provisions of the Treaty of Berlin had
been unilaterally started and they were unrelated to
those for the withdrawal of Russian occupation troops
from Dobrudja, the territory to be included in the
Kingdom of Romania, according to the provisions of
the same treaty. The Note Verbale stated that the Rus-
sian side preferred to use the procedures previously
used in 1856, when the territory had been returned to
Moldavia, and referred to the extremely tense state of
the bilateral relations. Attached was a Modus Operan-
di describing the Russian side’s view on the procedures
to be followed in the transfer of territories.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regald, Oficiale, Dosar 45/1878, filele 1-4
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5/17 decembrie 1878, Bucuresti
Proces verbal al Comisiei de trasare a frontierei roméno-ruse pentru aplicarea
prevederilor Tratatului de la Berlin

December 5/17, 1878, Bucharest

Procés-verbal of the Commission for drawing the Romanian-Russian border,
in application of the provisions of the Treaty of Berlin
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Procesul verbal al comisiei mixte de trasare a
frontierei romano-ruse marcheaza finalizarea proce-
durilor de incorporare a sudului Basarabiei la Imperiul
Rus. Dincolo de raptul teritorial practicat de Rusia in
dauna Romaniei si dificultatile survenite in raporturile
bilaterale reci si adeseori ostile, lucrarile comisiei mixte
consemneaza si controlul roman asupra cvasi-totalita-
tii gurilor Dundrii cu exceptia bratului Chilia, aflat in
spatiul frontalier comun.

The procés-verbal of the mixed Commission
for drawing the common Romanian-Russian border
marks the ending of the process to include the south
of Bessarabia in the Russian Empire. Beyond the terri-
torial seizure practiced by Russia to the detriment of
Romania and the difficulties that arose due to the cold
and often hostile bilateral relations, the works of the
mixed Commission also recorded the Romanian con-
trol on the quasi-totality of the mouths of the Dan-
ube River, except for the Chilia branch, situated on the
joint border.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regald, Oficiale, Dosar 59/1878, filele 1-2
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8/20 februarie 1880, Bucuresti
Nota circulara a ministrului Afacerilor Externe catre agentii diplomatici ai
Romaniei la post In marile capitale europene

February 8/20, 1880, Bucharest

Circular Note of the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the Romanian diplomatic
agents on duty in the great European capital cities
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Documentul, purtand semndtura ministrului
Afacerilor Externe, Vasile Boerescu, anunta agentii
diplomatici romani ca reprezentantii Frantei, Germa-
niei si Marii Britanii au depus la sediul ministerului
o notad diplomaticd comuna recunoscand indepen-
denta Romaniei. Nota survenea in urma rezolvarii de
cdtre statul roman a conditiilor puse prin tratatul de
la Berlin pentru recunoasterea independentei de stat,
indeosebi cele referitoare la rascumpararea cailor fe-
rate romane de la consortiul german ce le construise
si reglementarea statutului cetdtenilor evrei ai statului
roman.

The document, bearing the signature of the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Vasile Boerescu, announced
the Romanian diplomatic agents that the represent-
atives of France, Germany, and Great Britain submit-
ted to the Ministry’s headquarters a joint diplomatic
Note recognising Romania’s independence. The Note
occurred after the Romanian state had solved the con-
ditions imposed through the Treaty of Berlin for the
recognition of the State Independence. In particular,
those conditions were related to the repurchase of the
Romanian railways from the German consortium that
had built them and the regulation of the status of the
Jewish citizens of the Romanian state.

Arhivele Diplomatice, dosar 98, fila 597
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14/26 martie 1881, Bucuresti
Motiunea Adunarii Deputatilor cu prilejul proclamarii Regatului

March 14/26, 1881, Bucharest

Motion of the Assembly of Deputies on the occasion of the proclamation of

the Kingdom
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Documentul de mari dimensiuni emis de Camera
Deputatilor ratifica procedurile de proclamare a Rega-
tului. El se constituia, totodata, intr-un bilant al celor
cincisprezece ani de domnie a regelui Carol | si a prin-
cipalelor realizari ale acestuia. Considerente de spatiu
editorial ne-au impus reproducerea selectiva a docu-
mentului, fiind retinute spre publicare prima si ultima
dintre filele acestuia.

The large-sized document was issued by the
Chamber of Deputies and it ratified the procedures of
proclaiming the Kingdom. At the same time, the doc-
ument represented a review of the 15 years under the
rule of King Carol | and his main achievements. Due to
limitations in editorial space, a selective reproduction
of the document was made, with only the first and last
pages being published.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, fond Casa Regald, Oficiale, Dosar 5/1881, filele 1, 6
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10 mai 1881
Actul solemn al proclamarii Regatului

May 10, 1881
The Solemn Act of Proclamation of the Kingdom
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Document de o importanta definitorie pentru
cursul istoriei moderne a Romaniei, actul solemn al
proclamarii Regatului Romaniei marcheaza totodata
desavarsirea procesului de recunoastere a indepen-
dentei Romaniei moderne si integrarea sa in spatiul
politic international ca membru cu drepturi depline.
Prezentarea grafica, temele tablourilor istorice insera-
te, precum si semndturile si sigiliul regatului sporesc
valoarea documentar-istorica a documentului.

This document is one of fundamental impor-
tance for the course of Romania’s modern history, as
it marks both the completion of the process of rec-
ognizing modern Romania’s independence, and its
integration within the international political arena as
a member with full rights. Its presentation, graphics,
themes of the inserted historical paintings, as well as
the signatures and the seal of the Kingdom applied
on it increase the documentary-historical value of the
document.

Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, colectia Acte comemorative si de fundatie, dosar nr. 3-Proclamarea Regatului
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Carol 1 (20 aprilie 1839, Sigmaringen-27 septembrie/10 octombrie
1914, Sinaia). Ofiter de carierd in Regimentul 1 Dragoni al Garzii
Regale prusiene si a participat la razboiul cu Danemarca din 1864.
Datorita inrudirii sale cu imparatul Napoleon al lll-lea, a fost ales
principe al Romaniei; proclamat ca domnitor de catre Parlament
la 10/22 mai 1866. A jucat un rol major in evolutia constitutionald
romaneasca, ca arbitru al vietii politice interne — unde, din 1895, a
impus alternanta la guvernare a principalelor partide — si conduca-
tor al politicii externe. A decis participarea Romaniei la razboiul ru-
so-turc din 1877-1878, aducand la guvernare Partidul National Libe-
ral, condus de lon C. Bratianu. S-a ilustrat in calitate de comandant
al armatelor ruso-roméne de la Plevna (16/28 august-5/17 decem-
brie 1877). A fost proclamat rege de cétre Parlament la 14/26 martie
1881, iar ceremonia oficiald a avut loc la 10/22 mai 1881. Pe plan
extern, a initiat aderarea Romaniei la Tripla Alianta (18/30 octom-
brie 1883). Pe plan intern, a condus modernizarea Romaniei dupa
modelul occidental si a promovat miscarea de solidaritate cu ro-
manii din Transilvania. In ultimii ani ai domniei, a decis participarea
tarii la al Doilea Rézboi Balcanic, incheiat prin pacea de la Bucuresti
(28 iulie/10 august 1913), si a initiat un amplu proces de reformare a
Romaniei, ce viza adoptarea reformelor agrara si electorala. A ince-
tat din viatd la scurtd vreme dupa izbucnirea Marelui Razboi si dupa
ce Romania a adoptat decizia de neutralitate, in urma Consiliului de
Coroana de la Sinaia, din 21 iulie/3 august 1914.

