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The Levant for Valeriu Anania: A journey of 
thought and spiritual fulfilment 

Abstract: Valeriu Anania, “the hierarch with an American writer’s 
biography”1, was a poet, playwright, prose writer, essayist and translator. 
More than his expulsion from the Faculty of Medicine (the reason why he 
would never fulfil his dream of becoming a doctor) he was the protagonist 
of several arrests that culminated in six years in prison. Even though his 
biography was marked by the Second World War and the difficult years 
of Communism, his open-mindedness to knowledge never faltered. 
Moreover, although his life was marked by a series of unfortunate events, 
Anania was an encyclopedic personality passionate about the acquisition 
of knowledge, and a traveler of the spirit. In this paper, we will highlight 
some important milestones that support the above. First of all, we will 
analyze Anania’s undergraduate thesis, the play Greul Pămantului, his 
travels across India and Ethiopia, as well his translations of the Bible and 
of the Canon of Andrew the Cretan. 
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1 Ghițulescu, 2000, p. 189. 
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Anania’s theological beginnings: Oriental Mysteries and 
Christianity 

$V ZH NQoZ� WKH 6HcoQG :orlG :ar JrHaWl\ GiVWXrEHG WKH coXrVH 
oI PaQNiQG� iQ WKiV� 9alHriX $QaQia ZaV Qo H[cHSWioQ� 7KiV SHrioG VaZ KiP 
VWXG\iQJ MHGiciQH aQG 7KHoloJ\� ([SHllHG IroP WKH FacXlW\ oI MHGiciQH 
iQ &lXM-1aSoca iQ ����� KH ZoXlG IiQall\ IiQiVK KiV VWXGiHV iQ 7KHoloJ\� 
XQGHr GiIIicXlW coQGiWioQV� iQ ����� 

IQ ����� KH arriYHG iQ 6iEiX IroP WKH 3ăWrXQVa MoQaVWHr\ �ZKHrH 
KH KaG KiGGHQ IroP WKH 3olicH�� iQ orGHr Wo rHcHiYH WrHaWPHQW Ior WooWKacKH� 
:KilH iQ 6iEiX� KH VWa\HG aW WKH MHWroSoliWaQ HoXVH� HiV SrHVHQcH ZaV 
XQcoYHrHG E\ SroIHVVorV IroP WKH $caGHP\ oI 7KHoloJ\� ZKo KaSSHQHG 
Wo EH aWWHQGiQJ a cHlHEraWioQ oI 1� %HrGiaHY� 7KH SroIHVVorV iQYiWHG KiP 
Wo coQWiQXH KiV VWXGiHV� WKH 5HcWor 1icolaH 1HaJa� WoJHWKHr ZiWK %iVKoS 
%alaQ� aJrHHG Wo HQrol KiP� FroP MarcK XQWil -XQH oI ����� $QaQia ZoXlG 
rHPaiQ aW WKH $caGHP\ HoXVH iQ coPSlHWH iVolaWioQ� EHcaXVH WKH 3olicH 
iQYHVWiJaWor iQ &lXM-NaSoca – ZKo KaG iQYHVWiJaWHG KiP Ior WKH HYHQWV iQ 
���� – ZaV QaPHG IQVSHcWor oI WKH 6HcXriWaWH iQ 6iEiX� IQ WKiV WiPH� 
$QaQia VWaWHG WKaW� ³I GiG QoW HYHQ VKoZ P\VHlI aW WKH JaWH´�� MorHoYHr� 
WKHrH KaG EHHQ a PaVViYH VHriHV oI arrHVWV occXrriQJ iQ Ma\� aQG $QaQia 
VSHQW aQ HQWirH PoQWK VlHHSiQJ ³ZiWK KiV cloWKHV oQ aQG KolGiQJ KiV EaJ�´ 
IHariQJ a VXGGHQ GHWHQWioQ� $V VXcK� VHYHQ \HarV aIWHr EHJiQQiQJ KiV 
VWXGiHV iQ 7KHoloJ\ iQ %XcKarHVW� ZKicK KH coQWiQXHG iQ &lXM-1aSoca� iW 
ZaV oQl\ iQ -XQH oI ���� WKaW KH JraGXaWHG iQ 7KHoloJ\� ZKilH iQ 6iEiX� 
HiV WKHViV� Oriental Mysteries and Christianity� ZaV GHIHQGHG aW WKH 
'HSarWPHQW oI 7KHoloJ\ aQG HiVWor\ oI 5HliJioQ� XQGHr WKH JXiGaQcH oI 
3roIHVVor (PiliaQ 9aVilHVcX� 

7KiV WKHViV� SrHVHQWHG iQ ����� ZoXlG EH SXEliVKHG iQ ���� 
IHaWXriQJ a criWical HGiWioQ aQG IorHZorG SHQQHG E\ $XrHl 6aVX� E\ WKH 
(iNoQ 3XEliVKiQJ HoXVH iQ &lXM-1aSoca� 7KiV GocXPHQW iV iPSorWaQW Ior 
HPSKaVi]iQJ $QaQia¶V QaWXral iQcliQaWioQ WoZarGV WKH /HYaQW� $ccorGiQJ 
Wo WKH SXEliVKHr� WKH WKHViV coQVWiWXWHV ³aQ iPSorWaQW cKaSWHr oI iQWHllHcWXal 
aQG SoliWical EioJraSK\´�� IQ $QaQia¶V Memories� ZH caQ WracH WKH JHQHViV 
oI WKiV WH[W� ³ViQcH I ZaV iQ P\ IirVW \Har iQ %XcKarHVW� I EHJaQ Wo ZriWH a 
WKHViV aEoXW Oriental Mysteries and their connection with Christianity� 
7KHoGor M� 3oSHVcX SraiVHG P\ ZorN YHr\ KiJKl\� (YHr ViQcH� I GHciGHG 
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Wo PaNH a coPSlHWH WKHViV oXW oI iW´�� For Vi[ \HarV� a \oXQJ $QaQia VWXGiHG 
HYHr\ PaWHrial  oQ WKH WoSic�  � WKroXJK WKH KHlS oI VoPH IriHQGV� KH PaQaJHG 
Wo acTXirH WKH QHZHVW EooNV oQ WKH VXEMHcW IroP FraQcH� aQG KiV GraIW raQ 
iQWo WKH WKoXVaQGV oI SaJHV� $IWHr WKiV� KH orJaQi]HG aQG V\QWKHVi]HG WKH 
GocXPHQWHG PaWHrial� EriQJiQJ KiV oZQ coQWriEXWioQ aQG rHGacWioQ� 