Carol I (April 20, 1839, Sigmaringen-September 27/October 10, 1914,
Sinaia). He was a career officer in the 1% regiment of the Prussian
Royal Dragoons, having participated in the war against Denmark in
1864. Thanks to his relation to Emperor Napoleon Ill, he was chosen
as prince of Romania and was proclaimed Prince by the Parliament
on May 10/22, 1866. Carol | played a major role in the Romanian
constitutional evolution, as an umpire of internal politics — where, in
1895, he imposed that the main parties alternate in governing — and
as a leader of foreign policy. He decided Romania must engage in
the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-1878, bringing to power the National
Liberal Party, headed by lon C. Bratianu. He distinguished himself as
the commander-in-chief of the Russo-Romanian armies at Pleven
(August 16/28-December 5/17, 1877). Carol was proclaimed King
by the Parliament on March 14/26, 1881, with the official ceremony
taking place on May 10/22, 1881. Externally, he initiated Romania’s
accession to the Triple Alliance (October 18/30, 1883). Internally, he
lead the modernization of Romania following the Western model
and promoted the movement of solidarity with the Romanians in
Transylvania. In the last years of his reign, he decided Romania must
participate in the Second Balkan War, ended with the Peace of Bu-
charest (July 28/August 10, 1913), and initiated an extensive process
of reforming Romania, which also aimed at adopting agrarian and
electoral reforms. He died shortly after the outbreak of the Great
War, just as Romania had adopted a policy of neutrality adopted at
the Crown Council in Sinaia, on July 21/August 3, 1914.
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Tarul Alexandru al ll-lea (17/29 aprilie 1818, Moscova-1/13 martie
1881, Sankt Petersburg), fiul tarului Nicolae | (1825-1855). A deve-
nit tar la 18 februarie/2 martie 1855. Inceputul domniei sale a fost
marcat de incheierea Razboiului Crimeii si semnarea tratatului de
pace de la Paris (18/30 martie 1856). Ulterior, a inaugurat o ampla
politica de reformare a statului si a armatei ruse, cea mai importanta
reforma fiind emanciparea taranilor (1861), care i-a adus denumirea
de ,tarul eliberator”. A acceptat vanzarea provinciei Alaska Statelor
Unite (6/18 octombrie 1867), pentru suma de 7,2 milioane dolari
(133 de milioane dolari la valoarea de astazi). A jucat un rol major
in conducerea razboiului ruso-turc din anii 1877-1878, in urma ca-
ruia Romania, Serbia si Muntenegru si-au obtinut independenta si,
de asemenea, in crearea si modernizarea principatului autonom al
Bulgariei. A fost asasinat la 1/13 martie 1881 de membrii ai miscarii
socialiste radicale ,Vointa poporului”.

Alexander Il, Emperor of Russia (17/29 April 1818, Moscow-1/13
March 1881, St. Petersburg) was the eldest son of Nicholas | of Rus-
sia (1825-1855). He succeeded to the throne on February 18/March
2, 1855. The beginning of his reign was marked by the end of the
Crimean War and the signing of the Paris Peace Treaty (March 18/30,
1856). In the aftermath, the Tsar embarked upon an extensive pol-
icy of reforming the state and the Russian Army. Alexander’s most
significant reform was the Emancipation of serfs in 1861, for which
he is known as Alexander the Liberator. The Emperor agreed to sale
Alaska to the United States (October 6/18, 1867) for 7.2 million USD
(the equivalent of 133 million USD, worth today). Alexander Il had
a major role in fighting the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-1878, which
brought independence to Romania, Serbia, and Montenegro, as well
as in the creation and modernization of the autonomous principali-
ty of Bulgaria. He was assassinated on March 1, 1881 by members of
the radical socialist movement “People’s Will”.
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Abdul-Hamid al ll-lea (21 septembrie 1842, Constantinopol-10 fe-
bruarie 1918, Constantinopol) a fost al 34-lea sultan al Imperiului
Otoman. A domnit in perioada 31 august 1876-27 aprilie 1909.
La 23 decembrie 1876, sub presiunea aliatilor europeni ai imperiului,
revoltati de cruzimea cu care fusesera reprimate revoltele din Bos-
nia-Hertegovina si Bulgaria, a decretat prima Constitutie a Imperiu-
lui Otoman, consfintindu-se astfel trecerea de la monarhia absolu-
tistd la monarhia constitutional. In aceasta, Romania era declarata
»parte integranta” a imperiului, cu statut de ,provincie privilegiata”,
fapt ce a provocat protestele guvernului roman. Prima perioada
constitutionala s-a incheiat prin dizolvarea Parlamentului la 1/13
februarie 1878. A condus imperiul in razboiul ruso-turc din 1877-
1878. Conflictul a avut drept consecinta pierderea a doua treimi din
teritoriile din Balcani ale Imperiului Otoman, in urma tratatelor de
pace de la San Stefano (martie 1878) si Berlin (iunie-iulie 1878). A
fost inlaturat in 1909 de miscarea ,junilor turci” si a murit in capti-
vitate.

Abdul-Hamid Il (21 September 1842, Constantinople, Ottoman
Empire-10 February 1918, Constantinople, Ottoman Empire) was
the 34" Sultan of the Ottoman Empire. He reigned from 31 August
1876 to 27 April 1909. On December 11/23 1876, under pressure
from the Empire’s European allies, outraged by the cruelty with
which the uprisings in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Bulgaria had been
suppressed, he decreed the first Constitution of the Ottoman Em-
pire, thus confirming the transition from the absolutist to consti-
tutional monarchy. In this act, Romania was declared an "integral
part” of the empire, with the status of a "privileged province”, which
provoked protests from the Romanian government. The first con-
stitutional period ended with the dissolution of Parliament on 1/13
February 1878. He led the Empire in the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-
1878. The conflict resulted in the loss of two-thirds of the Ottoman
Empire’s Balkan territories following the peace treaties of San Stefa-
no (March 1878) and Berlin (June-July 1878). He was overthrown in
1909 by the Young Turk movement and died in captivity.
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lon C. Bratianu (2/14 iunie 1821, Pitesti-4/16 mai 1891, Florica, jud.
Arges), om politic roman, participant la Revolutia de la 1848, la Pa-
ris si apoi la Bucuresti. Exilat intre anii 1848-1857, a revenit in tard,
unde a sustinut dubla alegere a lui Alexandru loan Cuza; ministru
in guvernarea din 1860. A jucat un rol decisiv in aducerea principe-
lui Carol | pe tronul Romaniei. Ministru in anii 1866-1868. In apri-
lie 1875, a pus bazele Partidului National Liberal, al carui lider va fi
pana la sfarsitul vietii. Presedinte al Consiliului de Ministri din 24
iulie/5 august 1876, functie pe care a pastrat-o, cu o scurtd intreru-
pere, pana la 20 martie/1 aprilie 1888. A determinat semnarea con-
ventiei ruso-romane de la 4/16 aprilie 1877 si participarea Romaniei
la Razboiul de Independentd 1877-1878. A reprezentat Romania la
Congresul de Pace de la Berlin (iunie-iulie 1878), alaturi de Mihail
Kogalniceanu. Tn mandatul su, pentru indeplinirea conditiilor im-
puse la Berlin pentru recunoasterea independentei, a fost revizuita
Constitutia, in 1879, in vederea acordarii de drepturi politice cetdte-
nilor de alta confesiune decat cea cresting, si a fost acceptata plata
de despagubiri catre Germania in chestiunea construirii cdilor ferate
romanesti. De numele sau sunt legate, printre altele, proclamarea
Regatului (14/26 martie 1881) si incheierea aliantei secrete cu Pute-
rile Centrale (18/30 octombrie 1883).

lon C. Bratianu (June 2/14, 1821, Pitesti-May 4/16, 1891, Florica, Ar-
ges County) was a Romanian politician, participant in the 1848 Rev-
olution, first in Paris, then in Bucharest. After being exiled between
1848 and 1857, he returned to the country to support the double
election of Alexandru loan Cuza, serving afterwards as a minister in
1860. He played a decisive part in installing Carol | on the Romanian
throne. He served as a minister between 1866 and 1868. In April
1875 he founded the National Liberal Party, whose leader he would
be until the end of his life. He became the Chairman of the Council
of Ministers on July 24/August 5, 1876, a role he kept with a brief
hiatus until March 20, 1888. He prompted the signing of the Rus-
so-Romanian Convention of April 4/16, 1877 and the participation
of Romania in the War of Independence (1877-1878). He represent-
ed Romania at the Congress of Berlin, (June-July, 1878), together
with Mihail Kogalniceanu. During his term, in order to fulfil the con-
ditions imposed in Berlin for the recognition of the independence,
the Constitution was revised in 1879 so as to grant political rights
to citizens of denominations other than the Christian one, and the
payment of compensation to Germany in the matter of building the
Romanian railways was also accepted. His name is tied among oth-
er things to the proclamation of the Kingdom (March 14/26, 1881)
and the secret alliance between Romania and the Central Powers
(October 18/30, 1883).
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Mihail Kogalniceanu (6/18 septembrie 1817, lasi-20 iunie/1 iulie
1891, Paris), om politic roman de orientare liberala, publicist, scrii-
tor, istoric, editor, diplomat, participant la revolutia din 1848. Ulte-
rior, s-a afirmat ca lider al miscarii unioniste care a dus la Unirea de
la 24 ianuarie 1859. Presedinte al Consiliului de Ministri in mai multe
guverne in timpul domniei lui Al. loan Cuza. Artizan al improprieta-
ririi taranilor din august 1864. Membru fondator al Partidului Nati-
onal Liberal (aprilie 1875). In calitate de ministru al Afacerilor Strii-
ne (3/15 aprilie 1877-24 noiembrie/6 decembrie 1878), a semnat la
4/16 aprilie 1877 conventia ruso-romana. A reprezentat Romania
la Congresul de Pace de la Berlin (iunie-iulie 1878), alaturi de lon C.
Bratianu. Ministru plenipotentiar al Romaniei la Paris (iulie 1880-iu-
nie 1881). Membru al Academiei Romane (16/28 septembrie 1868).

Mihail Kogalniceanu (September 6/18, 1817, lasi-June 20/July 1,
1891, Paris) was a Romanian liberal politician, publicist, writer, his-
torian, editor, diplomat and participant in the 1848 Revolution.
He distinguished himself as the leader of the unionist movement,
which led to the unification of the Romanian Principalities on Jan-
uary 24, 1859. He served as Chairman of the Council of Ministers
in several governments during the reign of Al. loan Cuza, being the
architect of the August 1864 peasant enfranchisement. He was a
founding member of the National Liberal Party from April 1875. As
foreign minister (April 3/15, 1877-November 24/December 6, 1878)
he signed the Russo-Romanian Convention of April 4/16, 1877. He
represented Romania at the Congress of Berlin, (June-July, 1878),
together with lon C. Bratianu, where he refused to sign for the terri-
torial exchange imposed on Romania, pleading in favour of Russia’s
compliance with its commitments regarding Romania’s sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity. He served as Minister Plenipotentiary to
Paris (July 1880- June 1881), having been a member of the Romanian
Academy since September 16/28, 1868.
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Printul Aleksandr Mihailovici Gorceakov (4/15 iunie 1798, Gapsa-
la, Estonia-11/23 martie 1883, Baden-Baden). Personalitate proemi-
nentd a diplomatiei rusesti si europene. Descendent dintr-o familie
veche princiarg, tatal sau fiind militar de profesie, Gorceakov a ales
cariera de diplomat. A activat in functiile de consilier de legatie in
mai multe orase europene, ajungand ministru al Afacerilor Externe
al Rusiei la 27 aprilie/8 mai 1856, functie pe care a detinut-o aproa-
pe trei decenii. De la inceputul anilor 1870, problema balcanica a
devenit centrul politicii sale. In timpul agravarii situatiei din Balcani
(1875-1877), a preferat metodele diplomatice de presiune asupra
Imperiului Otoman si s-a opus unui razboi de amploare, teman-
du-se de o reactie coordonata a puterilor europene impotriva Rusi-
ei. Cand razboiul ruso-turc a devenit inevitabil, el a reusit sa asigure
neutralitatea Austro-Ungariei, in urma Conventiei de la Budapesta
incheiate in ianuarie 1877. Dupa razboi, Gorceakov a sugerat organi-
zarea unui congres la Berlin, mizand pe sprijinul cancelarului german
Otto von Bismarck. Calculele acestuia s-au dovedit eronate, astfel, la
Congresul de la Berlin (iunie-iulie 1878), in ciuda victoriei armatelor
rusesti, Rusia a trebuit sa faca concesii serioase in fata unui concert
al puterilor europene determinate sa blocheze ambitiile rusesti vi-
zand Gurile Dunarii si stramtorile Marii Negre. Ulterior , Gorceakov
a considerat Congresul de la Berlin drept ,cea mai neagra pagina”
din viata sa politica.