7KH WKHViV iV QoW� VWricWl\� a VWXG\ iQ 7KHoloJ\� IW coQWaiQV iPSorWaQW 
rHIHrHQcHV Wo rHliJioViW\ aQG cXlWV IroP $QciHQW *rHHcH� WKH /aWiQ (PSirH� 
%aE\loQia� 7KracH� MacHGoQia� $Via� aV ZHll aV WKH 3HrViaQ aQG HiQGX 
WraGiWioQV� IQGHHG� WKH aXWKor VSHaNV aEoXW a YariHW\ oI GHiWiHV aQG 
P\WKoloJical cKaracWHrV� SroYiQJ� WKroXJK a coPSaraWiYH VWXG\� WKaW WKH 
EirWK oI &KriVWiaQiW\ rHSrHVHQWV WKH QaWXral cXlPiQaWioQ oI PorH SriPiWiYH 
SaJaQ rHliJioQV� 

$QaQia GiG QoW aJrHH ZiWK WKH 3roWHVWaQW raWioQaliVPV crHaWHG iQ 
WKH VcKool oI Die Religiongeschichtliche Methode� 7KH\ coQViGHrHG WKaW 
&KriVWiaQiW\ HYolYHG aV a GHYHloSPHQW oI SriPiWiYH rHliJioQV� EorroZiQJ 
YarioXV GiIIHrHQW HlHPHQWV WKaW WKH &KriVWiaQV laWHr iQWHrSrHWHG iQ a QoYHl 
IaVKioQ� $IWHr aQ iQcXrVioQ iQWo *raHco-5oPaQ SKiloVoSK\ aQG aQ accoXQW 
oI WKH (aVWHrQ M\VWHriHV – ZKicK arH SrHVHQWHG iQ a GHVcriSWiYH aQG 
aQal\Wical PaQQHr –  KH arriYHV aW WKH PaiQ VXEMHcW oI KiV GiVVHrWaWioQ� aQ 
aQal\ViV oI WKH rHlaWioQVKiS EHWZHHQ WKH (aVWHrQ P\WKV aQG &KriVWiaQiW\�  

9alHriX $QaQia EHJiQV KiV GHPoQVWraWioQ IroP WKH KiVWorical 
arJXPHQW oI WKH GocXPHQWar\ H[iVWHQcH oI -HVXV &KriVW� ³&KriVW KaV QoW 
oQl\ a WraQVcHQGHQW H[iVWHQcH� aV WKH 6oQ oI *oG� EorQ oI HiP EHIorH 
(WHrQiW\� EXW KH alVo KaG aQ HarWKl\ H[iVWHQcH� rHcorGHG E\ H\HZiWQHVVHV� 
HiV %irWK� 'HaWK aQG 5HVXrrHcWioQ ZHrH KiVWorical HYHQWV� SrHciVHl\ 
ViWXaWHG iQ WiPH aQG cHrWiIiHG E\ aXWKHQWic cKroQiclHV´5� XQliNH WKH WXWHlar\ 
SHrVoQaJHV oI aQciHQW P\VWHriHV ZKo KaG a P\WKoloJical raWKHr WKaQ a 
KiVWorical H[iVWHQcH� $QaQia rHl\ oQ WKH $SoVWlH 3aXl� aW WKH GocWriQal� 
WHrPiQoloJical aQG liWXrJical lHYHl� GHPoQVWraWiQJ WKH coQYHrJHQW SoiQWV� 
EXW HVSHciall\ WKH GiYHrJHQW oQHV� EHWZHHQ WKH olG aQciHQW rHliJioQV aQG 
&KriVWiaQiW\� $ll WKiV iV GHPoQVWraWHG iQ WKH liJKW oI WKH &KriVWiaQ GoJPa 
Wo ZKicK KH iV IaiWKIXl� a IacW WKaW PaNHV KiP VWaWH aEoXW 3aXl ³WKaW KiV 
GiVWaVWH Ior SaJaQ rHliJioQV ZHQW aV Iar aV iJQoraQcH� IQ IacW� QoW iJQoraQcH 
– EXW a NiQG oI HPSW\iQJ oI KiV VSiriW oI aQ\ IorHiJQ IacWor� SrHciVHl\ in
orGHr QoW Wo coQIXVH WKH WHacKiQJV oI *oVSHl ZiWK ZKaW coXlG KaYH
coPSroPiVHG iWV QoYHlW\ aQG VaQcWiW\´��

7KH JHQHral WoQH oI WKH ZorN coXlG EH YiHZHG iQ WKH liJKW oI ZKaW 
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ZaV HarliHr VWaWHG E\ MircHa (liaGH� ZKo EHliHYHG WKaW ³&KriVWiaQiW\ PHaQV 
WKH oYHrWKroZ oI all YalXHV´�� 'HVSiWH cHrWaiQ ViPilariWiHV ZiWK WKH rHliJioQV 
oI $QWiTXiW\ WKaW SrHcHGHG &KriVWiaQiW\� WKH rooW caXVHV WKaW JHQHraWHG 
WKHVH ViPilariWiHV arH alWoJHWKHr GiIIHrHQW� 7KH riWXal IorPV oI &KriVWiaQiW\ 
arH EaVHG oQ PHWaSK\Vical PoWiYaWioQV VXSHrior Wo oWKHr rHliJioXV IorPV� 
HoZHYHr� WKH rHal YalXH WKHVH rHliJioQV VKoXlG QoW EH GHQiHG - o iQ WKH 
VSiriWXaliW\ oI WKHir WiPH� 7KHrHIorH� $QaQia EHliHYHV WKaW ZH caQ VSHaN oI 
a cHrWaiQ ViPilariW\ oI IorP� ZKilH WKH XQGHrl\iQJ VXEVWaQcH iV coPSlHWHl\ 
GiIIHrHQW� IQ &KriVWiaQiW\� WKH aXWKor VHHV a rHliJioXV PaQiIHVWaWioQ WKaW 
iPSliHV WKH IXlIilPHQW oI MaQ QoW oQl\ oQ a VHQVor\ aQG iQWHllHcWXal lHYHl� 
EXW alVo WraQVcHQGHQWall\� ³7KH &KriVWiaQ coQVcioXVQHVV GiG QoW lHaG Wo 
GHVSair� 2Q WKH coQWrar\� KoSH ZaV EoWK WKH Poral VXSSorW aQG oQH oI WKH 
WKHoloJical YirWXHV WKaW GroYH aZa\ aQ\ WracH oI GHVSair – Wo GiVWiQJXiVK iW 
IroP WKH P\VWHriHV oI $QWiTXiW\ WKaW� WKroXJK WKaW EHliHYHG iQ fatum – 
ZKicK iV WKH VoXrcH oI WKH WraJHG\ oI aQciHQW MaQ´�� 