Prince Aleksandr Mikhailovich Gorceakov (June 4/15, 1798,
Gapsala, Estonia-March 11/23, 1883, Baden-Baden). Prominent per-
sonality of Russian and European diplomacy. Descended from an
old princely family, his father being a military man by profession,
Gorceakov chose a career as a diplomat. He served as a counselor of
legation in several European cities, becoming Russia’s foreign min-
ister on April 27/May 8, 1856, a post he held for almost three de-
cades. From the early 1870s, the Balkan question became the focus
of his policy. During the deterioration of the situation in the Balkans
(1875-1877) he preferred diplomatic methods of putting pressure
on the Ottoman Empire and opposed a full-scale war, fearing the
coordinated reaction of the European powers against Russia. When
Russo-Turkish war became inevitable, he succeeded in securing the
neutrality of Austria-Hungary, following the Budapest Convention
of January 1877. After the war, Gorceakov suggested holding a con-
gress in Berlin, counting on the support of German Chancellor Otto
von Bismarck. His calculations turned out to be wrong, thus, at the
Berlin Congress (June-July 1878), despite its military victory, Russia
had to make serious concessions to the Concert of European powers
determined in blocking the Russian expansionist ambitions regard-
ing the Danube River Mouths and the Black Sea straits. Gorceakov
later called the Berlin Congress ,the darkest page” of his political life.
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Generalul Alexandru Cernat (17/29 ianuarie 1834, Varlezi, jude-
tul Covurlui (azi, judetul Galati)-8/20 decembrie 1893, Bucuresti),
ministru de Razboi si comandant al Armatei romane de Operatii
in timpul Razboiului de Independenta. Dupa terminarea studiilor la
lasi, a imbratisat cariera militara, intrand in armata cu gradul de sub-
locotenent, in Regimentul 4 Infanterie, in 1852. Urca destul de rapid
treptele ierarhiei militare, la 8/20 aprilie 1873 fiind avansat la rangul
de general de brigada. La 2/14 aprilie 1877, pentru experienta sa or-
ganizatoricd si pregatirea militard, a fost numit ministru de Razboi,
functie pe care o ocupa la inceputul Razboiului de Independenta. La
19/31 august 1877, a fost numit comandant al Armatei de Operatii.
Generalul Cernat a sustinut necesitatea fncercuirii complete a Plev-
nei, obligand trupele lui Osman Pasa, lipsite de munitie si alimente,
sa se predea. Pentru eficienta demonstratd pe timpul luptelor din 28
noiembrie/10 decembrie, a fost avansat general de divizie la 1/13 ia-
nuarie 1878. Dupa reorganizarea armatei romane, la 5/17 decembrie
1878, generalul Cernat a fost numit sef al Marelui Cartier General,
coordonand actiunile trupelor de pe frontul de la Vidin. Calitatile
sale de comandant si bun organizator au fost apreciate si rasplati-
te cu acordarea de ordine militare si medalii romanesti si rusesti,
printre care ,Steaua Romaniei” in grad de mare ofiter si ,Virtutea
militard” de aur.

General Alexandru Cernat (January 17/29 1828, in Varlezi, Covur-
lui county (present-day Galati county)-December 8/20, 1893, in
Bucharest), minister of War and commander of operations during
the War of Independence. After completing his studies in lasi, he
embraced the military career, joining the army with the rank of sec-
ond lieutenant in the 4™ Infantry Regiment, in 1852. He advanced
in rank quickly, being promoted to the rank of brigadier general on
April 8/20, 1873. On April 2/14, 1877, due to his organizational ex-
perience and military experience, he was appointed minister of war,
a position he still held at the beginning of the War of Independence.
On August 19/31, he was appointed commander of the Romanian
Army of Operations. General Cernat argued the need for a complete
encirclement of Pleven, forcing Osman Pasha’s troops, lacking am-
munition and provisions, to surrender. For his effectiveness during
the siege of Pleven and in the battles on November 28/December
10, Cernat was promoted to the rank of major general on January
1/13, 1878. Following the reorganization of the Romanian army, on
December 5/17, 1877, General Cernat was appointed head of the
General Headquarters, from this position coordinating the troops
at Vidin. His skills as a commander and organiser were appreciat-
ed and decorated with several military orders, both Romanian and
Russians, among which the Order of the Star of Romania in the rank
of Grand Officer class and Military Virtue Medal 1 class.
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Marele duce Nicolae (27 iulie/8 august 1831, Tarskoe Selo-13/25
aprilie 1891, Alupka), fratele tarului Alexandru al ll-lea, a fost spe-
cial educat pentru cariera militara. A participat la batalia de la In-
kerman (24 octombrie/5 noiembrie 1854) din Razboiul Crimeei. in
1856 a fost numit in fruntea inginerilor militari, iar in 1864 a deveni
comandant al Garzii Imperiale. La izbucnirea razboiului ruso-turc
din aprilie 1877, a fost numit comandant al Armatei de Dunire. in
urma armistitiului incheiat la Adrianopol (19/31 ianuarie 1878) si a
pacii de la San Stefano (19 februarie/3 martie 1878), a primit gradul
de feldmaresal (16/28 aprilie). Prestigiul sau a fost insa grav atins in
cadrul procesului intentat furnizorilor armatei ruse in acei ani, asa
incat, dupa moartea tarului Alexandru al ll-lea, la 1/13 martie 1881,
tarul Alexandru al lll-lea |-a destituit din toate functiile detinute.

Grand Duke Nicholas Nikolaevich of Russia (July 27/August 8,
1831, Tsarskoye Selo-April 13/25, 1891, Alupka) was the younger
brother of Alexander Il, Emperor of Russia. He was especially trained
for a career in the army. He fought in the Battle of Inkerman (Oc-
tober 24/November 5, 1854) in the Crimean War. In 1856 he was
appointed head of the military engineers, and became commander
of the Imperial Guard in 1864. At the outbreak of the Russo-Turkish
War in April 1877, he was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the
Russian army of the Danube. After the conclusion of the armistice
at Adrianople (January 19/31, 1878) and the Treaty of San Stefano
(February 19/March 3, 1878), the grand Duke received the rank of
Field Marshal (April 16/28). However, his reputation was severely
damaged by a trial concerning fraudulent military requisitions, so
that after the assassination of Alexander Il on March 1/13, 1881, the
new Emperor, Alexander lll, removed him from all his posts.
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Osman Pasa (1832-24 martie/5 aprilie 1900). Dupd ce a urmat
cursurile Scolii Militare Besiktas si ale colegiului militar, a participat
cu gradul de locotenent de cavalerie la Razboiul Crimeei. Ulterior,
incadrat ca ofiter in Marele Stat Major. In 1866, dupi ce a condus
reprimarea unei revolte in Creta, a fost avansat colonel, iar in 1868
a devenit general-maior, cu titlul de pasa. in 1872, a fost numit co-
mandantul Armatei din Rumelia, fiind ulterior transferat in Bosnia si
apoi la comanda Armatei 4, de la Vidin. In aceasti calitate, in 1876,
a luptat contra Serbiei care fsi proclamase independenta. Dupa de-
clansarea razboiului ruso-turc, Osman Pasa a primit misiunea de a
apara cetatea Nicopole, dar aceasta a fost cucerita inainte ca forte-
le sale s ajunga acolo. In aceastd situatie, el s-a deplasat la Plevna,
unde a pregatit cetatea pentru a bloca inaintarea inamicului spre
trecatorile din Muntii Balcani. Sub comanda sa, Plevna a rezistat
asalturilor pana la 28 noiembrie/10 decembrie 1877. Epuizarea re-
surselor |-a determinat sa incerce o iesire din incercuire, dar aceasta
a esuat, iar Osman Pasa a capitulat si a fost luat prizonier de colone-
lul Mihail Christodulo Cerchez. Dupa intoarcerea din prizonieratul
petrecut in Imperiul Rus, pentru rezistenta sa eroica de la Plevna a
primit cele mai inalte onoruri, inclusiv gradul de feldmaresal si titlul
onorific de Gazi.

Osman Pasha (1832-March 24/April 5, 1900). After attending the
Besiktas Military School and Military College, he served as a cavalry
lieutenant in the Crimean War. After that he was employed as an
officer in the General Staff. In 1866, after leading the suppression
of an uprising in Crete, he was promoted to colonel, and in 1868
he became major general, with the title of pasha. In 1872 he was
appointed commander of the army in Rumelia, later was transferred
to Bosnia and then at the command of the 4™ army in Vidin. In this
capacity, in 1876, he fought against Serbia which had proclaimed
its independence. After the outbreak of the Russo-Turkish war, Os-
man Pasha was assigned to defend the fortress of Nikopol, but it
was conquered before his forces could get there. In this situation,
he moved to Plevna, where he prepared the fortress to block the
enemy’s advance towards the Balkan Mountains. Under his com-
mand, Plevna withstood the assaults until November 28/December
10, 1877. The depletion of resources led him to attempt a breakout,
but he failed and Osman Pasha surrendered and was taken prisoner
by colonel Mihail Christodulo Cerchez. After his return from captiv-
ity in Imperial Russia, for his heroic resistance at Plevna, he received
the highest honours, including the highest rank of field marshal and
the honorary title of Gazi.
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Generalul losif Vladimirovici Romeiko-Gurko (16/28 iulie 1828,
Veliki Novgorod-15/28 ianuarie 1901, langa Tver), cunoscut si ca
Ossip Gurko. De origine bielorusa sau poloneza, Gurko a intrat in
randul husarilor din Garda Imperiald ca sublocotenent in 1846, de-
venind capitan in 1857, aghiotant al lui Alexandru al Il-lea al Rusi-
ei in 1860, colonel in 1861, comandant al Regimentul 4 Husari din
Mariupol in 1866 si general-maior in suita imparatului din 1867. A
condus avangarda trupelor ruse in razboiul ruso-turc din 1877-1878.
In octombrie 1877, a fost numit comandant al cavaleriei aliate (ru-
so-romane). Dupa cdderea Plevnei, in decembrie, Gurko a condus
trupele ruse si I-a invins in mod decisiv pe Suleiman Pasa in bata-
lia de la Philippopolis (Plovdiv). Ulterior, a ocupat Sofia, Plovdiv si
Adrianopol. Generalul Gurko a fost numit conte si decorat cu doua
clase ale Ordinului ,Sfantul Gheorghe” si alte ordine. In 1879-1880 a
fost guvernator al Sankt Petersburgului, iar din 1883 si pana in 1894,
guvernator general al Poloniei, unde a pus in aplicare politicile de
rusificare ale tarului Alexandru al Ill-lea.

General losif Vladimirovich Romeiko-Gurko (July 16/28, 1828,
Veliki Novgorod-January 15/28, 1901, near Tver), also known as
Ossip Gurko. Of Belarusian or Polish origin, Gurko joined the Hus-
sars of the Imperial Guard as a second lieutenant in 1846, becoming
captain in 1857, adjutant (aide-de-camp) to Alexander Il of Russia
in 1860, colonel in 1861, commander of the 4™ Hussar Regiment
of Mariupol in 1866 and major-general in the Emperor’s retinue in
1867. He led the vanguard of Russian troops in the Russo-Turkish
War of 1877-1878. In October 1877 he was appointed commander
of the Allied (Russian-Romanian) cavalry. After the fall of Pleven,
in December Gurko led the Russian troops and decisively defeated
Suleiman Pasha at the Battle of Philippopolis (Plovdiv). He subse-
quently occupied Sofia, Plovdiv and Adrianople. General Gurko was
elevated to the rank of count and decorated with two classes of the
“Order of St. George” and other orders. In 1879-1880 he was ap-
pointed governor of St. Petersburg, and from 1883 to 1894 he was
governor-general of Poland, where he implemented the Russifica-
tion policies of Tsar Alexander IIl.
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Generalul Stefan Falcoianu (6/18 iunie 1835, Bucuresti-22 ianua-
rie/4 februarie 1905, Bucuresti), descendent al unei vechi familii bo-
ieresti, a imbratisat cariera militara si a facut studii de specialitate
la Paris. Revenit in tara in 1864, a fost sef de cabinet al ministrului
de Razboi. Ulterior, a trecut in viata civila, fiind director general al
Postelor si Telegrafului (mai 1876-aprilie 1877). A revenit in cadre-
le active pentru a participa la Razboiul de Independenta cu gradul
de colonel, fiind numit director general al Administratiei centrale
a Ministerului de Razboi, iar de la 20 octombrie/1 noiembrie 1877,
a trecut in fruntea Statului Major al Armatei de Operatii pana la
inceputul anului 1878. A fost avansat general de brigada in 1883. Sef
al Statului Major General (15/27 aprilie 1883-24 mai/5 iunie 1884 si
13/25 ianuarie 1886-18/30 iunie 1894), ministru de Razboi (23 iu-
nie/5 iulie 1884-12/24 ianuarie 1886). Avansat general de divizie in
1892, a avut un rol major in perfectionarea sistemului de aparare a
Romaniei. In al doilea siu mandat de sef al Statului Major General,
s-a adoptat decretul de organizare a Marelui Stat Major, pe baza
normelor moderne, de tip prusian, si a invatdmintelor din Rézboiul
de Independenta. Si-a legat numele de infiintarea Scolii Superioa-
re de Razboi, la 8/20 august 1889. Membru al Academiei Romane
(13/25 septembrie 1876).