7KiV iV aQ Harl\ ZorN oI \oXWK� ZiWK a SroQoXQcHG SKiloVoSKical 
aQG P\WKoloJical cKaracWHr� HYHQ WKoXJK WKiV aVSHcW iV aSSroacKHG IroP 
WKH SHrVSHcWiYH oI &KriVWiaQ GoJPa� IW QHYHrWKHlHVV rHYHalV WKHoloJiaQ 
9alHriX $QaQia¶V QaWXral iQcliQaWioQ WoZarGV 2riHQWal P\WKoloJiHV� ZKo� 
HYHr ViQcH KiV \oXWK� rHMHcWHG WKH iVolaWioQ iQKHrHQW iQ WKH WKHorHWical 
VSacH oI &KriVWiaQ PHWaSK\VicV� EHiQJ PorH JHQHrall\ oSHQ Wo aQ\ IorP oI 
NQoZlHGJH� 

The Levant in Anania’s dramaturgy 

2riHQWal iQIlXHQcHV caQ EH IoXQG iQ PaQ\ oI $QaQia¶V Sla\V� EXW WKH 
PoVW rHlHYaQW IroP WKiV SoiQW oI YiHZ iV Greul Pământului, VXEWiWlHG 
³:allacKiaQ P\WK iQ WKH PaNiQJ´� 7KiV iV oQH oI WKH PoVW iPSorWaQW Sla\V 
ZriWWHQ E\ $QaQia� Ior ZKicK KH rHcHiYHG WKH 5oPaQiaQ :riWHrVC UQioQ 
$ZarG iQ �����  

7KH Sla\¶V cKaracWHrV arH iGHQWiIiaElH aV EHloQJiQJ Wo WKH laWH ��WK 
aQG Harl\ ��WK cHQWXriHV� ZiWK WKH SHrioG oI WKH GraPa VHW GXriQJ WKH WiPH 
oI WKH 6HcoQG %XlJariaQ (PSirH� lHG E\ WKH 9lacK-%XlJariaQ $VăQHɇWi 
IaPil\� 7KH HQWirH acWioQ VZiQJV EHWZHHQ WKH VoXWK-'aQXEH IorPaWioQ 
aQG WKH %\]aQWiQH (PSirH� ZKicK ZaV JriHYoXVl\ WorQ E\ iQWHrQal SoZHr 
VWrXJJlHV aV ZHll aV E\ aWWacNV IroP oXWViGH� 

IQ WKH Sla\� WKH WZo lHYHlV oI WKH P\WKical aQG WKH KiVWorical arH 
cloVHl\ iQWHrZoYHQ aQG aEXQGaQWl\ VHaVoQHG ZiWK iQIlXHQcHV oI SoSXlar 

� (liaGH� ����� SS� ��-��� 
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KHrHV\ or ZiWK VWrXcWXrHV VSHciIic Wo WKH &KXrcK laQJXaJH oI WKH 3ValWHr� 
5HJarGiQJ WKiV Sla\� $QaQia VWaWHG iQ ���� WKaW iW ZaV�  ³QoW KiVWor\ >WKaW 
ZaV@ WKH VWarWiQJ SoiQW� EXW raWKHr WKH SoHWic iGHa� iQWo ZKicK KiVWor\ iV 
orJaQicall\ iQWHJraWHG aQG Wo ZKicK iW iV callHG Wo VHrYH´��  

FroP WKiV VWaWHPHQW� ZH caQ iQIHr WKaW WKH ZriWHr GiG QoW VHHN Wo 
rHVWorH KiVWorical WrXWKV ZiWK WKH PHWicXloXVQHVV oI aQ arcKiYal rHVHarcKHr� 
EXW iQVWHaG KaG WKH crHaWioQ oI a liWHrar\ ZorN oI IicWioQ WKaW EorH KiV ParN 
iQ KiV ViJKWV� IQ WKiV SHrVSHcWiYH� WKH KiVWorical VHWWiQJ ZaV oQl\ WKH crXciElH 
ZKHrHiQ WKH HQWirH XQIolGiQJ oI WKH Sla\ WooN SlacH� 7KiV iGHa iV alVo 
VXSSorWHG E\ WKH WiWlH� ZKicK GoHV QoW PaNH aQ\ rHIHrHQcH or allXVioQ Wo WKH 
KiVWorical VHWWiQJ� EXW iQVWHaG cKooVHV Wo KiJKliJKW WKH P\WK� PorH SrHciVHl\ 
WKH ³P\WK iQ WKH PaNiQJ�´ Wo SrHVHrYH WKH Sla\ZriJKW¶V oZQ H[SrHVVioQ� 
HoZHYHr� WKH accXrac\ oI WKH KiVWorical GaWa aQG WKH KiVWorical coQWH[W WKaW 
Anania rH-crHaWHG iQ WKH Sla\ PXVW alVo EH QoWHG� 7KH acWioQ iV VHW iQ WKH 
��WK-��WK cHQWXriHV� ZiWK WKH aWPoVSKHrH oI WKH &oQVWaQWiQoSlH Hra EHiQJ 
rHcrHaWHG WKroXJK rHIHrHQcH Wo cKaracWHrV ZKoVH KiVWorical H[iVWHQcH iV 
XQGHQiaElH� IVaac� WKH HPSHror oI %\]aQWiXP� KiV VoQ� &aHVar $lH[iXV� aQG 
WKH HPSHror
V EroWKHr� $lH[iXV $QJHloV III� $QaQia GHSicWV a ZorlG oI Poral 
GHca\� VXIIHriQJ IroP a lacN oI SriQciSlHV� ZKicK JiYHV riVH Wo coQIlicWV iQ 
WKH KHarW oI WKH %\]aQWiQH (PSirH� 7KiV GHcrHSiWXGH iV SXW oQ IXll GiVSla\� 
aQG aGGHG Wo E\ VKoZcaViQJ WKH EaQNrXSW H[SaQVioQiVW Solic\ oI $QJHloV 
anG oI KiV VoQ-in-laZ� .oPQHQoV� 7KiV lHG Wo WKH GraiQiQJ oI WKH HPSirH
V 
rHVoXrcHV aQG Wo a VHriHV oI VWiQJiQJ GHIHaWV� 6HQViQJ WKH GiIIicXlW\ iQ ZKicK 
WKH coXrW iQ &oQVWaQWiQoSlH IoXQG iWVHlI� WKH WZo EroWKHrV 3HWrX aQG $VaQ 
laXQcK a rHYolW aJaiQVW WKH %aVilHXV� aQG HVWaEliVK WKH 9lacK-%XlJariaQ 
(PSirH� $QJHloV EliQGV KiV EroWKHr aQG WaNHV KiV WKroQH� EXW KH iV lHIW 
SoZHrlHVV EHIorH WKH &rXVaGHr IorcHV WKaW coQTXHr &oQVWaQWiQoSlH iQ ����� 
ZiWK %alGZiQ oI FlaQGHrV EHcoPiQJ NiQJ oYHr %\]aQWiXP� 7KH GHJraGiQJ 
ViWXaWioQ ZKicK %\]aQWiXP rHacKHG iV VXPPari]HG E\ IoQiĠă� ZKo VWaWHV 
WKaW ³%\]aQWiXP iV Qo loQJHr ZorWK\ oI iWVHlI´10�  