General $tefan Falcoianu (June 6/18, 1835, Bucharest-January 22/
February 4, 1905, Bucharest) was born into an old boyar family. He
embraced a career in the army and accomplished his military educa-
tion in Paris. After returning to Romania in 1864, he was named cab-
inet chief to the Minister of War. He later became a civil servant, serv-
ing as General Director of the Post and Telegraph (May 1876-April
1877). Falcoianu was recalled to active duty, in the rank of Colonel,
to participate in the War of Independence, serving as director of
the central administration of the Ministry of War. On October 20/
November 1, 1877 he became Chief of the Army of Operations Gen-
eral Staff and held the position until the beginning of 1878. He was
promoted to Brigadier General in 1883. Filcoianu held the position
of Chief of the Romanian General Staff twice (April 15/27, 1883-May
24/June 5, 1884 and January 13/25, 1886-June 18/30, 1894). Between
June 23/July 5, 1884 and January 12/24, 1886 he served as Minister of
War. Falcoianu was promoted to Major General in 1892. He played
a major role in improving Romania’s defense system. During his sec-
ond mandate as Chief of the Romanian General Staff, the Decree
on the Organization of the General Staff was adopted, based upon
modern rules of Prussian influence and lessons learned in the War
of Independence. His name was related to the establishment of the
Higher School of War, on August 8/20, 1889. In September 13/25,
1876 he was elected member of the Romanian Academy.
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Generalul Pavel Dmitrievici Zotov (6/18 iulie 1824-19 noiembrie
/1 decembrie 1879) si-a inceput cariera militara in Corpul de Garda.
in 1858-1859, cu gradul de colonel, apoi general-maior, a comandat
fortele care actionau in Cecenia, iar in 1861 a devenit seful de stat
major al armatei din regiunea Kuban. Ulterior, a fost comandant al
armatei caucaziene si comandant al Diviziilor 40, 2, 11 si 28 Infan-
terie. In februarie 1877, a primit comanda Corpului 4 Armati rus,
cu care a participat la campania din Bulgaria. Dupa ce domnitorul
Carol | a primit conducerea Armatei de Vest romano-ruse la 20 au-
gust/1 septembrie, generalul Zotov a devenit seful sau de stat ma-
jor, exercitand comanda efectiva a operatiunilor. A fost destituit din
functie la 1/13 septembrie, in urma esecului inregistrat in batdlia din
30 august/11 septembrie de la Plevna.

General Pavel Dmitrievich Zotov (July 6/18, 1824-November 19/
December 1, 1879) started his military career in the Guards Corps.
In 1858-1859, with the rank of colonel, then major-general, he com-
manded the forces operating in Chechnya and in 1861 he became
chief of staff of the army in the Kuban region. After that he served
as commander of the Caucasus Army and commander of the 40%,
2", 11, and 28™ infantry divisions. In February 1877 he received
the command of the Russian 4™ Army Corps with which he partic-
ipated in the Bulgarian campaign. After the ruler Carol | received
the command of the Western Romanian-Russian Army on August
20/September 1, general Zotov became the chief of staff, exercising
effective command of operations. He was removed from office on
September 1/13, following the failure of the August 30/September
11 battle of Plevna.
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Generalul Gheorghe Slaniceanu (23 aprilie/5 mai 1835, Bucuresti
-12/24 ianuarie 1885, San Remo) a absolvit Scoala Militard de Ofi-
teri din Bucuresti la 7/19 aprilie 1854, fiind avansat sublocotenent la
7/19 aprilie 1856. A urcat rapid in ierarhia militara, la 1ianuarie 1870
fiind avansat la gradul de colonel si ulterior ocupand functia de mi-
nistru de Razboi in perioada 1876-1877. A participat la Razboiul de
Independenta in calitate de sef de stat major al Armatei romane de
Operatii (de la 6/18 aprilie 1877) pe frontul de la Plevna. Intre 7/19
$i 9/21 noiembrie 1877, trupele de sub comanda sa au cucerit Raho-
va, punct important in sistemul defensiv al cetatii Vidin. Eroismul
trupelor de sub comanda sa a fost elogiat de domnitorul Carol | si
de marele duce Nicolae al Rusiei. Dupa capitularea Plevnei, generalul
Slaniceanu a comandat, incepand cu 17/29 decembrie, Divizia de
Rezerva, aflata pe malul stang al Dunarii, cu care a participat la lup-
tele din ianuarie 1878 pentru cucerirea Vidinului. Pentru capacita-
tile sale de comanda si de organizare, in calitate de sef de stat major
si pentru felul cum a condus trupele din subordine, a fost avansat, la
22 februarie/6 martie 1878, general de brigada si decorat cu ,Steaua
Romaniei” in grad de mare cavaler si cu ,Virtutea militara” de aur.