7KH %\]aQWiQH (PSirH¶V YXlQHraEiliW\� cXlPiQaWiQJ iQ WKH occXSaWioQ 
oI &oQVWaQWiQoSlH E\ WKH &rXVaGHrV� aIIorGHG WKH SoVViEiliW\ oI WKH crHaWioQ 
oI a 9lacK-%XlJariaQ VWaWH VoXWK oI WKH 'aQXEH� IW� PorHoYHr� rHYHalV WKH 
H[iVWHQcH oI WKH VoXWK-'aQXEiaQ EraQcK oI WKH 9lacKV� WKiV EHiQJ WKH 
VSacH WKaW $QaQia cKoVH Ior WKH crHaWioQ oI a P\WKical ZorlG� rHSlHWH ZiWK 
PHWaKiVWorical P\WKV aQG riWXalV WKaW ZoXlG KaYH coQVWiWXWHG WKH 
IoXQGaWioQ oI WKiV ciYili]aWioQ� 1HiWKHr GoHV WKH Sla\ lacN WKH KiVWorical 
cKaracWHrV WKaW ParNHG WKH VKorW H[iVWHQcH oI WKH 9lacK-%XlJariaQ (PSirH� 
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such as brothers Petru and Asan or Boril (who, in the play, became a 
merchant). 

From the Mistica Pământului, (Mystique of the Earth), an article 
published in the United States in 1969, we can deduce the author’s reasons 
for resorting to the symbolism of the earth. The incident is related to the 
time spent by the writer in the United States: “the requests that moved 
me to the point of an earthquake by Romanians between the two great 
Word War to bring them land from Romania. Soil from a pit, soil from 
near a church, soil from a garden…”11. Moreover, the writer himself, across 
the ocean, carried with him a bag of Romanian soil; later, he would declare 
that he wanted his body to be buried in Romanian soil, “not out of 
patriotic reasons, but because this is the only one that keeps you warm”12. 
This idea is reiterated through the mouth of Borilă, the merchant, in dialogue 
with the Basileus Isaac: “Here is earth from the land of your roots; bury 
yourself in it and keep yourself warm”13. Therefore, the character created 
by Anania is meant to be the exponent of an ancestral tradition of the 
South-Danube Vlachs, and not just a personal flight of fiction. 

In the author’s view, the earth does not materialize in contradiction 
with the spirit – as argued, for instance, by Cioran – but in harmony with 
it. The earth is alive, and represents the link between the two planes. The 
scene where Ioniță is carried by his mother to his father’s grave to light a 
candle is revealing in this regard. The gesture scandalized the young man, 
who did not understand the significance of lighting a candle for a dead 
person, lying in a dead ground. The mother's explanation includes the 
quintessence of their way of living:   

“‘The earth is alive, both for those here and for those beyond... 
the earth is also alive for the dead, for everything will rise from 
it.’ ‘But aren't the dead in heaven?’ ‘I am in the sky and I am also 
on the earth, child, because the earth and the sky always embrace 
and penetrate one another, and one cannot be without the other’ 
‘Mother, where is the heart of the earth?’ ‘Place your ear on this 
grave, and listen...’ And I put my ear to the ground, and I heard 
the heart of the earth beating, as I knew my mother's heart was 
beating when I bent my head on her chest”14. 

11 Anania, 2008, p. 46. 
12 Anania, Sasu, 2009, pp. 107-108. 
13 Anania, 2010, p. 390. 
14 Anania, 2010, p. 405. 
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7KiV SHrVSHcWiYH iV QoW QHZ� iW alVo aSSHarV iQ WKH ZorN oI MircHa 
(liaGH� ZKo VSHaNV aEoXW WKH EiQoPial Homo-Humus� ³ZKicK VKoXlG QoW 
EH XQGHrVWooG WKaW MaQ iV GXVW EHcaXVH KH iV PorWal� EXW WKaW MaQ coXlG 
EH aliYH EHcaXVH KH GHriYHV IroP WKH HarWK� EHcaXVH KH ZaV EorQ IroP iW 
aQG Zill rHWXrQ Wo WKH Terra Mater´15� IQ aQ iQWHrYiHZ ZiWK 6� 1� 1icolaHVcX� 
$QaQia VWaWHG WKaW Greul Pământului iV  ³a P\WK oI WKH HarWK� WKH P\WK oI 
WKH HarWK WKaW EHcoPHV WKH VN\� iQ WKH VHQVH WKaW iW iV WraQVIiJXrHG aQG 
rHali]HV ZKaW %laJa riJKWl\ callHG µWKH WraQVcHQGHQW WKaW GHVcHQGV¶´��� 