General Gheorghe Slaniceanu (April 23/May 5, 1835 in Bucha-
rest-January 12/24, 1885, in San Remo) graduated from the Military
School of Officers in Bucharest on April 7/19, 1854, being promot-
ed to lieutenant on April 7/19, 1856. He rose rapidly in the mili-
tary hierarchy, being promoted to the rank of colonel on January
1/13, 1870, and later serving as minister of War during 1876-1877.
He participated in the war of independence as chief of staff of the
Romanian Army of Operations on the Pleven front (starting with
April 6/18, 1877). On November 7/19-9/21, 1877, the troops un-
der his command captured Rahova, an important position in the
defensive system of the Vidin fortress. The heroism of the troops
under his command was praised by Prince Carol | and by the Grand
Duke Nicholas of Russia. From December 17/29, following the ca-
pitulation of Pleven, General Slaniceanu commanded the Reserve
Division, located on the left bank of the Danube, with which he
participated in the battles for the capture of Vidin in January 1878.
On February 22/March 6, 1878, for his command and organizational
skills as chief of staff and for the manner in which he led his troops,
he was promoted brigadier general and decorated with the Order
of the Star of Romania in the rank of Grand Officer and the Military
Virtue 1% class.
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Generalul Mihail Christodulo Cerchez (8/20 iunie 1839, Barlad
-12/24 iulie 1885, lasi), comandantul Diviziei 2 Infanterie la asediul
Plevnei. Dupa terminarea studiilor la Academia Mihdileana din lasi,
s-a inrolat voluntar in armatd, in 1855. A urcat in ierarhia militara,
ajungand maior la 27 decembrie/8 ianuarie 1863. Tn 1866, si-a expri-
mat opozitia fatd de abdicarea lui Alexandru loan Cuza si a demisi-
onat din armatd. A fost rechemat si avansat locotenent-colonel in
octombrie 1867. In aprilie 1877 a fost numit comandant al Diviziei
2 Infanterie si apoi al Diviziei 1 Infanterie, cu care a executat misiuni
de aparare a frontierei de sud, respingand atacurile otomane. La 23
iulie/4 august 1877, a fost numit comandant al Diviziei de Rezerva
(Divizia 2 Infanterie), in fruntea careia a inaintat spre Plevna si a for-
mat la 30 august/11 septembrie, in timpul celui de-al treilea atac,
rezerva generald a Armatei de Operatii, asigurand spatele Diviziilor
3 si 4 Infanterie. De la 9/21 septembrie 1877, divizia sa a participat
la incercuirea Plevnei, fiind prezent la capitularea lui Osman Pasa. A
fost avansat general de brigada la 1/13 decembrie 1877, iar Divizia
2 a trecut in subordinea Corpului de Vest. La 12/24 ianuarie 1878,
trupele de sub comanda sa s-au distins in luptele care au dus pentru
cucerirea Smardanului. Pentru faptele sale de bravura, pentru mo-
dul remarcabil in care si-a condus trupele, generalul Cerchez a fost
decorat cu diverse distinctii si medalii, precum ,Steaua Romaniei” in
grad de ofiter si ,Virtutea Militara” de aur.

General Mihail Christodulo Cerchez (June 8/20, 1839 in Barlad-Ju-
ly 12/24, 1885, in lasi), general, commander of 2" Infantry Division
during the siege of Pleven. After graduating from Academia Mi-
haileand in lasi, he joined the army as a volunteer, with the rank of
cadet, in 1855. He advanced rapidly in the military hierarchy, be-
coming a major on December 27/January 8, 1863. In 1866, resigned
from the army in protest to the abdication of Alexandru loan Cuza.
He was called back and advanced to lieutenant-colonel in October,
1867. In April 1877, he was given the command of the 2" Infantry
Division and then of the 1% Infantry Division, a position from which
he carried out missions to defend the southern border, repelling Ot-
toman attacks. On July 23/August 4, 1877, he was appointed com-
mander of the Reserve Division (2" Infantry Division), with which
he advanced on Pleven and which formed, on August 30/Septem-
ber 11, during the third attack, the General Reserve of the Army of
Operations, securing the rear of the 3™ and 4™ Infantry Divisions.
From September 9/21, 1877, his division participated in the siege of
Pleven, being present at the capitulation of Osman Pasha. He was
promoted to the rank of brigadier general on December 1/13, 1877,
and the 2" Division was subordinated to the Western Corps. On
January 12/24, 1878, the troops under his command distinguished
themselves in the battles that led to the capture of Smardan. For his
deeds of bravery and for the outstanding manner in which he led
his troops, General Cerchez was decorated with various distinctions
and medals, such as the Order of the Star of Romania in the rank of
officer and the Military Virtue 1% class.
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Generalul Gheorghe Manu (26 iulie/7 august 1833-16/28 mai
1911) a urmat studii militare, intre 1847 si 1856, la Potsdam si Berlin.
Dupa revenirea in tard, in 1858, a fost numit profesor de artilerie la
Scoala de Ofiteri de la Bucuresti si comandant de divizion de arti-
lerie (1859-1860). Intre 1864 si 1869 a comandat primul regiment
de artilerie al armatei romane. A activat si ca om politic, membru
in Partidul Conservator, ajungand ministru de Razboi (14/26 iunie
1869-17/29 decembrie 1870; 12/24 noiembrie 1888-4/16 noiem-
brie 1889; 22 decembrie 1904/4 ianuarie 1905-11/24 martie 1906),
si chiar prim-ministru (5/17 noiembrie 1889-15/27 februarie 1891).
Tn timpul Razboiului de Independents, fiind avansat general de bri-
gada la 24 aprilie/6 mai 1877, Gheorghe Manu a primit comanda
Diviziei 4 infanterie, care a contribuit la cucerirea cetatii Nicopole la
4/16 iulie. La 11/23 iulie, generalul Manu a fost numit comandantul
cetdtii Nicopole, iar la 19/31 august a devenit comandantul artileriei
Armatei de Operatii, cu care a participat la luptele de la Plevna. La
12/24 februarie 1878, a preluat cetatea Vidin, dupa ce artileria aflata
sub comanda sa a avut un rol decisiv in capitularea ei. Dupa termi-
narea razboiului, a fost inspector general al artileriei, intre 20 iulie/1
august 1881 si 11/23 martie 1883, avand o contributie esentiala la
organizarea si dezvoltarea artileriei armatei romane.

General Gheorghe Manu (July 26/August 7, 1833-May 16/28, 1911).
Military studies between 1847-1856 in Potsdam and Berlin. After re-
turning home in 1858 he was appointed professor of artillery at the
School for Officers Bucharest and commander of the artillery divi-
sion (1859-1869). Between 1864-1869 he commanded the first artil-
lery regiment of the Romanian army. He also served as a politician, a
member of the Conservative Party, becoming Minister of War (June
14/26, 1869-December 17/29, 1870; November 12/24, 1888-Novem-
ber 4/16, 1889; December 22, 1904/)anuary 4, 1905-March 11/24,
1906), and even Prime Minister (November 5/17, 1889-February
15/27, 1891). During the War of Independence, being promoted to
brigadier general on April 24/May 6, 1877, Gheorghe Manu received
the command of the 4™ Infantry division which contributed to the
conquest of Nikopol on 4/16 July. On July 11/23, general Manu was
appointed commander of the fortress of Nikopol, and on August
19/31 he became commander of the artillery of the Army of Opera-
tions with which he participated in the battles of Plevna. On Febru-
ary 12/24, 1878, he took over the fortress of Vidin, after the artillery
under his command had a decisive role in its capitulation. After the
end of the war, he was general inspector of artillery, between July 20/
August 1, 1881 and March 11/23, 1883, having an essential contribu-
tion to the organisation and development of the Romanian army’s
artillery.
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Capitanul Nicolae Walter Maracineanu (30 mai/11 iunie 1840-30
august/11 septembrie 1877, Grivita, Bulgaria), ofiter roman, erou al
Rézboiului de Independenta. Dupa terminarea studiilor, a intrat in
armata, intr-un regiment de cavalerie, la 16/28 octombrie 1858. A
participat la Razboiul de Independenta, cu gradul de cépitan, ob-
tinut la 28 septembrie/10 octombrie 1868, in cadrul Regimentului
8 Infanterie, nou infiintat. A fost numit comandant al Batalionu-
lui 1, cu misiuni de supraveghere si apdrare a frontierei pe Dundre.
La 12/24 august 1877, impreund cu alte unitati, a trecut la sud de
Dunare, constituind avangarda Diviziei 3 Infanterie. La atacul din 30
august/11septembrie asupra fortificatiilor de la Grivita, unitatea sa
a fost directionata gresit, infruntand focul ucigator al inamicului si
suportand multe pierderi omenesti. Capitanul Mdracineanu a fost
ucis in timpul asaltului redutei Grivita. Sacrificiul sdu si faptele de
eroism au fost ramas un simbol al Rdzboiului de Independenta.