7KH HW\PoloJical aQal\ViV oI WKH QaPH oI WKH cKaracWHr oI IoQiɒă 
&aloiaQ coXlG ZHll aQVZHr WKH TXHVWioQ� ³:K\ GiG 9alHriX $QaQia cKooVH 
WKiV SHrioG oI KiVWor\ Wo VWaJH a P\WK oI WKH HarWK"´ 7KH KiVWorical cKaracWHr 
iV rHcorGHG iQ VcKolarl\ WrHaWiVHV XQGHr WKH QaPH oI IoQiɒă WKH %HaXWiIXl 
or WKH *ooG �&aloiaQ�� �cI� *rHHN� ǉĮǊǗǐ – EHaXWiIXl� JooG� ƭƾǌǌǆǐ - -oKQ�� 
WKH lHaGHr oI WKH 9lacK-%XlJariaQ (PSirH EHWZHHQ ���� aQG����� $W WKH 
VaPH WiPH� WKH WraGiWioQ oI WKH caloian, ³a VPall VWaWXH iPiWaWiQJ a PaQ� 
craIWHG E\ JirlV or �\oXQJ� ZiYHV iQ WiPHV oI GroXJKW� IroP HarWK or cla\� 
aQG EXriHG E\ WKHP accoPSaQiHG E\ laPHQWaWioQV iQYoNiQJ WKH raiQ� iV 
ZHll-GocXPHQWHG iQ coPPXQiWiHV EoWK VoXWK aQG QorWK oI WKH riYHr 
'aQXEH� 7KH WHrP KaV a QXPEHr oI YariaQWV� VXcK aV caluian� caluian� 
calian� scaloian� coloian� HWc� IW iV liNHl\ HiWKHr rHlaWHG Wo WKH VNY �kalu� or 
clay �WKH caloian EHiQJ PaGH IroP WKiV PaWHrial� aQG� SHrKaSV� HYHQ 
rHSrHVHQWV a VXEorGiQaWH aGMHcWiYH� kalenu� ³oI cla\´��� 7KH SKoQHWic oYHrlaS 
oI WKH WZo HW\PoQV� ZKicK HIIHcWiYHl\ KaYH GiIIHrHQW rooWV �WKaW WKHPVHlYHV 
GHQoWH GiIIHrHQW HQWiWiHV� iQ WKH 5oPaQiaQ laQJXaJH iV SroEaEl\ a VW\liVWic 
GHciVioQ coQVcioXVl\ cKoVHQ E\ $QaQia Wo WraQVSoVH WKH KiVWorical 
cKaracWHr oI IoQiĠă WKH %HaXWiIXl iQWo a ³:allacKiaQ P\WK iQ WKH PaNiQJ�´ 
aIWHr KaYiQJ alrHaG\ WraQVIorPHG P\WK iQWo KiVWor\ iQ Steaua Zimbrului� 

From the United States to India and Ethiopia 

IQ aGGiWioQ Wo KiV SaVVioQ Ior ZriWiQJ� $QaQia ZaV a WirHlHVV WraYHllHr� 
HYHQ iI VXcK WraYHlV ZHrH oIWHQ IorcHG oQ KiP� %HWZHHQ ���� aQG ����� 
9alHriX $QaQia rHcHiYHG WKH riJKW oI rHViGHQcH iQ WKH UQiWHG 6WaWHV� ZKHrH 
KH SHrIorPHG VHYHral cKXrcK IXQcWioQV� $V aQ $PHricaQ rHViGHQW� oQ 
-aQXar\ �VW� ���� KH EoarGHG aQ $ir IQGia aircraIW EoXQG Ior %oPEa\� aQG 
arriYHG iQ IQGia EHIorH WKH GHlHJaWioQ oI WKH 5oPaQiaQ 3aWriarcKaWH lHG 
E\ 3aWriarcK -XVWiQiaQ� 7KH 5oPaQiaQ GHlHJaWioQ ZaV coPSriVHG oI WKH 

15 (liaGH� ����� S� ���� 
�� Cultura� ����� S� ��� 
�� Dicționarul limbii române� ����� S� ��� 
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3aWriarcK� MHWroSoliWaQ %iVKoSV 1icolaH MlaGiQ oI 7raQV\lYaQia aQG 
1icolaH &orQHaQX oI %aQaW� aQG $VViVWaQW %iVKoS $QWiP 1ica� $V WraQVlaWor 
Ior WKH 5oPaQiaQ GHlHJaWioQ� KH PHW 3aXl 9HrJKHVH QHar WKH 6HPiQar\ oI 
.oWWa\aP� ZKHrH WKH GHlHJaWioQ oI WKH 3aWriarcKaWH ZaV accoPPoGaWHG� 
HHrH� WKH &aWKolicoV 3aWriarcK $XJHQ I HPSKaVi]HG WKaW WKiV ZaV WKH IirVW 
YiViW oI aQ 2rWKoGo[ &KXrcK Wo EH rHSrHVHQWHG E\ iWV KHaG ViQcH WKH 6\QoG 
oI &KalcHGoQ ������ IQGHHG� aV $QaQia KiPVHlI rHcoXQWHG� WKiV YiViW ZaV 
SHrcHiYHG ³aV aQ H[WraorGiQar\ HYHQW´��� 

:KilH iQ WKH VXEcoQWiQHQW� 9alHriX $QaQia EHcaPH IaVciQaWHG ZiWK 
WKH IQGiaQ ZorlG� 5HJarGiQJ WKH SroYiQcH oI .Hrala� $QaQia ZroWH� ³I VaZ 
WKH clHaQ ciWiHV ZiWK ZHll-NHSW VWrHHWV� PHQ iQ ViPSlH ZKiWH VXiWV >«@� HlHJaQW 
ZoPHQ iQ WKHir coloXrIXl coVWXPHV� cKilGrHQ iQ a GiVciSliQHG Irolic� 
VWXGHQWV JoiQJ Wo XQiYHrViW\ or lHaYiQJ claVVHV iQ WKH VaPH GHcHQW PaQQHr� 
Eo\V alZa\V ZalNiQJ oQ oQH ViGHZalN aQG JirlV� ZiWKoXW H[cHSWioQ� oQ WKH 
oWKHr� .Hrala iV WKH oQl\ IQGiaQ VWaWH ZKHrH PorH WKaQ ��� oI WKH ciWi]HQV 
arH liWHraWH� larJHl\ GXH Wo WKH VcKoolV aQG iQVWiWXWioQV oI KiJKHr HGXcaWioQ 
crHaWHG E\ WKH &KriVWiaQ &KXrcKHV� iQ SarWicXlar WKH &aWKolic &KXrcK� For 
PaiQWHQaQcH� all WKHVH cXlWXral VHWWlHPHQWV �iQclXGiQJ WKH 2rWKoGo[ 
6HPiQar\ oI .oaWWa\aP� ZHrH HQGoZHG ZiWK rXEEHr WrHH SlaQWaWioQV WKaW 
ZoXlG EriQJ WKHP a VXIIiciHQW iQcoPH ZiWK PiQiPXP HIIorW´��� 