Captain Nicolae Walter Maracineanu (May 30/June 11, 1840-Au-
gust 30/September 11, 1877, in Grivitsa, Bulgaria), Romanian officer,
hero of the War of Independence. On October 16/28, 1858, after
completing his studies, he enlisted in the army with the rank of ca-
det, in a cavalry regiment. He participated in the War for Indepen-
dence in the newly established 8™ Infantry Regiment, with the rank
of captain, obtained on September 28/October 10, 1868. He was ap-
pointed commander of the 1* battalion, which was tasked with the
surveillance and defence of the Danube border. On August 12/24,
1877, together with other units, the 1% battalion crossed the Dan-
ube south, forming the vanguard of the 3 Infantry Division. During
the assault of August 30/September 11 on the Grivitsa fortifications,
his unit was misdirected, facing the deadly fire from the enemy posi-
tions and suffering many casualties. Captain Maracineanu was killed
during the assault on the Grivitsa redoubt. His sacrifice and deeds of
heroism remain a symbol of the War of Independence.
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Marturii fotografice

Photographic testimonies
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Harta razboiului, 1877
Map of the War, 1877

(Reproducere a originalului aflat in colectiile Muzeului National de Istorie al Romaniei)
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Armata romana — Vanatori
The Romanian army — Chasseurs

(Franz Duschek, 1877; Fototeca Muzeului National de Istorie al Romaniei)
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Armata romana — Dorobanti
The Romanian army — Infantry Troops

(Franz Duschek, 1877; Fototeca Muzeului National de Istorie al Roméniei)
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Bateria Elisabeta la Calafat
The Elisabeta battery at Calafat

(Carol Popp de Szathmary — Suvenir din Resbelul 1877-1878, Biblioteca Nationald a Romaniei, Colectii Speciale, Fototeca)
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Cartierul General al domnitorului Carol | la Poradim, 1877
The General Staff of Prince Carol | in Pordim, 1877

(Carol Popp de Szathmary — Suvenir din Resbelul 1877-1878, Biblioteca Nationald a Romaniei, Colectii Speciale, Fototeca)
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Tarul Alexandru al ll-lea si domnitorul Carol |, impreuna cu Statul Major Imperial, la Grivita, 1877
Emperor Alexander Il and Prince Carol |, together with the Imperial General Staff at Grivitsa, 1877

(Carol Popp de Szathmary — Suvenir din Resbelul 1877-1878, Biblioteca Nationald a Romaniei, Colectii Speciale, Fototeca)
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Cartierul General al lui Carol | de la Poradim, 1877. Domnitorul in fata cortului
The General Staff of Carol | in Pordim, 1877. The Prince in front of his tent

(Carol Popp de Szathmary — Suvenir din Resbelul 1877-1878, Biblioteca Nationald a Romaniei, Colectii Speciale, Fototeca)
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Capitanul Walter Maracineanu (1840-1877) in fruntea trupei la asaltul redutei Grivita
(30 august 1877)
Captain Walter Maracineanu (1840-1877) in front of his troops at the assault on the Grivitsa stronghold
(August 30, 1877)

(Litografie de epocd, Fondul documentar al Muzeului Militar National ,Regele Ferdinand I”, colectia Stampe, Desene)
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Soldati din Batalionul 2 Vanatori participanti la asaltul redutei Grivita
(30 august 1877)
Soldiers of the Second Infantry Battalion who took part to the assault on the Grivitsa stronghold
(August 30, 1877)

(Biblioteca Nationala a Roméniei, Colectii Speciale, Fototeca)
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Batalia pentru fortarea pasului Sipka, intre trupele ruse si cele otomane (1877)
The Battle of Shipka Pass between the Russian and the Ottoman troops (1877)

("Dorobantul”, 4 ianuarie 1878, Biblioteca Nationald a Romaniei, Colectii Speciale, periodice)
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Domnitorul Carol | impreuna cu marele duce Nicolae la Cartierul General al domnitorului de la Poradim
Prince Carol | with Grand Duke Nicholas at the General Staff of the Prince in Pordim

(Albumul Resbelului 1877-1878, Serviciul Sanitar al Armatei/ Lith. M.B. Baer, Fondul documentar al Muzeului Militar National
,Regele Ferdinand I', colectia Albume)
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Intélnirea lui Osman Pasa cu domnitorul Carol | (28 noiembrie 1877)
Meeting of Osman Pasha with Prince Carol | (November 28", 1877)

(Litografie de epocd, Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, Fototeca)
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Ceremonia de consacrare religioasa a ambulantei de la Poiana (1877). Alaturi de domnitorul Carol I si ofiteri de
stat major, primul din dreapta domnitorului, dr. Carol Davila
The religious consecration of the Ambulance at Poiana (1877). Dr. Carol Davila stands together with Prince Carol |
and officers of his General Staff (the first person on the right side of the Prince)

(Carol Popp de Szathmary — Suvenir din Resbelul 1877-1878, Biblioteca Nationald a Romaniei, Colectii Speciale, Fototeca)
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Dr. Carol Davila impreuna cu personalul ambulantei Grivita pe frontul din Bulgaria (1877-1878)
Dr. Carol Davila together with the personnel of the Grivitsa Ambulance, on the front in Bulgaria (1877-1878)

(Albumul Resbelului 1877-1878, Serviciul Sanitar al Armatei/ Lith. M.B. Baer, Fondul documentar
al Muzeului Militar National ,Regele Ferdinand I, colectia Albume)
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Reprezentantii statelor participante la Congresul de la Berlin (1878)
Representatives of the participant states to the Congress of Berlin (1878)

(Biblioteca Nationala a Roméniei, Colectii Speciale, Fototeca)
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Nicolae Grigorescu, Atacul de la Smardan
Nicolae Grigorescu, Battle of Smdrdan

(Muzeul National de Istorie al Roméniei)
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