2Q -aQXar\ ��WK� ����� WKH GHlHJaWioQ YiViWHG WKH ciW\ oI 
.oWKaPaQJalaP� WKH PHWroSoliWaQ cHQWrH oI WKH &KXrcK iQ MalaEar� 
ZKHrH WKH\ ZHrH ZHlcoPHG E\ a croZG oI ������ SHoSlH� $W aQ HcclHViaVWical 
lHYHl� $QaQia EorH ZiWQHVV Wo a KiJKl\ iPSorWaQW KiVWorical PoPHQW Ior 
HcXPHQical GialoJXH EHWZHHQ WKH cKXrcKHV� IW ZaV KHrH KH WKaW PHW WKH 
3aXl 9HrJKHVH� ZKo ³rHcoJQi]HG WKaW WKH 6\riac WraQVlaWioQ oI WKH PaiQ 
&KalcHGoQiaQ IorPXlaWioQ� ZKicK VWaWHV WKaW WKH WZo QaWXrHV oI -HVXV 
&KriVW� 'iYiQH aQG KXPaQ� IXQcWioQ XQPi[HG aQG XQcKaQJHG� XQGiYiGHG 
aQG XQVHSaraWHG� ZaV aPEiJXoXV – KHQcH WKH IlaZHG iQWHrSrHWaWioQ´��� 

Ethiopia 

$QaQia¶V YiViW Wo (WKioSia EHJaQ oQ -aQXar\ ��WK aW $GGiV-$EaEa 
$irSorW� aQG coQclXGHG oQ -aQXar\ ��WK� 7KiV YiViW ZaV WKH H[SrHVVioQ oI 
JooG rHlaWioQV EHWZHHQ WKH 5oPaQiaQ aQG (WKioSiaQ &KXrcKHV� aQG ZaV 
alVo a rHVSoQVH Wo WKH YiViW HailH 6HlaVViH KaG PaGH Wo 5oPaQia iQ �����  

2Q WKH VaPH Ga\ aV WKHir arriYal� WKH\ KHlG GiVcXVVioQV ZiWK 

�� $QaQia� ����� S� ��� 
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PHPEHrV oI WKH (WKioSiaQ 6\QoG iQ orGHr Wo EriQJ WKH WZo &KXrcKHV 
cloVHr WoJHWKHr� 2Q WKiV� $QaQia QoWHV� ³7KH KoVWV GHclarHG WKHPVHlYHV 
oSHQ Wo GialoJXH� Va\iQJ WKaW� liNH WKHir collHaJXHV IroP IQGia� WKH Pain 
SroElHP oI WKH QoQ-&KalcHGoQiaQV WoZarGV WKH &KalcHGoQiaQV la\ iQ WKH 
GiIIHrHQcH oI WraQVlaWioQ aQG iQWHrSrHWaWioQ oI WKH GiSloSK\ViWH IorPXla� 
7KiV ZaV WKH corH oI oXr YiViW Wo (WKioSia� 7KH (PSHror coQVWrXcWHG XV a 
ViJKWVHHiQJ VcKHGXlH aV JrHaW aV KiV JHQHroViW\ aQG SoVViEiliWiHV´��� 

Literature and travels as initiations for his most important 
work – the translation of the Bible 

$WWHPSWiQJ Wo WacNlH WKH VacrHG WH[W oI &KriVWiaQiW\ rHSrHVHQWHG a 
WXrQiQJ SoiQW Ior WKH ZriWHr� HH coQIHVVHG WKaW� ´ViQcH I VWarWHG ZorNiQJ 
oQ WKH Hol\ 6criSWXrHV� P\ liWHrar\ ZorN VWoSSHG EHiQJ oI iQWHrHVW Wo 
PH´��� EHliHYiQJ WKaW WKH VWrHQJWK JaiQHG oYHr WKH Vi[ GHcaGHV KH GHYoWHG 
KiPVHlI Wo liWHraWXrH ZaV PHrHl\ a SrHaPElH Wo KiV IiQal JrHaW SroMHcW� 
$VVociaWiQJ WKH ZorGV oI 1icolaH IorJa� ZKo VaiG WKaW WKH %iElH ZaV ³WKH 
EooN WKaW caQ rHSlacH aQ HQWirH liWHraWXrH´��� ZiWK WKH ZriWHr
V aVVHrWioQ 
aEoYH� ZH arH QoW H[aJJHraWiQJ iQ claiPiQJ WKaW iW iV oQl\ WKH WraQVlaWioQ 
oI WKH %ooN WKaW caQ JiYH WKH WrXH PHaVXrH oI WKH ZriWHr 9alHriX $QaQia� 
IQ KiV HQGHaYoXr� KH rHIXVHG Wo liPiW KiPVHlI Wo WKH WraQVlaWioQ� or Wo VolHl\ 
EriQJiQJ WKH VacrHG WH[W XS Wo GaWH� aV KiV SrHGHcHVVorV KaG GoQH� HHrH� ZH 
caQ rHYiHZ WKH ViPilar SroIilH �EoWK WKHoloJiaQ aQG ZriWHr� oI *ala *alacWioQ� 
ZKo iQVWHaG SroSoVHG PoGHrQiViQJ WKH WH[W iQWo WKH PoGHrQ 5oPaQiaQ 
laQJXaJH� VXSSlHPHQWHG E\ PaQ\ HQliJKWHQiQJ SiHcHV oI iQIorPaWioQ� 
$QaQia iQVWHaG claiPHG WKaW KH ³oSWHG Ior a liWHral �QoW liWHrar\� YHrVioQ 
oI WKH %iElH� WKaW iV� oQH oQ ZKicK H[HJHViV �a YHr\ riJoroXV coQWrol oI 
WHrPV HPSlo\HG� caQ EH carriHG oXW� aVNiQJ WKH ZriWHr Wo lHQG WKH WH[W WKH 
WraQVSarHQc\ oI a %\]aQWiQH icoQ� II WKH icoQ GiIIHrV IroP WKH SaiQWiQJ� iW 
iV GXH Wo WKH IacW WKaW WKH FacH VKiQHV WKroXJK WKH IacHV´��� 

7KH iQiWiaWiYH Wo WraQVlaWH WKH %iElH EHloQJHG Wo 'XPiWrX FHciorX� 
ZKo SroSoVHG a WaQGHP WraQVlaWioQ Wo $QaQia EHiQJ coQYiQcHG WKaW ³QoW 
oQl\ WKH &KXrcK� EXW alVo 5oPaQiaQ cXlWXrH iV iQ QHHG oI a QHZ 
WraQVlaWioQ� >���@ IW iV a GXW\ oI coQVciHQcH�´ $QG FHciorX VaiG Wo $QaQia� 
³$QG I WKoXJKW WKaW oQl\ WKH WZo oI XV coXlG Go iW� I aV a HHllHQiVW� aQG 
\oXr HoliQHVV aV aQ H[SHrW iQ WKH 5oPaQiaQ laQJXaJH� <oX KolG $rJKH]i¶V 

�� $QaQia� ����� S� ��� 
�� Sfânta Scriptură în limba română� ����� S� ���� 
�� IorJa� ����� S� ��� 
�� Sfânta Scriptură în limba română, ����� S� ��� 
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cHrWiIicaWH� aQG WKaW iV Qo VPall WKiQJ´��� 7KH SroMHcW GiG QoW XlWiPaWHl\ 
PaWHriali]H oZiQJ Wo 'XPiWrX FHciorX¶V XQH[SHcWHG GHaWK� ZKHrHXSoQ WKH 
HQWirH rHVSoQViEiliW\ IHll oQ $QaQia¶V VKoXlGHrV� 

IQ The Clarifying Word on Holy Scripture �Cuvântul lămuritor 
asupra Sfintei Scripturi�� WKH WraQVlaWor H[SrHVVHV WKH IorP iQ ZKicK KH 
YiHZHG WKH aVVXPSWioQ oI WKH rHlaWioQVKiS EHWZHHQ WKHoloJ\ aQG SKiloloJ\ 
iQ KiV aSSroacK�  

³:iWK $GaPic PaQ� WKH &rHaWor VSoNH iQ oQH laQJXaJH� WKH PaQ 
did QoW XQGHrVWaQG WKH VSHHcK oI WKH aQJHlV� aQG� laWHr� MoVHV 
rHPHPEHrHG WKaW iW ZaV KiP� WKH VWaPPHrHr� WKaW *oG ZaV 
VHQGiQJ Wo VSHaN HiV ZorGV Wo WKH SHoSlH� µHoZ Zill I Go iW� /orG� 
ViQcH I aP VloZ oI VSHHcK aQG WoQJXH"¶ µ<oX arH� iQGHHG� EXW $aroQ� 
\oXr EroWKHr� iV QoW� I Zill WHll \oX� \oX Zill WHll KiP� KH Zill WHll 
WKH SHoSlH� aQG� WKXV� \oX Zill EH Wo KiP ZKaW I aP Wo \oX� 
7KH 
:orG KaG EHcoPH ZorGV� 7KHoloJ\ KaG EHcoPH SKiloloJ\´��� 

IQ WKH aIorHPHQWioQHG iQWHrYiHZ� $QaQia VWrHVVHG� 

³I ZaQW Wo XQGHrliQH WKH IacW WKaW WKH ZriWHr KaV iQ PiQG KiV liWHrar\ 
Joal� EHiQJ SriParil\ iQWHrHVWHG iQ WKH EHaXW\ oI KiV laQJXaJH� 
ZKilH WKH %iElical WraQVlaWor iV oEliJHG Wo carHIXll\ ZHiJK WKH 
coQVHTXHQcHV oI HacK ZorG� EHcaXVH iW iV PHaQW Wo EHcoPH aQ acW 
oI IaiWK� IW iV a JrHaW rHVSoQViEiliW\´��� 

&oQWiQXiQJ WKH WraGiWioQ iQaXJXraWHG iQ WKH 5oPaQiaQ VSacH iQ 
����� 9alHriX $QaQia GiG QoW liPiW KiPVHlI Wo PHrHl\ EriQJiQJ WKH VacrHG 
WH[W XS Wo GaWH� accorGiQJ Wo WKH Septuagint� EXW VXccHHGHG iQ crHaWiQJ a 
XQiTXH ZorN iQ WKH 5oPaQiaQ laQJXaJH WKroXJK KiV QXPHroXV IooWQoWHV 
aQG WKH ricK iQWroGXcWioQV aIIorGHG Wo HacK cKaSWHr� $QaQia aWWHPSWHG a 
Iair EalaQcH EHWZHHQ SKiloloJical QorPV aQG WKHoloJical caQoQV� 7KH 
aXWKor
V iQWroGXcWioQV Wo HacK EooN oI WKH %iElH coQWaiQ QXPHroXV 
rHIHrHQcHV Wo liWHrar\ WH[WV� 7KH rolH oI WKHVH rHIHrHQcHV iV QoQH oWKHr WKaQ 
Wo VKHG IXrWKHr liJKW XSoQ WKH WH[W� ZKicK E\ iWVHlI caQ oIWHQ VHHP oXWGaWHG� 
7KH rHaVoQ ZK\ WKiV lHG $QaQia Wo WXrQ Wo WKH Septuagint iV ³WKH EiJ ErHaN 
WKaW occXrrHG iQ ����´ WKroXJK WKH WraQVlaWioQ co-aXWKorHG E\ *ala 
*alacWioQ� 9aVilH 5aGX aQG 1icoGiP MXQWHaQX� ZKo WXrQHG Wo WKH MaVorHWic 

�� $QaQia� ����� S� ���� 
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text. For his part, Valeriu Anania pleads for a return to the furthest original 
sources, i.e., for a translation according to the Septuagint. However, “this 
does not mean that the Hebrew Version – says the translator – is to be 
despised or ignored; on the contrary, a correct redaction of the Biblical 
text is inconceivable without its consultation and use, both for highlighting 
some nuances of language, and in particular for the transcription of 
Hebrew proper names, both patronymic and toponymic...”28. 

The translator indeed made extensive use of several versions of the 
Scriptures, among them La Bible de Jérusalem, La Bible traduite par 
Emile Osty, the English-language Bible in its King James, Revised Standard 
and Today’s English versions, or the Traduction Oecuménique de la Bible. 
The footnotes, moreover, contain many references to other works offering 
more in-depth explanations of the text itself. 

Being aware of the difficulties and requirements of producing a 
new version of a translation, Anania began with the translation of the New 
Testament because, on the one hand, it did not entail so many difficulties, 
and on the other, because he was afraid that he would die soon thereafter. 
(He began translating the Bible at the age of 69). The translator published 
fragments of it, in order to gauge its reception by the public and also to be 
able to modify certain controversial terms, especially in the Old Testament 
“where it is not only a review, but also a restauration”29. 

Towards the close of The Clarifying Word on Holy Scripture, the 
author provides readers with the key in which he would like his translation 
to be read: “True reading and a correct interpretation of the Bible can only 
be done through the relationship between text and context; that is, by 
reading and conceptualizing the text (verse) according to what was said 
before and after it, as well as according to its connections with very distant 
yet similar texts. The part can never be separated from the whole. If, for 
example, a scholar today claimed that his work can only be understood if 
it is read in its entirety, how much more – incomparably more – so is the 
Bible or Holy Scripture!”30. 

The Canon of St Andrew the Cretan 

Following his translation of the Bible, which represented the 
confirmation of Anania's vocation as a translator, the author did not deny 
himself, and offered those readers that love religious texts a masterpiece 

28 Biblia sau Sfânta Scriptură, 2001, p. 11. 
29 Sfânta Scriptură în limba română, p. 93. 
30 Noul Testament, 1993, p. 12. 
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oI %\]aQWiQH K\PQoJraSK\� coPSoVHG E\ $QGrHZ WKH &rHWaQ� 7KH &aQoQ 
oI $QGrHZ WKH &rHWaQ� ZiWK aQ iPSorWaQW liWXrJical ViJQiIicaQcH iQ WKH 
2rWKoGo[ riWH KaV� accorGiQJ Wo WKH WraQVlaWor� a VSHcial iPSorWaQcH Ior 
WKrHH rHaVoQV� ³iWV GHSWK oI WKoXJKW� iWV EHaXW\ oI H[SrHVVioQ aQG WKH JrHaW 
QXPEHr oI troparions ���� iQ WoWal��´�� 

-XVW aV KH KaG GoQH ZiWK WKH WraQVlaWioQ oI WKH 6criSWXrH� 9alHriX 
$QaQia GiG QoW liPiW KiPVHlI Wo PHrHl\ corrHcWiQJ WKH H[iWiQJ WH[W� iQVWHaG 
SroYiGiJ aGGiWioQal QoWHV oQ WKH ViGH oI WKH WH[W� WKiV WiPH� WKH rHIHrHQcHV 
oQl\ SoiQW Wo SaVVaJHV IroP WKH %iElH WKaW coXlG EHWWHr clariI\ or GHHSHQ 
cHrWaiQ PHaQiQJV� UQliNH KiV ZorN oQ WKH %iElH� KHrH $QaQia liPiWHG 
KiPVHlI Wo WKH EiElical VSacH oQl\� ZiWKKolGiQJ rHIHrHQcHV Wo SarallHlV or 
aVVociaWioQV IoXQG iQ VHcXlar liWHraWXrH� 

Conclusions 

$WWracWHG Wo VciHQcH iQ KiV \oXWK� ZKHQ KH ZaQWHG Wo EHcoPH a 
priest and doctor� 9alHriX $QaQia PaQaJHG Wo GHGicaWH KiPVHlI Wo liWHraWXrH 
WKroXJKoXW KiV liIH� iQ Qo VPall SarW EHcaXVH ZriWiQJ ZaV SarW oI KiV EHiQJ� 
HiV PaQ\ arrHVWV aQG \HarV iQ SriVoQ ZHrH PHrH GHla\V� WKH\ GiG QoW VWoS 
KiP IroP SXWWiQJ GoZQ oQ SaSHr ZKaW KH WKoXJKW aQG IHlW� $Q 
HQc\cloSaHGic VSiriW� $QaQia rHIXVHG Wo VHWWlH ZiWK oQl\ WKH IiHlG oI 
WKHoloJ\� IorJiQJ GHHS IriHQGVKiSV ZiWK IaPoXV ZriWHrV VXcK aV $rJKH]i or 
%laJa� IQ WKiV Za\� KH IorJHG EriGJHV EHWZHHQ WKHoloJ\� WKH arWV aQG WKH 
VciHQcHV� 

 7KHVH H[SHriHQcHV aQG KiV WraYHlV� ZKicK ZH KaYH aQal\VHG iQ WKiV 
SaSHr� VHrYHG Wo VKaSH KiV XQGHrVWaQGiQJ oI IaiWK aQG WKH ZorlG XQGHr WKH 
ViJQ oI GialoJXH EHWZHHQ GiIIHrHQW cXlWXrHV aQG GoPaiQV� MaQ\ oI WKHP 
ZHrH� aV $QaQia KiPVHlI WHVWiIiHV� a preparation for the translation of the 
Bible� ZKicK KH HQGoZHG ZiWK a ricK criWical aSSaraWXV coQViVWiQJ oI 
iQWroGXcWioQV aQG H[SlaQaWor\ QoWHV iQ ZKicK QoWioQV IroP liWHraWXrH� arW� 
VciHQcH aQG WKHoloJ\ caQ all EH IoXQG� MorHoYHr� $QaQia ZaV QoW oQl\ aQ 
aSoVWlH oI WKH VSiriW� EHcaXVH KH aJrHHG ³WKaW WKH lHWWHr NillV� EXW WKH 6SiriW 
JiYHV liIH´ �� &oriQWKiaQV� ����� HH ZaV alVo a PaQ oI rHal iQWHracWioQ� 
coQcHrQHG ZiWK 2WKHrQHVV� ZiWK WKH rHal H[iVWHQcH oI KiV QHiJKEoXr� 
7KroXJK WKiV aWWiWXGH� KH SroYHG QoW oQl\ KiV WolHraQcH� EXW alVo a JrHaW 
GHVirH Wo XQGHrVWaQG WKH 2WKHr� 7KiV H[SlaiQV KiV VSHcial iQWHrHVW Ior WKH 
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